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Important Dates 
31st March Last day of Prohibited Burning Season - unless extended 
1st  April  Start of Restricted Burning Season - unless delayed 
31st May End of Restricted Burning Season  
 
Brigades looking for recruits 
Brigades are always looking for new recruits. The average age of members is getting 
older, and each year a percentage of members retire for various reasons. Especially 
useful are people who are likely to be around and available on weekdays when we 
have most difficulty mounting a full response due to so many members being away 
from the district at work etc. 
NOW is the time to apply if you wish to contribute to your community. This gives 
plenty of time to complete the application process, complete all necessary training, 
and get a bit of experience with hazard reduction burning before NEXT fire season. 
Contact your local Brigade for further info. 
 
Seasonal Restrictions  
Once the Restricted Burning Season commences, the following restrictions apply 
ALL burning before 6:00 pm requires a permit.  
Most burning after 6:00 pm requires a permit 
The only exception is a single small heap of garden refuse between 6:00 pm and 
which is fully extinguished by midnight and subject to strict conditions.  
Check your annual firebreak brochure or www.swan.wa.gov.au for more detail 
ALL burning is prohibited regardless (and Permits automatically suspended without 
notice) on any day when the forecast Fire Danger Index is “Very High” or above, or if 
a Total Fire Ban or Vehicle Movement, Harvest or Operation of Machinery Ban is in 
force.  
 
Permits 
You can apply for a permit at the Gidge Fire Shed between 08:30 and 10:00 on 
Saturday mornings once the Restricted Burning Season starts.  Early in the season 
permit conditions will be tight. It is likely that burning of heaps only and not running 
fire will be allowed until soil moisture conditions improve. 
You can't ask for a permit on behalf of someone else as the permit holder is required 
to sign to confirm that they are fully aware of and agree to the conditions. 
 
Reporting of Smoke etc 
If you believe a fire to be illegal, unsafe, or out of control, dial 000, however please 
use some judgement in making the decision. There will be significant legal burning 
occurring during the Restricted Season, so some common sense is required in 
deciding whether to report smoke and fire. While Brigades are happy to respond to 
emergencies or illegal burns, vollies do become jaded if there are too many false 
alarms.  

http://www.swan.wa.gov.au
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Typical causes of false alarms are:  
• dust from offroad vehicles, bikes, tractors, earthmoving machinery 
• dust from strong winds or "willy willies" 
• smoke from distant legal burns or wildfires, often tens of kms away 
• panic at any sign of fire rather than taking a couple of minutes to check 

whether it may be legal 
• permit holders not complying with notification requirements - though this 

means the burn becomes illegal 
 
What should you do if reporting smoke or fire? 
Dial 000. Be specific and quote a street number if you can. All properties should 
have a street number displayed at the main entrance (required under City of Swan 
Local Laws). Avoid using lot numbers. If you can't see a street number quote a 
distance from the nearest intersection. There is nothing more frustrating than trying 
to find a small fire "somewhere in Berry rd". 
Burns requiring a permit must be notified to adjoining properties (including across the 
road) and to be notified to DFES. If you can quote a specific address when dialling 
000 they should be able to tell you whether there is a legal burn registered as 
occurring there and also avoid unnecessary Brigade turnouts. 
 
What should be doing during autumn? 
This is the best time of year to be doing a majority of the physical trimming and 
removal of vegetation which may present a hazard. This includes any work required 
to establish a proper Building Protection Zone. 
Doing the major part of this work in autumn allows time for proper drying and safe 
burning of the trimmings in late autumn, winter and early spring when it can be done 
most safely. It also means that if you are using machinery to do your work this there 
is less “tearing up” of the ground than you would get in winter and spring. If you plan 
well by mid spring you should have only minor branch trimming and slashing etc of 
grass to worry about. 
All too often we see people frantically doing last minute clearing prior to the next fire 
season, and being left with significant piles of material that they are not allowed to 
burn, especially if the hot weather arrives early.  
 
Hazard Reduction Burning - conducting your own 
Residents can with suitable experience, guidance, preparations and equipment do 
this safely.  NOW is the time you should be planning. and making adequate 
preparations for when conditions become suitable. A plan should be developed for a 
suitable burn rotation across your bushland rather than doing it all in one go. 
Adequate firebreaks should be in place around the burn area, immediately alongside 
or very close to any area to be burnt (this will be a permit condition regardless). 
Firefighting equipment eg trailer units or slipons need to be ready to go (also usually 
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a permit requirement). Consider getting your neighbours involved in helping, and you 
helping them in return. If you would like any advice on how you can safely do your 
own burn this please ask your local Brigade. 
 
Hazard Reduction Burning - Brigades assisting you 
For larger burns for which you would like the help of brigades NOW is the time to 
make contact, not later in the year. There is usually a list of burns to do, limited 
weather windows for safe burning, and limited volunteer time available. If you apply 
later in the year it is much more likely that you will miss out. Priority is always given 
to larger and more strategically important burns. 
Once contact is made, a visit will be arranged and a preliminary assessment done. If 
then deemed appropriate a prescription will be drawn up for approval by City of 
Swan and a fee quoted. The prescription will include preparations that you must 
make (eg firebreaks, clearing around any infrastructure etc) before the burn can 
happen.  
 


