
Gidge Fire News and Advice Nov 2015

Important dates
Nov 2nd Firebreaks and Building Protection Zones must be in place in City of Swan
1st Dec Start of Prohibited Burning Season

We are moving towards the highest risk time of year. Drying has been well in advance of yearly
averages and fuel loads remain high in many areas. Expect fires to be very intense and fast moving on
some days. See below re "Blow up" days and fire bans.
Bush fires from escaped burns continue to plague us, the common denominator is that they have not
been properly extinguished. The consequences of such escapes will dramatically increase as drying
continues.

Common causes of fires
Other than from lightning, only a tiny percentage of bush fires are from natural causes. Most of the
rest are from human activities, whether accidental or deliberate. Accidental causes include powerline
failures, and machinery and vehicle electrical faults. Carelessness is a big factor, examples include
poor management of hot work, slashing and mowing, machinery and vehicle exhausts being in contact
with flammable material, poor management of any burning, especially not extinguishing properly etc. 
Consider carefully all your activities. Does it pose a risk? Can I mitigate that risk? Can I postpone that
activity until a safer time?

Restricted Season and Permits
By the time this article is published, Permits to Burn will be severely restricted, if not suspended
entirely. This will still allow residents to burn a single heap of garden refuse less than 1 sq m between
6:00 pm and midnight but make sure you comply with all the conditions. Refer www.swan.wa.gov.au
or the Annual Guide to the Fire Season for conditions which apply.
However all burning is prohibited, whether or not a permit is required, on any day when the forecast
Fire Danger Rating is "Very High" or above, or if a DFES or Local Govt ban is in place for that day.
The onus is on YOU to check and comply.

Prohibited Burning Season - starts 1st Dec 2015 - ends 31st March 2015 but is usually extended
 Changes brought in during 2014 mean you are no longer allowed to burn up to 1 sqm of garden
refuse after 6:00 pm during the Prohibited Season
The only solid fuel fires allowed in the open air (this includes open verandahs, patios etc) are cooking
fires, these are subject to strict conditions, should only be of sufficient size for the task, and should be
fully extinguished immediately cooking is completed. Not allowed on days of "Very High" or above
fire danger, or if a Fire Ban is in force that day (see below)

Blow Up Days
These are days considered particularly high risk. There is no strict demarcation, but typically they are
days when temperatures  above 35o C and with 35km/h winds are expected at the same time. This is
when fires are considered to be very difficult to control. 
These are days when residents should be particularly careful in avoiding any activities which have the
potential to start a fire. They should also consider implementing some aspects of their Bush Fire
Survival Plans in advance. In particular vulnerable people might be better away from the district that
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day. Note that there are frequently very hot days that are not considered "Blow up" days, and typically
a 42oC deg day with moderate morning easterlies which die off during the hottest part of the day may
be significantly lower risk than a 35oC day where the winds remain strong throughout.

Fire Bans
There are several ways these may be imposed.
A Bush Fire Control Officer can prohibit a particular activity on the spot if it is considered that it
poses an unacceptable risk of causing a Bush Fire.
Local Govt can impose a Vehicle Movement and Harvest Ban for all or part of its area on higher
risk days - usually on days of "Very High" or above Fire Danger. Penalties for breaches $5,000,
however if a Total Fire Ban is also in force the higher penalties apply.
DFES can issue a regional Total Fire Ban - usually on days of "Severe" or higher Fire Danger.
Penalties for breaches $25,000 and/or 12 months jail
The onus is always on you to check whether a ban MIGHT be in place

Vehicle Movement and Harvest Bans (VM&HB)
Expect these on days when the forecast fire danger is "Very High or above". 
These are imposed by Local Govt. VM&HBs prohibit vehicle movement and operation of any
machinery in pasture, crop or bush unless it is for the urgent and immediate safety and welfare of
persons or stock. Movement is generally restricted to gazetted roads, and driveways and parking areas
at premises. This ban includes use of chainsaws, mowers, slashers etc except in suburban areas. Hot
work in the open air or "any other act likely to cause a bush fire" are also prohibited unless the person
holds an exemption issued under the Bush Fires Act.
Bans may sometimes be imposed only for the highest risk part of the day to allow some rural pursuits
during the cooler parts of the day.
VM&HBs are not posted on the DFES website. They are advertised on ABC Regional radio at 10:05,
13:05 and 14:05 while the ban is actually in force. In Gidgegannup this means 720 AM Radio. Each
Local Govt also has means of advising residents. City of Swan records notice of ban on 92679326,
and on the City website www.swan.wa.gov.au
The onus is always on you to check whether a ban MIGHT be in place

Total Fire Ban (TFB)
Imposed by DFES on a regional basis on higher risk and "Blow Up" days. Prohibits all solid fuel fires
in the open air, and hot works for anyone who does not have an exemption. It also prohibits any
recreational use of vehicles, quads, motorbikes etc in pasture, crop or bush.  For the full list of
activities controlled or prohibited please refer to www.dfes.wa.gov.au, then click on the "Total Fire
Ban" tab.
Harvesting and "necessary agricultural activities" can continue only as long as Local Govt has not
issued a Vehicle Movement and Harvest Ban. However in most circumstances if a TFB is in place,
a Local Govt VM&HB will also apply.
TFBs are usually issued from midnight to midnight. Details on the DFES website
www.dfes.wa.gov.au, and on the TFB info line 1800 709 355
The onus is always on you to check whether a ban MIGHT be in place
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Hot work in the open air
This includes grinding, welding gas cutting and heating. Not allowed at all if the fire danger that day
is "Very High" or above, or if a TFB or VM&HB is in force that day. The only exception is for
someone holding an exemption under the Bush Fires Act.
On days when it is allowed, as a minimum you must have a 5 metres clear of flammable material in
all directions, and a WATER extinguisher of at least 7.5 lts. A knapsack spray or 9 lt stored pressure
water extinguisher comply, but a fire unit is better. Good idea to wet down well beyond your already
cleared  5 metre buffer. Best also have someone else as a "fire watch", you might not see that spark fly
off into nearby grass or bush while wearing a welding helmet or goggles. 

Slashing and Mowing
Slashing is a common causes of bush fires, an example is the 200 Ha fire in Berry rd earlier this year.
Slashers and mowers risk blade contact with rocks etc which creates sparks. Slashing should be done
as early in the season as practicable, and as the season advances it should only be done at the coolest
time of day, ie early mornings, and only on lower risk days regardless. You should have a water based
means of extinguishment immediately available (eg knapsack spray or 9 lt stored pressure) and it is
good to have a fire unit as a backup ready to go nearby.

Vehicles and Machinery in pasture or bush
Restricted or prohibited during TFBs and VM&HBs (see above)
Exhausts from vehicles, motorbikes and quads, and machinery have caused quite a few fires around
Gidge in recent years. This can be from contact with dry grass etc, accumulation of dry material
around exhausts and from exhaust sparks. All exhausts are required to be free from leaks. Tractors,
harvesters etc are required to have vertical exhausts with spark arrestors. Chainsaws/mowers/slashers
etc  should also have spark arrestors. Exhausts should be kept clear of any accumulations of dry grass,
leaves etc.
Avoid where practicable driving or parking on any dry grass, no matter how short it is. Modern cars,
SUVs etc pose a particular risk, as catalytic converters on modern exhausts run very hot.
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