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Gidge Fire News and Advice - June 2016 

Important dates 
17th May 2016 - last day of Restricted Burning Season 
1st Oct 2016 - Restricted Burning Season commences 
 
Ferguson Enquiry 
At the time of writing the report into the Waroona/Yarloop bush fires has been 
completed, and handed to the WA Govt, but not yet publicly released. This could 
lead to significant restructuring of the Bush Fire Service. Hopefully whatever the 
changes, local volunteers and communities remain empowered so as to maintain 
community resilience, and that they lead to a significant increase in the 
resourcing for hazard reduction, which is the best way of reducing the risk and 
impact from bush fires. 
 
Thanks to the community 
Recently the Gidgegannup community put on a function at the Rec club to 
express appreciation of the Bush Fire Brigade volunteers. A great afternoon was 
had by all, with it being attended by a good number of volunteers, their families, 
and other community members, plus ward councillors and both state and federal 
MPs. Thanks to all that made this happen. 
 
End of Season debrief 
On Sat April 30th, City of Swan held its end of fire season debrief, attended by 
Brigade Captains, officers, and FCOs, plus City staff. Various incidents were 
reviewed, in particular the way emergency services, including your volunteer 
brigades, responded to them. These included the 100+ ha Noble Falls fire early 
in the season, the many escaped burns leading up to the fire season, the spate 
of arson attacks, and of course deployments to major fires elsewhere in the 
southern part of the state. 
Hopefully the lessons learned from this event will lead to continuous 
improvement in the way we respond to emergencies. 
 
Current fire restrictions 
As the Restricted Burning Season is now ended, permits to burn are not 
required. However you are still required to take appropriate precautions to 
prevent escape of fire, or impact on neighbours etc. This includes minimising 
smoke across roads. You should never leave a fire unattended unless it is safe. 
While the rain has certainly dampened fire behaviour significantly, if a dry spell 
occurs this could change. Historically we have had escaped burns in winter. 
If in doubt as to how to manage your burning, please seek advice from your 
local brigade. 
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Whom should you notify 
Safe and legal burns often trigger false alarms and unnecessary callouts by 
brigades. For all but the smallest burns it always pays to notify adjoining 
landholders well in advance, and DFES Communications immediately before 
lighting up. For large scale burning it is a good idea to advise more widely. 
DFES Communications number is 1800 198 140 
 
Why the Restricted Season was terminated when it was 
The dates of the Restricted Burning Season are based on long term trends. The 
ability of Local Govt to vary them based on short term trends, such as early rain 
this year, is limited. The Bush Fires Act 1954 (as amended) allows the season 
dates to be varied by not more than 2 weeks. This meant City of Swan was only 
able to change the date of the last day of the Restricted Period from 31st back to 
17th May. Hopefully the Emergency Services Legislation Review brings about 
changes allowing much more flexibility. 
 
 
 


