
COUNTRYMAN GIDGEGANNUP SMALL FARM FIELD DAY 2012 

Sunday 27 May was a glorious day in Gidge for the 5th Field Day.   We thought it might be a tough 
call competing with the HBF Run for a Reason and the Western Derby but we had three times as 
many visitors to the previous year with over 3000 adults through the gates and probably 4000 plus 
children.   Our event is free to children and this year there was an extensive programme of free 
children’s interactive entertainment including Potting Paradise, Nearer to Nature with traditional, 
hands on activities to suit all ages, craft interactive activities in the Bendigo Bank Marquee, the 
Swan Valley Cuddly Animal Farm, Face Painting and the Punch and Judy Show.   There were also 
Pony Rides and all the animals to look at and touch in the Livestock area. 

For adults the WA Folk Federation sang and told stories, there were working dogs displays, the 
Livestock area with a whole range of animals such as Alpacas, Dexter and miniature Hereford cattle, 
mohair goats and dairy goats, Llamas, Wiltipoll, dorper, and Suffolk sheep and shearing 
demonstrations.   Also a whole series of talks on husbandry of these animals – for the children 
there was the Pat a Paca area for children to cuddle an Alpaca.   In the Poultry Pavilion the Midland 
Junction Poultry Society had put on a great display and a sale, as well as giving talks on Poultry 
Management.   In the Fibre Marquee there was a spinner and Loom display with sale of goods 
made from natural fibre and Fashion Displays of garments made from alpaca, mohair and wool.   
There was also a whole series of talks in the Sustainability Pavilion from the Beyond Gardens Team 
and Mathew Lunn.   In the Food and Wine Pavilion there were talks on Bottling and Preserving your 
Produce, Paddock to Plate and cheese making. 

For all the family buses left regularly for the Open Farms – Jim Dawson’s Fig and Jujube Farm and 
Sunnyvale Droughtmaster stud. 

There were over 130 exhibitors  spread over  the Machinery Display section, and a whole range of 
goods in the General Ground space, Food and Wine in the Food and Wine Pavilion and all the 
Livestock exhibitors as well. 

The Day was Opened by Frank Alban MLA who presented prizes to the Gidgegannup Primary 
School pupils for their Project – Nature at Play and a more magnificent display has yet to be seen, 
particularly the scarecrows.   Choirs from Swan Christian College sang magically to enchant 
everyone. 

The day was quite special with all the talks standing room only, the buses packed out and children 
everywhere having a wonderful time.    Our exhibitors were pretty happy as well as many sold out 
and all had sales and enquiries that have resulted in sales this week.   Our community groups 
provided a lot of the food with our exhibitors providing the rest.   This event is a great fund raiser 
for those groups.   We are all looking forward to another great day next year in beautiful 
Gidgegannup and hope to welcome everyone back again. 

We would like to thank our sponsors and supporters, the Countryman Newspaper, City of Swan, 
the EMRC and the Bendigo Bank. 


