
Gidge Fire News and Advice - Oct 2015

Important Dates

1st Oct Start of Restricted Burning Season - Permits Required
10th Oct Bush Fire Ready public meeting - 10:00 am at the Gidge Fire Shed
2nd Nov Firebreaks and Building Protection Zones must be in place
1st Dec Start of Prohibited Burning Season

We can argue the causes, but can't deny the fact that climate is changing. Early drying has escalated
fire behaviour, as evidenced at controlled burns, and at bush fires which have occurred so far this
spring. As a community we need to be much more vigilant in taking appropriate precautions to
prevent, and assist in controlling bush fires. This especially means taking responsibility for fuel
management. If you own the land you own the fuel, and YOU are responsible for managing it.

Large hazard reduction burns conducted by DPaW, Local Govt Bush Fire Brigades, and occasionally
DFES, have caused alarm to the community at times. While some may debate whether they should
occur, the weight of scientific evidence as well as the observations of those who regularly fight fires
supports their effectiveness in reducing the intensity of wildfires, and increases the effectiveness of
efforts to contain and control them.

Following on from the background article on Brigades and their structure a couple of issues ago,
below there is a background item on Bush Fire Control Officers, as their position and role is often
misunderstood by the wider community.

Bush Fire Ready Public Meeting 10th Oct 10:00 am to 12:00 Gidge Fire Shed
This is a great opportunity to get advice on how you can best prepare for the fire season, and to meet
some of your Brigade representatives. The meeting will be run by Local Bush Fire Ready Facilitators
(who are also Bush Fire Brigade Volunteers) and will be mainly question and answer so you can get
responses to what most concerns you. There will also be a City of Swan Rep there to answer
questions on their behalf.

Your Responsibilities under the Bush Fires Act
You are required to comply with the Annual Firebreak Notice from City of Swan (or other local Govt if
you have property there). This imposes an obligation on you to maintain firebreaks and Building
Protection Zones on your property. You must also mange fuel loads in both pastures and bush. Details
are in the flyer mailed to residents in the rural areas of City of Swan, and in the Annual Guide to the
Bush Fire Season.

You also have an obligation to report and attempt to extinguish any bush fire occurring on your land
irrespective of the cause. You are not expected to expose yourself to undue danger in carrying out this
obligation, and in many cases the higher priority is ensuring the safety of yourself, your family, and
vulnerable persons.

Having a robust Bush Fire Survival Plan, appropriate infrastructure and equipment, and ensuring your
whole family are thoroughly familiar with the plan and equipment will go a long way to ensuring your
family's safety, and enabling you to meet your obligation to control bush fire on your land.

Restricted Burning Season 1st Oct to 30th Nov
All forms of burning before 18:00 (6:00pm) on any day require a permit
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All but the smallest fires after 6:00 pm require a permit. The exception is a single small heap of
garden refuse (not exceeding 1 sq m) and only between 6:00 and midnight (must be fully
extinguished).

Further details are on the flyer mailed out by City of Swan, and in the Annual Guide to the Fire Season
available in hard copy from the Gidge Fire shed, City Admin Building, Gidge Place Office, City
Libraries, and online www.swan.wa.gov.au

You can apply for a Permit to Burn at the Gidge Fire shed between 08:30 and 10:00. Make sure you
have explained to you clearly the conditions on your individual permit (you have to sign to
acknowledge you have understood them). Penalties up to $5,000 apply for non-compliance.

Note that if excessive drying occurs and fire behaviour is deemed too risky, there may be an early cut
off in permit issuing this season.

Bush Fire Control Officers
Commonly known as FCOs, these are appointed by Local Govt. FCOs have special powers under the
Bush Fires Act. These may have full, or in some cases limited powers.

At present the Chief Bush Fire Control Officer (CBFCO) is appointed under an agreement between
City of Swan and DFES. There are also 3 volunteer Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officers
appointed by the City of Swan. In Gidge Sean Corbin is DCBFCO1 and John Mangini is DCBFCO2.
Kerry Lovett from West Swan is DCBFCO3. Similar arrangements apply in Toodyay shire. 

Each Brigade has several Operational FCOs with full powers under the Bush Fires Act. These are
generally current or former Captains and Lieutenants with extensive history of bush fire fighting and
additional training in Incident Management and Bush Fire related legislation.  Most Lieutenants are
not appointed FCOs. They have the power and subject to circumstances the obligation to take charge
of any fire fighting operation outside the gazetted fire districts (areas covered by FRS Red Trucks)
within the City of Swan. All of Gidge is outside the gazetted fire district. Operational FCOs are also
expected to take part in the Incident Management Teams (IMTs) with large scale incidents when the
CBFCO, DCBFCOs or in very large fires DFES take over.

General powers of FCOs also include issuing Permits to Burn, investigating  fire hazards and
offences, inspecting  firebreaks, building Protection Zones  and other precautions required of
residents and right of entry into property in exercise of their powers. It is an offence to obstruct them in
the reasonable exercise of their powers, or to refuse to give your name and address on demand if
reasonably suspected of committing an offence under the Bush Fires Act 1954 as amended.

City of Swan Customer Advocates are appointed non-operational FCOs, ie they have all the general
powers of investigation, entry and enforcement, but are not authorised to take charge of fire fighting
operations.

Each Brigade also has 2 or 3 FCOs who are limited to issuing Permits to Burn.

2

http://www.swan.wa.gov.au

