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 So far..so good!

 

Several longstanding Committee Members have retired. Any 

financial member of GAS is entitled to nominate for election 

and you are all encouraged to consider becoming involved. To 

make duties less arduous, some responsibilities have been 

split and job sharing will be encouraged. Contact a current 

Committee Member for further information.

Members encouraged to step up

The committee had to make a very hard decision to cancel the 

2020 Gidge Show because of COVID restrictions, so 

hopefully 2021 will be a lot better and the 75th Gidge show 

will be able to be held.

Time to get back to work

It's the beginning of February and everything should be 

settling down by now – holidays are over and children are 

back to school; a small sigh of relief all round perhaps …

But it's also time for looking ahead and at 5.30pm on Sunday 

February 28th the Gidgegannup Agricultural Society will 

hold its AGM at the Showgrounds Hall and start seriously 

looking towards organising the 75th Gidgegannup 

Agricultural Show on Saturday October 30th 2021.

 

Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc. is looking for 
someone with bookkeeping experience to perform 

this important role. Outgoing Treasurer is willing to 
help the committee with any information needed to 

the next Treasurer when possible. 
The successful applicant will receive an annual 

honorarium for performing this vital role.
For further information contact 

 President Gordon Caine on 0403 056 019.

New Treasurer 
required

VENUE:  Gidgegannup Agricultural Hall

DATE:  28 February 2021  TIME: 5.30pm.

AGENDA:

GIDGEGANNUP AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY INC.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Correspondence

Presidents Report

Members Questions/Statements.

Meeting Closed

Election of 2021 Committee

Acceptance of 2020 AGM Minutes.

Presentation/Acceptance Treasurer's 

Financial Statement

Presentation/Acceptance Auditor's report

SplitSystem
C l ean

Clean the air you breathe

Stop breathing dirty air

Have your split 

air conditioner 

comprehensively decontaminated 

and cleaned regularly

See web site 

www.splitsystemclean.com.au 

0439 967 939

Email jmills@splitsystemclean.com.au  
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Gidgegram March 2021: Deadline Thursday 18th February 2021 - Distribution 24th February 2021

Bookings

9574 6424
Lot 122 Mayo Road 

(near Noble Falls) 

Gidgegannup

NEW MENU

Modern Australian A-la-Carte

Gold Plate Chef

Functions / weddings / picnic hampers

BYO

www.cherithgrove.com.au

Organic 
Olive Oil 

Sales

Opening Hours
Sat 9am - 9pm
Sun 9am - 4pm

General Garden Clean-ups 
Weeding and Whipper-snippering
Reticulation Repair / Chainsawing
Pruning & Hedge Trimming 
Propagation of Native Plants  
Gutter and Water Tank Cleaning

Phone/Fax: 9574 6263
Mobile: 0419 190 984
Email: gidgeflora@westnet.com.au

Ross Rudeforth 
Assoc. Dip. Ag. 

RURAL & DOMESTIC

Gidgegannup Garden & Property 
Maintenance

Advertisements or articles please Download the Advertising Schedule 

from the website gidgegannup.info 

(Groups > Gidgegannup Agricultural Society > Gidgegram) 

or phone Sandra Harms on 0429 086 253 

GIDGEGANNUP AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

Spouse/Partner Name: ………………………………………………..…

Postal Address:………………………………………………………...….

……………………………………………………..............................…….

Applicant’s Name:………………………………………………………...

MEMBERSHIP FORM  (wef Feb 2019) 

EMAIL:………………………………………………….....………………. 

PLEASE UNDERLINE HERE: SINGLE or FAMILY MEMBERSHIP THEN COMPLETE AS NECESSARY

"

Children attending Primary & Secondary schools are included in 
Family Membership.

Child 1 - Name & Date of Birth:…………………………………………

Child 2 – Name & Date of Birth:  ………………………………………

Child 3 – Name & Date of Birth:  ………………………………………

(If necessary, attach additional Family Members separately.)

Membership fees:   Family :   $20.00        Single:   $15.00

Applications for Membership will be considered 
at the next Committee Meeting of the Society

Please forward your completed form and subscription to:

Gloria Metcalf - Treasurer, Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc.,

PO Box 22, Gidgegannup WA, 6083

Email: treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au

For EFT payment on line: 

BSB: 633108  ACCT: 120250147  Reference: Your Name.
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A recent newspaper post suggested that it was the City of Swan's 
responsibility to resolve the question of what is 'Rural' and what is 
'Predominant use of the land'. A motion was put to council in 
October 2020 asking the Minister for Local Government to review 
the legal issues around the unclear definition of land use and 
zoning. Legal advice to the City detailed that these matters had to be 
resolved in the Act and to have clarity should any legal actions be 
undertaken by either the City of Swan or residents.
The City has held off on a review of rural properties since 2017 in an 
attempt to give residents a fair opportunity to be properly classified 
as GRV or UV. Grey areas in the classification would likely cause 
controversy when the City ultimately undertakes the ratings review.
It is regrettable that the Minister has taken the easy way out and 
handballed the issue back to the City. This has resulted in no clear 
direction in the definitions for the City or its ratepayers. It's time 
that the Labor Government started taking the concerns of City of 
Swan residents seriously, rather than just fobbing us off!
This problem will not go away anytime soon. Other outer 
metropolitan areas are seeing smaller lots become less agricultural 
and being used for residential and lifestyle use. The Minister needs 
to be very clear and resolve this long-standing uncertainty. He 
cannot shirk his responsibly to the ratepayers any longer, we 
deserve a fair go.

Proposed Amendment 166 to Scheme 17 for Additional use 
Industry-General 
At the January Council meeting I moved the following motion 
against a proposed Industrial development on Toodyay Road for 
recycling building materials.
That the Council resolve to:

1) Note the submissions received from the public and agencies.

3. Forward the Amendment documentation and schedule of 

submissions to the Western Australian Planning Commission with 

the request that the Minister for Planning refuse to grant approval 

for the reasons set out above.

Any comments made are those of Cr Rod Henderson alone and do not 
represent the City of Swan council.

2) Concur with submissions received and not support proposed 
Amendment No.166 to Local Planning Scheme No.17 for the 
following reasons:

1. The proposed introduction of an industrial use to the land is 

inconsistent with the intent of the Resource  Zone to provide for 

extractive activities and ultimate rehabilitation of land back to its 

prior natural state – in this instance an extensive bushland 

landscape.

2.  A waste recycling facility has the potential to adversely impact 

the water quality of the Susannah Brook downstream from the 

subject land.

4. Advise all those who made a submission of Council's decision 

accordingly.  
I'm pleased to say that I was supported by the council. Whilst we all 
want to see less waste going to landfill, significant local community 
opposition to the proposal was raised. The application will now go 
to the Minister for Planning for determination. Thank you to 
everyone that made submissions and have so passionately presented 
the case for the long term Landscape area to be rehabilitated once 
the mining activities cease.

Gross Rental Valuation/Unimproved Valuation Rates (GRV/UV)

Rod Henderson, Liberal candidate for Swan Hills
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Gidge Gossips

Celebrating 100 Years

A Hills Power Forum has been held but no good news from 

that except we are told that there will be new technology to 

It really has been very hot and latterly humid – really 

unpleasant but looks like being a bit cooler next week.   Not 

too good for gardening but have managed to get rid of a huge 

amount of leaves around the place, probably about 30 rtv 

loads.   Next year's bonfires are beginning to grow and the 

amount of small branches and twigs that have come down is 

incredible.   Pity we planted all those trees all those years ago, 

but the horses appreciate the shade.

Life though will probably not return to the old normal but we 

have all learnt lessons from this unpleasant episode in our 

lives and some of that is a much deeper appreciation of our 

State and Country and the supportive community we live in.

Result though of the high winds has been a series of power 

outages particularly in North Gidge, which have been 

horrendous for those who have had to endure them, even with 

generators.   About nine outages totalling from two to three 

days.   It is ok for people to say “get a generator”, but these 

people have a 20-30km trip to get fuel; those who work off the 

property, are not there to top the generator fuel up and many 

freezers and fridges loads have had to be thrown.   Much more 

than the pitiful $80 for over 12 hours outage.   We all 

appreciate that Western Power don't want to start a fire but 

feel it is high time that ways of identifying the faults and 

rectifying them are identified and put into place.   The system 

at the moment is sheer lunacy and probably some of our 

residents could go to the Court of Human Rights the way they 

have been treated!  It should be noted that Western Power 

has access to exemptions by DFES for their activity as a 

utility provider, but they do not seem to be acting on that.  

Hope you all had a great Christmas and New Year and how 

lucky we are here in Western Australia and how fortunate we 

are compared with the rest of the world.   Mind you the saying 

is that you “Make your own luck” and that does apply to 

Australia and New Zealand.   Hopefully “normality” will 

return this year with vaccination and continued closure of 

international borders.

make power delivery more reliable and efficient (good news).   

In about 10 years time!!!!    We need a solution to our 

problems now and considering the amount of money that is 

being chucked at all sorts of things, we think it is time that 

some of that should be spent in the Hills to improve our 

power supply delivery.   Encourage all of the community to 

write to the Premier and the media regarding this.

Big thanks to our firies who have been kept busy with a 

seeming multitude of fires, particularly horrible and 

dangerous in these hot and windy conditions.

Good news that the Small Farm Field Day is planning to go 
thahead on 30  May 2021 and let's hope nothing stops it this 

year.   Community groups rely on events like this to raise 

funds and also businesses to make sales and promote their 

products. 

We managed to sell ten of the cows before Christmas and 

noticed that most people were getting rid of their surpluses 

before having to feed them through summer.   Very good 

prices though.

Mick has therefore concluded that 250 years ago, Ireland had 

already gone wireless."

Anyway hope that 2021 is going to be a good year for us all

Yearlings off to be broken soon – yippee.  Our demon mare, 

Ruby, had the most gorgeous little colt and instantly changed 

into the most wonderful mum.   See motherhood does suit 

some.

As the subject of telecommunications (or none) seems to 

fascinate us all, here is the joke:

One week later, the Irish Department of Agriculture reported 

the following:"After digging as deep as 30 feet near 

Ballyhaunis, Co Mayo, Mick O'Connor, a self-taught 

archaeologist, reported that he found absolutely nothing at 

all.

After having dug to a depth of 10 feet last year, British 

scientists found traces of copper wire dating back 200 years 

and came to the conclusion that their ancestors already had a 

telephone network more than 150years ago.

Not to be outdone by the Brits, in the weeks that followed, an 

American archaeologist dug to a depth of 20 feet, and shortly 

after, a story was published in the New York Times: 

"American archaeologists, finding traces of 250-year-old 

copper wire, have concluded that their ancestors already had 

an advanced high-tech communications network 100 years 

earlier than the British".

Logical conclusion... 
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Last year my husband Gordon and I 

decided to buy ourselves a cow for 

Christmas. We just love our animals and 

with Gordon now retired and me semi-

retired we have more time to enjoy our 

animals.

So we got this cow one and a half 
weeks before Christmas and to get 
used to our new cow Rebel we started 
feeding her morning and night from 
a blue bucket.
Everything was just great and she 
came whenever we called her name 
but on December 30 Gordon went to 
feed hay to the sheep as he does every 
day but this time he forgot to close 
the gate.

Here's a story about my beautiful 

Christmas present that nearly 

wasn't !

When he turned around and saw that 
Rebel was not there, it was panic 
stations.

He rang our friend from whom we 
got the cow and he came out to help 
look for her. They went into another 

Gordon looked all around the 
orchard and in the hay shed but still 
no Rebel so got into his car and drove 
around looking up the road into the 
neighbours but still no cow. 

Rebel the cow goes walkabout
By Esme Caine

Esme with Rebel’s nose in the ‘blue bucket’.

Gordon was so relieved because he 
thought he might have had to get 

 As soon as she heard Gordon calling 
her and seeing him with the blue 
bucket she came over and they 
walked her safely home on a lead. 

neighbour's who lives up the road a 
bit calling her name and there she 
was, socialising with his milking cow.

divorced if I came home from work 
and there was no Rebel.

She just wants a friend to talk with.  
We just love our cow called Rebel.

Rebel is so lovely. When I sit down 
at the shade house having a cuppa, 
all of a sudden I hear this soft “moo 
moo” and Rebel comes over to see 
me so I give her a handful of greens.

Grow with Gidgegannup! 
Support local businesses and community groups
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gpa@gidgegannup.info  – www.gidgegannup.info

Next Meetings: 15th February, 2021, 15th March, 2021, 19thApril, 2021

20 years living at Gidgegannup
22 years Real Estate Experience
One of Elders top 3 agents 10 years
Elders 180 years of honesty, trust, service and reliability

On each occasion the line has held back in when tried and 

patrols by crews have not identified any root cause issue. No 

equipment failure has been identified and no eye-witness 

accounts from residents has provided further information that 

could help locate a fault. Nonetheless, the continued tripping at 

this end of the line is a concern as to date underlying issues has 

been found meaning the area is at risk of further outages. 

Western Power has made network alterations to split nearby 

circuits up into 3 sections in the hope that a further trip can be 

identified within that smaller section and hopefully 'found and 

fixed' accordingly. We appreciate that this is not a concrete cause 

that can be fixed and may disappoint customers, however this is 

consistent with the known risks of areas where there is a lot of 

vegetation and overhead powerlines. Western Power is acutely 

aware of the repeated outages in Gidgegannup, and is 

continuing to monitor and work towards a solution. 

The 96 customers being impacted here are protected by a high 

voltage protection device known as a 'recloser' which is located 

(electrically) 'upstream' of them around 652 Reserve Rd, 

Gidgegannup. This is the end of the feeder, the last protection 

device on that line and it has tripped at least 4 times since 21 

December 2020. This trip operation tells us a fault has taken 

place in that particular section of network.

During high bushfire risk conditions, Western Power weighs 

the risk of restoring power quickly to reduce impact to 

customers vs a slower restoration that ensures the safety of both 

customers and the network. Western Power acknowledges that 

there is never a convenient time to be without power, but this is 

WESTERN POWER; There have been a number of power 

outages since Christmas for residents in the northern part of 

Gidgegannup.  Western Power can't seem to find where the fault 

is:

Responses from Western Power:

And again: 

·  A number of customers in Gidgegannup have been without 

power several times (9) since Christmas. 

·  Customers were reconnected around 7pm and then lost power 

again at midnight.

·  Western Power has been able to backfeed power to some 

customers, however, the 68 customers currently off are likely 

to remain without power today as a result of another fire 

weather day.

·  The root cause of this fault has been particularly challenging 

to identify. Additional crews are expected in the area today to 

try and identify the fault.

particularly frustrating during hot summer months.

·   We apologise for the inconvenience to customers. We 

understand it's frustrating to be without power during hot 

weather, and after multiple outages so recently.

Note: The Forum was well attended. There was insufficient 

time for debate or many questions.   Jessica has invited the 

GPA to write with further questions and comments.

· Many of those occurrences have been extended outages on fire 

weather days. The most recent extended outage was (13 

January).

Upgrades to the infrastructure which is ageing and has had little 

money spent on it.   In 2000 the GPA attended a Western Power 

forum organised by Jaye Radisich where it was recognised that 

Gidgegannup needed a new substation at the top of Stoneville 

Road before any new residences were connected.   This has 

never happened and many new houses have been built and 

connected in the last twenty years.

Faster connection and some way to address the fire risk so faults 

can be rectified asap safely

Ensuring the vegetation clearing programme is being carried 

We need quicker and more efficient identification of faults.
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Continued overpage

Installations • Free Quotes • Prompt Service • Affordable Prices

Phone Dave on 0408 095 139
Email: dwchm1@hotmail.com

ABN: 8745 2663979

Hills Custom Gates 
& Automation

Locally owned andoperated LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

Wayne & Kerry Best
T: 9574 6153 - E: bestys151@bigpond.com
151 Reen Rd Gidgegannup WA 6083

From my understanding it is the responsibility of the authority 
of the land which the cable runs over , if the cable is in the verge 
between the fence line and the road I am told it is the 
responsibility of the shire/council, if the cable runs inside 
private property then it becomes the responsibility of the 
property owner.

NBN tower in Trimble Road is now in service. Some Gidgedale 
residents are unable to be connected – possibly they need an 
extended antenna on their properties.

TOODYAY ROAD UPGRADE REQUEST EAST LINK-
ORANGE ROUTE:

Recognising that most outages are caused by power outages 
during emergencies, the Government has announced the $18 
million Mobile Network Hardening Program.Stage 1 of the 
program is providing $13.2 million in Government funding to 
Optus, Telstra and TPG to improve network resilience by 
upgrading battery backup power at 467 base station funded 
under Rounds 1 and 2 of the Government's Mobile Black Spot 
Program. These upgrades will increase backup operation to at 
least 12 hours.

There were land line and mobile connection problems in 
O'Brien Road. Mostly due to outages.

City have rectified the vegetation problem but it is still unclear 
as to whose responsibility it is to maintain these overhead land 
lines.

These were raised with Telstra who have responded:

The only time we get involved is if a tree branch has brought 
down a cable and the branch needs to be cut as well other 
branches in that section will be cut in order to reinstate the cable 
for permanent repair.

You may be assured that feedback and suggestions raised during 

community consultation by the Gidgegannup Progress 

Association, as part of project development for Eastlink WA, 

will be noted and considered through the process. It is important 

to note that the project is currently funded for development only. 

Should construction funding become available, I can confirm 

that sealing on both future and existing road surfaces as part of 

the project will be carried out in line with Main Roads' standard 

practices for these works, with an aim to ensure driver safety and 

minimise road network disruptions.

out following best practise and a common sense approach.

The Reen Road mobile tower is to received improved battery 
backup for mobile black spot towers.

Response from Main Roads A/Managing Director: 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS:

This puts the onus firmly back on the City.

Pointed out that if a Landowner can demonstrate that an income 
can be derived from a productive property they can qualify for a 
partial rates exemption.   An accountant's letter is required 
supporting this.   Form available from City.

I note that the Gidgegannup Progress Association supports the 
City with regard to seeking clarification of the method of 
valuation used by the City. While the determination of rates 
payable is the responsibility of local governments in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act), the quantum of 
rates payable is determined by three factors: the method of 
valuation of the land; the valuation of the land and 
improvements; and the rate in the dollar applied to that 
valuation by the local government.

Query as to why some rating categories had been deleted in 2017.   
It was stated that this had been done by the officers.   What is 
needed now is for this to go back to Council and for it to be sorted 
out once and for all

PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO EXTRACTIVE 

INDUSTRY 3650 (LOT 556) TOODYAY ROAD, BAILUP; 

There has been an appeal lodged with SAT.  Noted also that there 
thwas a mediation hearing on 14  December 2020) between 

TRICO RESOURCES PTY LTD v SHIRE OF MUNDARING 

which is the proposed increase to gravel extraction at Bailup.

RATES; Minister's response:

The Act states that land that is used predominantly for non-rural 
purposes is to be rated based on its Gross Rental Value. I 
appreciate that determining the predominate land use of a 
property may not always be clear to all ratepayers within the 
district; however, I am of the view that the City is best placed to 
resolve any current inequities by enforcing a consistent approach 
to its rating reviews to ensure fairness and equity and in clearly 
communicating this to ratepayers.
While the ongoing review of the Act will consider rating, along 
with other aspects of the legislation, in the short-term, the City is 
required to continue to ensure that properties within the district 

are being rated in accordance with the current provisions of the 
Act. The review of the Act is being progressed with the recent 
release of the Local Government Act Review Panels Final 
Report. The Government is considering the recommendations 
made by the Review Panel, along with other recently released 
reports, such as the Select Committee into Local Government 
Final Report. Together with further sector and community 
consultation, these will help to inform the development of a new 
Local Government Act.
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It should be noted that with approximately 18,500 kilometres of 
roads under the agency's responsibility, it is not possible to 
maintain litter free road verges for anything other than short 
periods of time without a significant increase in resources and 
expenses, particularly if the public continue to litter.

and then within the balance stipulated timeframe (UNDER 
THE PLANNED SCHEDULES),  proceed to attend to the 
remaining sections of the road verges.  The Litter Program does 
not have any avenue for change with our crews/allocated 
timeframes working at full capacity in our whole metropolitan 
road network.

Main Roads will continue to work closely with KABC, Road 
Safety Commission, Department of Environmental Regulation, 
and other State and Local Government agencies to address litter 
across our State.  You are encouraged to report areas of concern 
in the first instance to Main Roads on 138 138 or via its website 
and visit the KABC website at www.kabc.wa.gov.au for more 
information on litter management initiatives.

Main Roads has reviewed its Litter Program and additional days 
have been allocated to Toodyay Road in the program for future 
collections.  You would be pleased to know that there are 
PLANNED litter collections on the length of Toodyay Road 
within the metropolitan area, including the Gidgegannup town 
site area, in December 2020, late-January/early February and 
March 2021.

TOODYAY ROAD RUBBISH: Main Roads response: 
Further to our correspondence  on the subject, this is to confirm 
that the last litter collection scheduled for mid-October 2020 
was completed as advised.

Our crews initially focus on the areas of Toodyay Road where 
litter has been reported (AD HOC collections) to our all hours 
Customer Information Centre on 138 138 or via the Main Roads 
website at www.mainroads.wa.gov.au

CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS - PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT NO.166 TO LOCAL PLANNING 
SCHEME NO.17 - TO INSERT AN ADDITIONAL 
USE OF 'INDUSTRY - GENERAL' ON LOT 151 & 
L O T  1 5 2  ( N O.  1 0 6 7 )  T O O D Y AY  R O A D, 
GIDGEGANNUP - LPS17-166

CYCLISTS ON RURAL ROADS; Cycling Safety on 
Rural Roads – Gidgegannup:  Meeting arranged – Road 
s a f e ,  We s t c y c l e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Tr a n s p o r t
When: Monday, 8 February 2021 2:30 PM-4:00 PM 
Where: Place Office Gidgegannup.

Note: The Councillors have not supported this Scheme 
Amendment with only one Councillor in support. 

The GPA and several members have made submissions on this 
objecting to this Scheme Amendment.   Our grounds are 
environmental, consideration of end use of Resource area, 
Toodyay Road.   The proponents appeared at the Agenda Forum 
and made a very vague deputation with obviously little clarity on 
the proposal should it proceed to a development application.   
We thought it was important to question the proposed Scheme 
Amendment as there is no development application at this stage.

Any decision on this will result in the City's advice to the 
Minister.   The Minister can always choose to ignore that advice. 

Report any suspicious 
behaviour to your local 

Rural Watch 
representative

pjfollyfarm@gmail.com
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The break has allowed us to work with the 
City of Swan on  covered courts. The 
courts have only just been resurfaced and 
having them covered will further enhance 
the facilities available in Gidgegannup. 
Preliminary designs have been presented 
and being worked on as we go to print.

2020 presented as the most trying period 
we have experienced since commencing in 
1980.

The Primary School had its end of year 
windup and farewell dinner for the Year 
Six Cohort

Then started a very quick closure of all 
events at the Rec Club, and we had no idea 
when things could or even if they would 
return to normal. 

Just as we were commencing the year. I can 
remember the messages arriving in 
February that the start of the Basketball 
finals were to be cancelled and there was 
no more toilet paper on the shelves of the 
shops.

The Senior Football Club played host to 
the 1st and 2nd semi finals on the Sunday 
and the Junior Club hosted all the age 
Grand Finals for the Swan District Junior 
Council. Two of the most spectacular days 
of sport ever at Percy Cullen Oval.

Everything was shut down and the Rec 
Club and members were all in the same 
predicament.

However glimmers of hope came, and we 
are now operating in a Covid environment 
where sanitiser, QR codes registering 
attendance is the new norm. A costly one 
as cleaning fees, cleaning agents and more 
have jumped in price. Towards the end of 
the season we were able to play host over 
the Queen's Birthday Weekend to a feast of 
football.

The break has also allowed for some much 
needed work to be undertaken. We have 
painted all the outdoor and much of the 
indoor walls.

The oval surface has been completely 
renovated, with close cut , followed by top 

Happenings at the Rec Club

 

We will continue to work closely with COS 
and its staff to improve the total facility for 
all users. To this end we have recently 
purchased two indoor bowling sets and had 
our first run with the equipment. The 
equipment worked fine, while the players 
were not so good.

dressing and surface leveling.

The Club has also undertaken some 
gardening work and we are working with 
COS to install the outdoor gym equipment 
we had ordered some time ago.

Looking forward to seeing you at the Club.

We hope to provide information on outdoor 
movies to be held shortly so stay tuned

As with all groups, we are looking to 
maximize our opportunity to further 
improve using the Cash for cans program. 
As such the bins at Percy Cullen will be 
locked 

The other piece is the garden in front of the 
wall mural is being progressively replanted 
with local natives.
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The palladium/ gold oxides discovery on private farmland off 

Keating Road in the Julimar area is apparently of world 

significance, palladium being such a useful mineral with a value 

above that of gold.

We sold a broadacre farm in the south east and moved here 24 

years ago, where we have developed an attractive lifestyle hobby 

farm with significant planting of trees and shrubs.

There is nothing like having a mineral discovery made on your 

own doorstep to sharpen your interest.

While mining in WA has boosted the economy and provided 

jobs and infrastructure, it's hard to consider the benefits from a 

closely located position.

An official from Chalice has visited us and assured us that it 

would be sometime before mining operations would commence.

We fear that the Julimar Conservation Park that surrounds our 

property on two sides will inevitably succumb to the demands of 

the mine, at least in the long run.

 It is early days and the mining lease has to pass several approval 

processes.

 Little did we realise that we were destined to become witnesses 

and reluctant neighbours to a major mining development.

We cannot say what disruptions of dust, noise, traffic or other 

unforseen hazards might be part of developing such a significant 

mine site.

Our concerns for the environment the possible destruction of 

But now we are and although we do not believe that the 

enormous 'wheels of progress' can in any way be halted, we 

rather wish we didn't have such a prime box seat to the action.

Letter to the Editor

  

Our concern about this extraordinary development literally on 

our doorstep is tempered by a fatalistic regard for history.

 Lyn Dyke and John White -Julimar, Toodyay.

 If this mining discovery is as important as it seems, who are we 

to oppose it? It may be a very important part of bringing on a 

shift to renewables.

 If this mine is to go ahead, what do the Aboriginal people have 

to say about it? Do they know what's proposed? How do they get 

consulted on this?

Our particular concern about possible excessive water 

consumption and the production of waste sludge at the mining 

site was not met with any real concern.

part or all of the surrounding forest with all of the loss of habitat 

and plant cover has of course been assuaged by the assurances of 

the company representative that such disruption will of course 

be minimal.

Since we are not on mains water and rely on rooftop water 

collection for all our water needs, this is no minor worry.

We are a very small consideration in the overall picture. 

However, our concern lies with such stuff as the question of 

where Native Title comes into such a major development.

 Realistically, we are old and probably don't have a lot of time to 

worry about living here but the possible destruction of the forest 

is overwhelming depressing, particularly as we have spent the 

last quarter century building up something akin to a botanical 

park.
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Avon and Hills Mining Awareness Group

Chalice reported to the ASX in early January that the 

Minister for Environment approved “initial non-ground-

disturbing activities” in the forest which the company says 

will be governed under “the approved Stage 1 Conservation 

Management Plan (CPM)”.

By its own projected timeline from discovery to ultimately 

mining the rare minerals, Chalice is not just on track but well 

ahead in terms of gaining State government approval for on-

ground exploration in the Julimar State Forest.

AHMAG could not source this document and wrote to 

Chalice requesting a copy the day after the announcement was 

made.

Chalice responded and extended an invitation to AHMAG to 

meet company representatives at their West Perth office. 

 IN EARLY December 2020 Chalice Gold Mines Ltd changed 

its name to Chalice Minerals Ltd to reflect the discovery in 

the Julimar area of nickel, copper, cobalt, platinum group 

elements and gold.

“Our intention is to establish an open line of communication 

“We welcome Chalice Mining's assurance to consult closely 

with interested community groups and look forward to 

receiving the document,” AHMAG said.

Chalice seeks meeting with AHMAG

In the meantime stay in touch at facebook.com/avonhills or 

write to PO Box 111 Gidgegannup WA 6083.

At the time of writing, a mutually convenient date has not been 

set but we anticipate reporting the outcome of the meeting in 

the March edition of The Gidgegram.

Gravel pit update

Mundaring Shire Council is currently in SAT mediation with 

the company and Toodyay Shire Council is considering a 

submission to SAT supporting Mundaring's rejection of the 

gravel pit expansion.

with your group to ensure awareness of our activities and 

plans,” Chalice Communications Manager Amelia Walker 

said.

“Whilst it is not standard practice and not intended as a 

publicly available document, we can also provide a copy of the 

Stage 1 Management Plan at the meeting as requested,” Ms 

Walker said.

Last October, Mundaring Shire Council rejected Swan 

Gravel/Trico Resources application to increase gravel 

extraction at 3650 Toodyay Road Bailup from 47,000 to 950,000 

tonnes a year and as expected the company has approached the 

State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) to overturn the decision.
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The City of Swan has finished stage one construction of New 
Junction's major public open space, Weeip Park, marking a 
major milestone for the transformational development in 
Midland's CBD and representing decades of planning.
Community members are invited to enjoy the features of stage 
one, which includes a grassed space and a dedicated youth 
zone including shade sails, a climbing wall, basketball goals 
and landscaping.
A public art project is also underway at Weeip Park, with 
Perth artist Fieldey engaging local young people to design 
and paint a mural in the youth zone in the summer school 
holidays.

"We are also very proud of the name Weeip, chosen in 
recognition and celebration of this area's continuing 
significance to the community and traditional owners of the 
Midland area."

"Weeip Park is the centrepiece of this development: a vibrant 
space that honours the past and reflects our community now 
and into the future," he said.

Construction of stage two kick offs in December and will 
complete the play area with cubby houses, a slide tower, 
wetland play area, climbing equipment and toddler's corral.
City of Swan Mayor Kevin Bailey said New Junction will 
revitalise Midland's CBD with a diverse range of residential 
and business development together with outstanding new 
public and community spaces.

project visit www.newjunction.com.au
For more information about the 

Weeip Park is supported by a $1.3 million Lotterywest grant 
which will go towards important facilities for our young 
generations to enjoy, including an outdoor youth space and 
children's play area.

Upon completion of the redevelopment, New Junction will 
boast a total of over 2.3Ha of public open spaces.

The play area in stage two is thanks to a $1 million 
contribution from the Stefanelli family.
The design concept of the children's play space is based on the 
habitats of 11 insects unique to Western Australia, and 
designed to inspire play, discovery and curiosity about our 
natural environment.
The wider public open space is designed to support and 
encourage community events and family gatherings through 
the inclusion of seating, lighting, a small grandstand and 
public amenities.

Weeip was the traditional leader of the Boora Clan (Boya 
Ngura people) who were responsible for the City of Swan area 
during the first decade of European settlement.
The City is also incorporating displays that tell the story of 
Weeip and his people for visitors to learn more about our 
Whadjuk Noongar culture, which dates back tens of 
thousands of years.

City of Swan celebrates major milestone for New Junction development
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Just come along and have a good time 

Country Women's Association meets every 
Wednesday at the CWA Hall, Gidge 

Showgrounds from 10am.

with a great bunch of other local ladies.  
Transport can be arranged.

Wednesday from 10am till 2pm.

You don't have to be a 'Country' woman, 
and you certainly don't have to be able to 

cook or knit.

Homemade crafts for sale every 

Ladies are you free on Wednesdays?

CWA   

For more details, please phone.

GIDGEGANNUP 
BRANCH

President:  Terrianne 0435 394 157

Gidgegannup 
Square Dance Club

We will be dancing every second and fourth 
Saturday of every month at the Showgrounds Hall 

in Gidgegannup. 

 Give it a Go What have you got to Lose!!!
For more info please contact us on 95746054 or 

95746071

Everyone is welcome to join in.....

We have the year worked out with some great 
dances organised through the year. 

When you see them advertised come along and 
join in the fun for the night. 

14 September 2020
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& 0447 986 289

Owner/Operator

• Installation

• Sanding

• Polishing

• Coating

Free Quotes - Quality Workmanship

Toodyay 
Timber 
Flooring

Toodyay 
Timber 
Flooring

It may just be enough if you are unfortunate enough to have a 
fire near or at your property.

Happy New year to one and all
Unfortunately, the year hasn't started off to well with a couple of 
serious fires, and to those that have been impacted by these I feel 
for you. I have been in this situation before and know what grief  
it causes.

Just as a sideline, it doesn't do any harm to touch-up firebreaks 
during the coming months.
Dropping leaves and twigs/branches can soon render a firebreak 
useless, hence the saying “a stich in time...”.

For anyone selling stock (sheep and cattle), the prices being 
achieved  now is as good as winning Lotto. Since November last 
year, the prices have been climbing to advantageous highs and 
do not appear to be abating in the foreseeable future.

Now is the time to keep feed up to your livestock,  plus a good 
water supply and shade.

Prices for producers is now making stock extremely 
valuable—good for the sellers—not so flash if you're a buyer at 
the markets or wanting meat off the butcher's shelves.

With little or no rain for most of the summer so far, the paddocks 
are starting to look a bit bare.

Good quality hay, pasture licks, either block or loose form, and 
occasionally pellets, will keep your stock healthy, and hopefully 
not roaming looking for something that might look and be more 
appealing over the fence.

Still, many of us have been waiting a long time for prices to reflect 
what we have been putting into our stock.

Be aware if you are selling and using a Waybill Book, a new one is 
required with the numbers 0720  at the top of the page and in the 
centre

If you are transporting stock yourself, be aware stocking numbers 
in trucks etc are being scrutinised by stock inspectors at Muchea. 
To be sure of what's what, about this, it would be best to contact 
your stock agent for clarification.

 

If rounding them up and transporting is or will cause stress, this 
is a good way of quietening them.

Good breeding  will always give a good return, as it is now.

Certainly is worth considering, especially with the hot weather 
upon us.

Look after the stock you own, they are a very valuable asset now.

So, to start the Gidgegram year off, take care, maintain your 
firebreaks, and have a fire unit filled and make sure the engine 
and pump work when needed..

It is an option that I have used very successfully in the past. There 
is a small dollar cost per head, but I find this comes back with a 
plus at sale time.

A  facility is also available at Muchea, whereby, stock can be held 
overnight, ie the day before the sale, put onto feed and water and 
under cover.

Around the Farm  by The Farmer

All welcome, come along and find out what we have planned 
for 2021.

First meeting of the year  Thursday 4th of February at 
Gidgegannup  Showgrounds  Hall  at 7pm 

 

As we finish Birak and move into Bunuru (February/March) 
Bunuru is the white flower period. Marri, Jarrah and 
blackbutt trees blossom.

Check out our facebook page for details and what's flowering 
now. 

It is also the hottest time of the year with easterly winds in the 
morning and the south westerlies in the afternoon.

Wooroloo Brook Landcare 
Environmental Group
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Your local Chiropractic and 
Natural Therapy centre
5375 Stoneville Road Stoneville

Visit our website for further information 
and online bookings

www.justaddhealth.com.au
or phone 9295 6663

Card and Hicap facilities available

Remedial Massage 
available on weekends

Lidia Myburgh Diploma RM

Thursday 10am-5pm, 
Alternate Friday, Saturday & Sundays 

10am-5pm

Sarah Cheng Diploma RM

Available Tuesday 9am-12pm and
Alternate Sundays 9am -12pm

Practitioners

Junior coaching is also available on Wednesday afternoon

2020-2021 tennis season is upon us.

Contact Pam 0427526991

There are three options to play.

Court Hire is available through Book a Court refer to our web site

Address 7545 Great Eastern Highway

Mundaring Tennis Club
With new lights and fabulous court surfaces the 

MONDAY night 7pm social tennis.

All Players Welcome

“Mundaring Tennis Club”

contact Toni at Advantage You on 0422121357

WEDNESDAY morning 8.30am social tennis.
THURSDAY night 7pm social competition tennis.

Experience

Gidgegannup
in the hills

www.gidgegannup.info
experiencegidge@gidgegannup.info.com.au

Again we have the support of the 
Countryman Newspaper.

We have decided to be brave and are in the 
process of booking all the entertainment 
and speakers and sending out the 
Exhibitors Application form to our 
mailing list of exhibitors.   Several have 
remained booked from last year and we 
will give precedence to our long term 
existing exhibitors and those who were 
disappointed last year.

We have already had several applications.

SMALL FARM FIELD DAY SUNDAY 
30th MAY 2021

Covid 19 regulations at the time will be in 
place, which will probably mean on line 
ticketing, QR code and/or contact register 
and limits on those attending talks to 

We have booked the Showgrounds for the 
th thweekend of 29  and 30  May, 2021.

EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP 
WEBSITE;

We are planning to get a website up and 
running that will support events being 
held, help promote local business and agri 
and eco tourism.   This is in line with our 
objectives as an Association.

accommodate social distancing.   We will 
try and make the event as normal as 
possible.   
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Perth’s endangered Carnaby's black cockatoos will begin to 
starve in three years after the state government logs what 
remains of their most significant remaining feeding site,
We have black cockatoos in Gidge - red slash, white slash and 
Carnabys ... and we would hate to see their numbers reduce at 
the rate that the birdlife.org.au organisation is predicting.
Make sure that you are careful to choose trees and bushes that 
will provide food for this species of cockatoos ... before it is too 
late to save another species of birds.
Start planting now ... it takes a while for trees and shrubs to 
grow to be a source of food for the cockatoos.

January has seen the reseal of over 15km of road across the 
Shire to help keep roads to serviceable levels and reduce 
future maintenance.

As part of the Shire of Toodyay’s reseal program, contractors 
will reseal three sections totalling 4.4km on McKnoe Drive in 
Morangup. Whilst it is inevitable works of this nature will 
cause some inconvenience and traffic delays, every endeavour 
will be made to ensure that this is kept to a minimum.

This year, bitumen with a 5% crumbed rubber component 
was selected for both its durability and sustainability aspects, 
resulting in over 10,000kg of tyres that would otherwise go to 
landfill being re-purposed. 

Shire's Road Reseal Program 
in Morangup

Three years until Carnaby's cockatoo starvation starts, BirdLife warns



You can now read the Gidgegram on line 
just log into:

Report any
suspicious 

behaviour to your
local Rural Watch

representative

pjfollyfarm@gmail.com

Grow with 
Gidgegannup!
Support local 

businesses and 
community 

groups

Grow with 
Gidgegannup!
Support local 

businesses and 
community 

groups

Hills Sparkling 
Pool Care

E: hspc@westnet.com.au
W: www.hillssparklingpoolcare.com.au
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The Gidgegannup Football Club 2021 season kicks off with 
pre-season training starting on February 2nd on the Percy 
Cullen Oval at the Gidgegannup Recreation Centre. 

Training will be on Tuesday and Thursdays at 6pm, the club 
would like to welcome new players from the age of sixteen 
upwards to come along for a run.

The club held its 2020 awards night at the 7th Avenue Bar in 
late October with Tim Tanner taking out the Fairest and Best 
award, the club would like to thank all the award sponsors.

The club is proud to announce the return of the our most 
successful coach Justin Pitt into the position of head coach. 
Justin has coached the club to Three premierships in his first 
stint as coach and will bring a wealth of experience to the role.

goal kicker                  Tim Tanner           Gidge Pharmacy

Best Defender            Alan Rigg              M&S Block

Fairest and Best          Tim Tanner          ABM Landscaping
Runner up Fairest
 and Best                      Luke Tanner        Midland Towbars
Best First 
Year Player                 JacobWhatley       Davis Family

Most Versatile            Hudson Carter      Astral Pools

Leading 

Club Person of 

Congratulations to all the winners also to Luke Tanner for 
taking out the HFA Fairest and Best Award.

the Year                       Dan Bueckle         Allan Lockwood 

The club will be holding a number of night games this season 
see you there.

Player’s Player 
Coach’s Award           Rhiley Fillery        Dylan Cahill Fitness

Life Membership       Justin Pitt

Most Improved          Raphael Croft       Hillside Horticulture
Award                         Jarrad Young         Joyce Earthmoving

Award                  Winner            Sponsor

2020 Awards Night Winners
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Gidgegannup 
Community Church 

SERVICES
Anglican and Uniting Church Services  Sunday 9.30am

Anglican – Ministers from The Church of Ascension in Midland.

Uniting Church  – Rev Harold Sampson

All people are welcome to our services.
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NUMBERS

MIDLAND POLICE (anytime)....................................................9250 0333

CRIME STOPPERS..................................................................1800 333 000

MUNDARING POLICE (weekdays)................................................131 444

POLICE Attendance...........................................................................131 444

RURAL WATCH - Peter Jensen..............................................0402 910 707

POLICE EMERGENCIES......................................................................000

CITY OF SWAN............................................................................9267 9267

President, Gordon Caine............................................................0403 056 019

BOOKINGS HALL/SHOWGROUNDS  City of Swan..........9267 9321

Vera Waldby - Place Manager.................................................0417 097 178

Alisdair McCrudden...................................................................0407 194 261

2071 Toodyay Rd Gidgegannup Open 8.30am –6pm ..................6147 6030

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS - Gidge West

Snr Vice President Phillip Corbin..........................................9574 6071

A/H Secretary .............................Email secretary@gidgegagsociety.com.au

Gidgegram Advertising  Gloria Metcalf........................................9574 6062

FIRE EMERGENCIES............................................................................000

Laurie Garcia................................................................................0408 957 747

General Info (recorded message)...................................................9574 6536

Suzanne Taylor FCO..................................................................0419 195 934

Neal Pennison (Capt)...........................................………….. 0417 949 916

Gloria Metcalf  Treasurer treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au.......9574 6062

Secretary Julie Aizlewood........................................................0409 746 991

Total Movement and Harvest Bans............................................9267 9326

Sean Corbin (Capt) ....................................................................0427 999 856
FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS- Gidge East

GIDGEGANNUP MEDICAL CENTRE 

Vince Pullella..............................................................................0413 492 484

Paul Goodley - Community Development Coordinator.........0427 163 317

Mark Smith ...............................................................................0411 718 348
Joe Nistico ................................................……………………. 0439 869 227

Shane Attwood FCO...................................................................0419  961 749

MORANGUP ST JOHN AMBULANCE
Administration: Amy Wittber...................................................0418 741 971
Email:morangup@stjohnambulance.com.au    
3 Wallaby Way Morangup: Open Tuesdays 8.30am - 4.30pm.

      

President - Belinda.....................................................................0411 533 129
Secretary - Terrianne..................................................................0435 394 157
Treasurer - Trish..........................................................................0421 115 135

BULLSBROOK POULTRY CLUB

Cr. Charlie Zannino.......0412 788 817... charlie.zannino@swan.wa.gov.au

       8891 Glenda Winney...........................................................0419 196 320

Len & Jean Baxter...........................................................................9574 7028
Toni Carson......................................................................................9574 6014

Cr Rod Henderson..........0413 496 688.....rod.henderson@swan.wa.gov.au

No.  2994 Maxwell O'Dea................................................................9574 7140

Peta Coombs    bullsbrookpoultryclub@outlook.com............0407 551 396

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

       6502 Debbie Gilchrist.........................................................0417 184 192

CWA GIDGEGANNUP

Penny Morgan Secretary............................................................0427 747 210

EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP

www.gidgegannup.info        Email:admin@gidgegannup.info

Sally Block Chairperson.............................................................0418 928 549

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

       3875 Ian Symington.................................................................9574 7295

COMMUNITY CHURCH

President Peter Jensen..............................................................0402 910 707

WARD COUNCILLORS

Jennifer Kent...............................................................................0412 953 512

GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY WEBSITE:. 

Secretary Sandra Harms...............................................................0429 086 252

AHMAG Avon & Hills Mining Awareness Group 

Treasurer Ieva Tomsons.....................................................................9574 7166

President David Jones.......................................................................9572 9072

Registration and general queries:...................... gidgebasketball@gmail.com

FRIENDS OF GIDGE RESERVE
Bill Karroll.......................................................................................9574 6191

FOOTBALL CLUB

GIDGEGANNUP BASKETBALL CLUB

SQUARE DANCING

GIDGEGANNUP JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB

w http://gidgegannupjfc.sportingpulse.net

President Paul Carroll.....................................................................9574 6601

e president@gidgegannupjfc.org.au

President Peter Whife...............................................................0428 747 128

GIDGEGANNUP NETBALL CLUB

Bookings ............................9574 6483 or email info@gidgerecclub.com.au

PERTH HILLS PAINTBALL ASSOCIATION
Paul Carroll President.......................................................................9574 6601 

Secretary Amy Tomerini...........................................................0438 561 914

Vice President Michael Blackie.................................................

President Jodie Stephenson........................................................0417 092 830

GIDGEGANNUP RECREATION CENTRE

President: Nathan van Beek ...................................................... 0418 748 232

Alan Lockwood..........................................................................0456 363 347

Registrar Lisa Atwill ...................................................................0429 015 667

Secretary Kerry Stewart.............................................................0409 108 046

Vice-President - Fran Kininmonth.................................................9478 3384 

GIDGEGANNUP PONY CLUB

Secretary Cathy Garz..........0487 187 017 ....gidgepcsecretary@outlook.com

Enrolment Officer Kate Kolk .....................................................0423 387 779

WILDFLOWER SOCIETY

President Jan Lawrie........0402 760 860 gidgepcpresident@outlook.com

Gordon & Esme Caine........................................................... ......0403 056 019

President, Tracey Dow...................…...……………....................0412 778 343
Secretary, Sonia Laidley...............……………....................……0413 242 981

President -  Marjorie Stanger..........................9295 1403   or   0407 089 056

GIDGEGANNUP SCOUT GROUP

GIDGEGANNUP DRESSAGE CLUB

Secretary - Vera Sulc ..................................................................0407 201 907

VETERINARY SURGEON

MORANGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
President:  Danielle Wrench
Hall Hire - Leoni Carnaby... lcarnaby@ymail.com....0472 975 593

Dr John Tyrrell B.Sc. (Hons) B.V.M.S. ...........................................9574 6262

www.morangupmpa.com.au

GIDGEGANNUP EQUESTRIAN ASSN

Stephen Inouye Cub Scout Leader..................................................9578 3242
Donna Feehan Scout Leader...........................................................9573 6707

GIDGEGANNUP PLAY GROUP...............gidgegplaygroup@gmail.com

Captain- Jeff Venn ...............................................captainmvbfb@gmail.com     

President Steve Payne ...................................................................0419 906 447
Secretary Mandy Chittick www.wajmcc.com.au .................................0438 935 683

MVBFB meet every 3rd Saturday of the month at 5.30pm

WAJMCC CHIDLOW MOTOCROSS

Secretary- Sharon Gamble .................................secretarymvbfb@gmail.com

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE

REGAL HILL WATER SUPPLY ASS INC
President Theo Lawrence....................................................9572 9393
Kylie Burton Treasurer......................................................................9572 9716

To update details email: ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au


