
Fire News and Advice - May 2017

Correction to Restricted Burning Season in City of Swan
Apologies there was an error in last month's article, the City of Swan
Restricted Burning Season ends 31st May, NOT 30th April

Important dates
Restricted Season in Shire of Toodyay ended 18th April
Restricted Season in Swan ends 31st May unless shortened before then.
The reason for the difference is that overall soil moisture is much higher
in Toodyay than in Swan. At time of writing (20th April) levels in the hills
part of Swan are similar to early January, and for the coastal plain similar
to late December. This means fires in bush can still be very active and this
won't change much without significant rain.

Permits in Swan
Available at the Gidgegannup Fire Shed 08:30 to 10:00 on Saturday
Mornings. The location may change as redevelopment of the station may
be commencing soon, watch the Gidgegannup community and brigade
facebook pages, and Gidge community website for details.

Preparation for next fire season starts NOW
This is when you should be starting the major part of preparing for next
fire season, especially major trimming of vegetation, clearing Building
Protection Zones and including overhanging vegetation on firebreaks etc.
Doing it now has several advantages. Machinery movement is less likely
to create major ground disturbance and risk bogging. There will be plenty
of time to allow trimmings etc to dry properly before being safely burnt.
Hint, cheap plastic sheeting over heaps will help maintain dryness once
rains set in - please remove it before burning, it is not only illegal to burn
plastic, but damaging to the environment. Each year some residents get
caught out with large heaps at the end of spring which they find they are
not allowed to burn, better to do all the work early.

Hazard Reduction Burning happening
Parks and Wildlife have conducted large scale burning at Moondyne
(across the Avon river) and in other areas. They also plan a couple of
burns this autumn or early winter in the eastern part of Walyunga
National Park and in Avon Valley National Park. Burn details, including
those approved for lighting on the day, and active ones from previous
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lighting are available - refer to
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/fire/prescribed-burning/burns
Brigades will be doing quite a few burns, and numerous permits have and
will be issued to private landowners in Gidgegannup.
As always common sense should apply when deciding whether to dial 000
to report fire and smoke sightings.

Hazard Reduction Burning on your property
While the restricted burning season is in force, you require a permit for
most forms of burning. It is not hard to get one provided you have
appropriate measures in place, including for loss of control of the burn.
The conditions applying to the permit will be explained by the Fire Control
Officer when you apply. For some burns, including all running fire in bush
you will be required to have at least one fire unit appropriate to the
terrain immediately available on site, for larger burns more than one.
If you wish the brigade to do a burn, contact them sooner rather than
later, as volunteer time is limited, and sometimes they become quickly
"booked out".
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