
 

 

PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE. 
Community meeting 

Wednesday 17 November 2010 at 7.00pm 
Gidgegannup Fire Station 

  
Winter has come and gone and the Bush Fire Season is fast approaching; in fact this year we did not get an 
effective winter break from fires as evidenced by very little rain and the significant number of controlled 
burns by residents that got too hot to handle.  The right thing was to call the brigades for assistance on 000. 
  
Even small incidents are being treated seriously as there is an increased likelihood they will escalate under 
the current dry conditions.  Most of you would have been aware of the incident at the John Forrest National 
Park that started on the 3rd of November; a bit too close to home for comfort and a clear indication for what 
is to come as the weather becomes consistently warmer.  Being appropriately prepared is the most effective 
way that we can minimise this risk.  Your preparations need to be in place now. 
  
Will you prepare to actively defend or will you leave for a safer place?  When is it best to leave?  What if 
your plan is to actively defend but you can’t return home to implement the plan?  What if you plan to leave 
but it is no longer safe to leave?  How do you even know if there is a fire that puts your property at risk? 
  
Working together in small groups and as a community will ensure that any fire emergencies can be dealt 
with swiftly and without serious loss of lives or property. 
  
A number of residents in Gidgegannup have formed Bushfire Ready Groups and are working together on 
plans for their streets and immediate neighbours.  Both the East and West Gidgegannup Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigades have trained and experienced facilitators willing to assist groups of residents in their preparations. 
  
All residents are encouraged to discuss bush fire prevention within their household and with their 
neighbours.  Groups, and individuals, can then contact the brigades (see details below) and have a facilitator 
work with the group providing support with risk assessment, planning and education for individual 
properties, streets and areas. 
  
Our next community meeting will focus on the specific preparations required for the coming Bush Fire 
Season.  We will also cover: 
  

Early warning systems & staying informed 
Experiencing a Bushfire 
Bushfire behaviour 

  
As in the past there will be plenty of time for questions. 
  
We welcome everyone to attend this meeting to learn more about how best to be prepared and enjoy 
the hills lifestyle in safety. 
  
As a minimum each family and property should obtain a copy of FESA’s publication “Prepare Act Survive” 
and work through the information and planning checklists provided.  The A4 booklet can be requested from 
our coordinators or as a download from www.fesa.wa.gov.au  
  
For more information please contact your local Bushfire Ready Group Coordinators: 
  
East Gidgegannup                   West Gidgegannup 
David Cole                               John Mangini 
0409 746 425                          0427 770 003 
david.cole@focused.com.au  john.mangini@bigpond.com 
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