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Gidge Fire News and Advice - August 2016 
 
Rain, rain, O lovely rain, great to see but we could use much more. We have 
already seen some side effects including amazing clover germination earlier in 
the season, overall rapid pasture growth, and people getting bogged where they 
have driven with impunity for many years (very long term residents remember 
that this used to be the norm at this time of year). Hopefully the wild flower 
season will be spectacular. 
A downside will be the spectacular pasture growth, which unfortunately will 
present an elevated fire hazard when it dries off unless you ALL fulfil your 
responsibility to deal with it by grazing, slashing etc in good time for the fire 
season. Remember if you own the fuel, you own the risk and are expected to 
deal with it. 
 
Since the last Fire News and Advice (2 issues ago), your local volunteers have 
been having a bit of a rest, with few callouts, but using the time to do some 
training. Some brigades have had their AGMS. They have also had various 
combined meetings including City of Swan Fire Operations Working Group 
(operational response, hazard reduction and general issues), CoS Training 
Committee Meeting, and Bush Fire Advisory Committee (BFAC) which deals with 
strategic issues. City of Swan has also hosted the Perth North District Operations 
Advisory Committee (5 Local Govts) and the combined Association of Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigades forum for North Metro region. 
Gidge brigades combined for a Xmas in July on the 23rd - thanks to City of Swan 
for supporting this. 
 

Ferguson Report - opportunity for once in a generation change 
In June the "Ferguson" Report  - "Reframing Rural Fire Management" - 
Report of the Special Enquiry into the January 2016 Waroona Fire was 
released publicly. This report  addresses the fundamental issues in a way which 
has not been done since the 1961 Royal Commission into the Bush Fires of 
Dec 1960, and Jan, Feb and Mar 1961. That enquiry  resulted in robust bush 
fire management on the SW of the state for 40 years without the massive scale 
of housing and infrastructure loss which has occurred in recent years. Is it just a 
coincidence that the situation has so much worsened since the abolition of the 
Bush Fires Board and formation of FESA at the end of the 1990s? 
Ferguson doesn't just look at the way the Waroona/Yarloop fires were managed, 
but into the underlying factors which contributed to its intensity, and into the 
whole way bush fire risk is managed in WA. What he has found is not a good 
look! In his words the system, at least at state level,  is broken, and the 
experience and advice of those with the most experience in Bush Fire Risk 
Management sidelined and their advice often overlooked or ignored.   
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The "Ferguson" Report recommendations, if fully adopted, will not be popular 
with many, but have great potential to bring about change as positive as did the 
follow up from the 1961 Royal Commission.  
Major recommendations include setting up of an independent Rural Fire Service, 
preferably independent of DFES, responsible for prevention including hazard 
reduction, as well as management of bush fires. It is envisaged that 
your volunteer Bush Fire Brigades would operate under the umbrella of this 
organisation and will be better managed, resourced and trained as a result. 
The report talks about empowering communities, and making them more 
resilient to the risk from bush fires. It recommends much more resourcing for 
bush fire risk mitigation, including hazard reduction burning, as well as 
significant changes in other aspects of Emergency Management.  
 
Observations so far through the Bush Fire Brigade network across the state, and 
from other organisations and individuals is that those with extensive and 
credible experience with bush fire risk management strongly support pretty well 
all of the recommendations, and those without that experience or who might 
have other vested interests oppose such recommendations as setting up a truly 
independent Rural Fire Service. 
 
For more detail, refer to the report itself, also the letter on the subject from the 
Gidgegannup Progress Association which goes into more detail than this article, 
and the Association of Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades website www.avbfb.org.au 
 
The WA Govt will give its response to the report in Sept. It may not necessarily 
adopt most of the recommendations. These changes will be resisted in some 
quarters, including by some in govt. This is why we need EACH AND EVERY ONE 
OF YOU to express your opinions on this DIRECTLY to your elected 
representatives in the WA Parliament, ie MLAs and MLCs. This should be done 
prior to mid August to have any real impact. 
  
Please don't leave it any later to express your views. By then the decisions as to 
the way forward will likely have been made, for better or for worse! 

http://www.avbfb.org.au

