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As we need to ensure we keep supporting our local stockfeed 
suppliers we are asking that if you have not lost bulk amounts 
of feed through the fire that you start buying it. We don't 
want to turn people away but are beginning to find that a lot 
of people are just stocking up and this is not what this was all 
about. 

We are now out of the fire emergency stage and getting hay 
and feed to animals under emergency conditions so this is 
where the distribution of this feed will now be changing. 

Feed will be restricted to how many head of stock or horses 
you are feeding and hay will be the same. 

Hi everyone. I just need to set a few things straight when it 
comes to the hay and hard feed distribution for the fire 
affected families in Gidge, Wooroloo and Bailup. 

If you would not normally be feeding pellet feed we ask that 
you don't just do this now because it's free. This is all donated 
feed and has been offered to people who would normally have 
been using this hard feed. 
We also don't always have everything available so if we don't 
have it please go to our local stockfeed suppliers and buy it as 
we only have what our donators have given us. 

Thanks for your understanding.

Gidgegannup

We have quite a few people in the community who lost bulk 
hay and feed and we need to ensure these people don't get left 
out as they are often feeding large numbers of stock. 

If hay is required I ask that you ring me on 0419 005 312 and 
give me at least a day's notice of your hay requirements. 

Karen Andrich

GIDGEGANNUP AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP FORM  (wef Feb 2019) 

PLEASE UNDERLINE HERE: SINGLE or FAMILY MEMBERSHIP THEN COMPLETE AS NECESSARY

Spouse/Partner Name: ………………………………………………..…

……………………………………………………..............................…….

EMAIL:………………………………………………….....………………. 

Postal Address:………………………………………………………...….

Applicant’s Name:………………………………………………………...

"

Children attending Primary & Secondary schools are included in 
Family Membership.

Child 1 - Name & Date of Birth:…………………………………………

Child 2 – Name & Date of Birth:  ………………………………………

Child 3 – Name & Date of Birth:  ………………………………………

(If necessary, attach additional Family Members separately.)

Membership fees:   Family :   $20.00        Single:   $15.00

Applications for Membership will be considered 
at the next Committee Meeting of the Society

Please forward your completed form and subscription to:

Gloria Metcalf - Treasurer, Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Inc.,

PO Box 22, Gidgegannup WA, 6083

Email: treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au

For EFT payment on line: 

BSB: 633108  ACCT: 120250147  Reference: Your Name.

 A Xanthorrhoea – a native tree that is resilient in bushfires.

While the landscape has taken a mighty hit from the recent 
Wooroloo bushfires, already you can begin to see nature beginning  
anew.

Growth from the ashes

Because of the Covid pandemic and the recent disastrous fires, I 
realize that our community is very tired and stressed, however I must 
report that I am extremely anxious that we are near to losing our 
beloved Gidge Show. Dedicated members of the Agricultural Society 
have worked for more than 75 years to make this Show happen. It has 
always been a joy for our community to showcase it’s creativity and 
produce as well as bringing many townsfolk to the country. 
Unfortunately our committee is aging and cannot continue with this 
workload without more interest and assistance. I appeal to everyone to 
become members of the Gidgegannup Agricultural Society and any 
that are able to help, please step up now.

Sandra Harms Editor/Gidgegram
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Gidgegram May 2021: Deadline Thursday 22nd April 2021 - Distribution 28th April 2021

Bookings

9574 6424
Lot 122 Mayo Road 

(near Noble Falls) 

Gidgegannup

NEW MENU

Modern Australian A-la-Carte

Gold Plate Chef

Functions / weddings / picnic hampers

BYO

www.cherithgrove.com.au

Organic 
Olive Oil 

Sales

Opening Hours
Sat 9am - 9pm
Sun 9am - 4pm

General Garden Clean-ups 
Weeding and Whipper-snippering
Reticulation Repair / Chainsawing
Pruning & Hedge Trimming 
Propagation of Native Plants  
Gutter and Water Tank Cleaning

Phone/Fax: 9574 6263
Mobile: 0419 190 984
Email: gidgeflora@westnet.com.au

Ross Rudeforth 
Assoc. Dip. Ag. 

RURAL & DOMESTIC

Gidgegannup Garden & Property 
Maintenance

Advertisements or articles please Download the Advertising Schedule from the website gidgegannup.info 
(Groups > Gidgegannup Agricultural Society > Gidgegram) or phone Sandra Harms on 0429 086 253 

CLASSIFIEDS

Need an experienced

hardworking reliable gardener?

Call Jim 9574 7166

SplitSystem
C l ean

Clean the air you breathe

Stop breathing dirty air

Have your split 

air conditioner 

comprehensively decontaminated 

and cleaned regularly

See web site 

www.splitsystemclean.com.au 

0439 967 939

Email jmills@splitsystemclean.com.au  

Grow with Gidgegannup! 
Support local businesses and 

community groups

FOR SALE
Re-consituted bitumen, perfect for driveways, 
shed floors etc. Large quantity. $10 per tonne, 

delivery extra. Phone: 0428 951 635

FOR SALE
Weld mesh 1.1m high x 4.5m long. $30 per 

sheet. Phone: 0428 951 635



Saturday April 10 at 5pm
Percy Cullen Recreation Centre

Food Drinks, Live Music
Hosted by 
Gidgegannup Recreation Club and City of Swan

Gidgegannup Community 
Sundowner
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In the last couple of months have been 
busy for the recreation club. The Bushfire 
Recovery support groups have been and 
are still available for support for anyone 
affected by the bush fire.

The community came together for the 
Gidgegannup Recreation Club and City 
of Swan Sundowner with a big thanks to 
Brett Dale for his work and help in 
organizing this event and to all of the 
volunteers. It was fabulous to see so many 
community members together for some 
well- deserved rest and recreation. The 
weather put on a beautiful balmy summer 
evening. People were able to chat and 
share their experiences. We were able to 
chat to our local representatives in Cr Rod 
Henderson and Cr Charlie Zannino and 
Jessica Shaw MLA. Music by Tropicana, 
was enjoyed by all along with the 
delicious food provided by Brian and 
Sharon Wicken and their team. So many 
people have commented how they 
enjoyed this event, and would love to do it 
again. Keep an eye out for news of another 
Sundowner as we have listened and are 
planning. 

The hills were alive with the sound of 
music, on Sunday evening with a free 

Gidgegannup Recreation Club News

 Sunday 18th April 
7am for sellers   fee $10

8am for buyers   entry fee $2

A sausage sizzle 

will be available

concert put on by the Hills Symphony 
Orchestra. Many turned out to enjoy an 
evening of music. All of these events have 
provided the opportunity for the 
community to show their appreciation to 
the fireies. We thank the community for 
their generosity with donations given 
towards raising money for the firies.

By the time you read this, the Big 
Breakfast will have happened. We are 
looking forward to seeing you all at the 
Breakfast. 

SWAP MEET

The 2021 Hills Football season kicks off on Sunday April 11 

with Gidgegannup playing Swan View at home 2pm start. 

Gidgegannup Football Club Home Games                                                      

R1 Gidge vs Swan View Sunday April 11 2pm                                                      

R3 Gidge vs Bullsbrook Saturday April 24 6pm                                                      

The club has four Saturday night games in April and May 
when the weather is warmer for night games. 

Peter Whife GFC                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

R6 Gidge vs Warwick Greenwood Saturday May15 6pm                                    

R7 Gidge vs Mt Helena Saturday May 22 6pm                                                      

R4 Gidge vs Pickering Brook Saturday May1 6pm                                                

R9 Gidge vs Mundaring Sunday June 13 2pm                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                              
All games played on the Percy Cullen Oval at the 
Gidgegannup Recreation Centre.

R15 Gidge vs Swan View Sunday July25 2pm

R12 Gidge vs Chidlow Sunday July 4 2pm                                                            

Gidgegannup 
Senior Football Club

Bulldogs Barking
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Gidge Gossips

Celebrating 100 Years

This has to be the strangest couple of months we have had in 
Gidgegannup.   I don't think any of us would have dreamt that 
we would be caught up in such a dreadful bushfire and one that 
spread from Wooroloo right up to Bullsbrook.   This is the worst 
fire since 1961 and a very similar footprint to that.  Now some 
nearly two months on the more fortunate are putting their 
properties back together with some hope that given a good 
winter and a kind Spring some normality will return to their 
lives.   What we must not forget though is that there are many 
who face a much longer recovery than this and these are the 
people in our community we must continue to support and look 
after.   Not a quick fix for all.

Thanks to all those Emergency workers who have supported us 
from Day 1 and are still doing so and to the community groups 
who have organised events to take people's minds off events and 
put some fun into their lives.   Thank you also to all levels of 
Government who have done their best to support us and thanks 
to the utilities who are working so hard to put our lives together.

Most of us with scorched gardens and then weed growth from 
the rain that followed are eager to get back into gardening.   
Don't forget the cuttings with care organisers who are working 
hard to provide plants for those whose gardens need them.   
Don't forget the City's Rural Revegetation Program (see ad on 
page 12). An amazing List of species has been produced which 
can be viewed at the Place Office and the Recovery Centre. Hard 
copies will be placed in the Gidgegannup Place Office and at the 
Recovery Centre. The flyer provides information on the species 

Easter now looms and a great opportunity for us all to relax.

After the initial shock of experiencing a bush fire, there is the 
initial “why me?”   Then comes the realisation that it could have 
been a lot worse and gradually fences are being built, livestock 
rounded up from around the district, burnt trees felled.   This 
second stage of recovery is very much an individual reaction.   
The tears stop falling and you can talk about the fire with other 
people.   I don't think many of us who experienced it firsthand 
will ever forget it but realise that it is good to talk and remember 
to be a listener as well.

Having said all that the Experience Gidge committee are now 
deep into planning for the Field Day and we are nearly back on 
track, several of the committee were derailed with the fire but we 
are the sort of people who bounce back and Gidgegannup is 
going to have the best Field Day ever.

“Wait a minute," interrupted Gabriel "are you not being just a 
wee bit generous to these Scots?”

And now for all those Scots amongst us
How Scotland was created...

that will be available to the community to select, and information 
on the species themselves.  The community will be able to go 
online from the 2-30 April to select the species they would like, 
and the plant giveaway will be held on Saturday 12 June at 
Trillion Trees nursery at Hazlemere. If help in selecting the 
species online is required, staff are available at the place office to 
assist.

We had a bit of a holiday with our yearlings and a two year old 
going off to be broken at Woodleigh Estate and they have come 
back with much improved manners!!  Well most of the time.   
Our lovely mare and foal appear to have got over any ill effects of 
being surrounded by flames, fortunately none in their paddocks 
(thank you cows).   The cows did have a bit of an adventurous 
time with some kind soul cutting the wire to let them out of their 
nice bare paddock I had put them to be know that she had 30 
plus little black cows in her back paddock.   They predictably 
followed the rtv with hay on the back to their home paddock.   A 
bit restricted at the moment as very few paddocks did not have 
fences down.   These are gradually going up and the cows are 
getting happier each day.   The sheep were fine but again 
restricted.   The dogs who were evacuated twice and spent the 
rest of the night in the ute with me and then led a very restricted 
life with no fences at all round our house or paddock have at last 
been able to go out in the garden on their own after nearly two 
months.  It will only safe.   Thank you to our neighbour who 
rang me to let me be a few months before all the livestock can 
move freely again and let's hope some feed grows in our bare 
paddocks.

“Gabriel," said God "I am going to give Scotland towering 
mountains and magnificent glens resplendent with purple 
heather. red deer will roam the countryside, golden eagles will 
circle the skies, salmon will leap in the crystal clear Rivers and 
lochs, and the surrounding seas will teem with fish. Agriculture 
will flourish and there will be a glorious coming together of water 
and barley to be known as whisky. Coal, oil and gas - all will be 
there. The Scots will be intelligent, innovative, industrious 
and...”

"Oh, haha" chortled the Almighty "wait until you see their 
neighbours!"

At the beginning of time God was discussing the creation of the 
world with the angel Gabriel. Leaning back in his golden throne, 
he told him of his plans for Scotland.
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Gidgegannup Senior Footy 
Club

In the wake of the fire that swept through 
a fair bit of Gidge, so many people have 
assisted in so many ways to help out… it 
has been the Gidge community (and 
beyond) at its best!

Alisdair McCrudden

Gidgegannup

Many of the local businesses have 
sponsored the club over the years and 
very often, that monetary outgoing may 
not really quite return the amount of 
business to fully repay their funding. 
Indeed, most of those businesses sponsor 
to help out and be a part of the community 
and therefore, I felt that the players 
should get a bit of kudos for their effort 
and hard work going back into the Gidge 
community.

Id like to acknowledge the good work 
done by the Senior Footy Club guys, they 
have given up a huge amount of time 
helping clear trees, fences, sheds or 
whatever was needed.

We had them in our property for a full day 
and although we have long ties to the 
club, I know that they helped out people 
that have never even been to watch them 
play a game of footy.

Letters to the Editor

Name and address supplied

D U R I N G  t h e  r e c e n t  Wo o r o l o o / 
Gidgegannup fire many residents 
disobeyed instructions from traffic 
wardens and returned to their properties 
either to mop up fires or attend to their 
stock.

A right to re-enter fire zone

A system should be introduced which 
indemnifies the traffic wardens from any 
responsibility for residents re-entering a 
fire zone.

The wardens know that they have no legal 
authority to forbid re-entry and feel they 
are being derelict in their duty if they let 
you return.

Gidgegannup

In my case I had to evacuate twice when 
our place was in danger of being engulfed 
but crossed back 'illegally' on four 
occasions to attend to stock on our and 
the neighbours' properties.

To  e l i m i n a t e  s u c h  a c t s  o f  c i v i l 
disobedience we should be allowed the 
choice to return when we feel it is safe to 
do so and when the way ahead is clear.

Residents willing to take the risk could 
sign a form which exonerates the wardens 
and places full  responsibility on 
themselves.

Special thanks go to the Gidgegannup 
Pony Club for the valuable help given to 
people and animals alike during the fires.  

A Team Printing Company

Gidgegannup Pony Club

The March edition of the Gidgegram was 
p r i n t e d  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  f o r  t h e 
Gidgegannup Agricultural Society by Ian 
and Erin Bresland and their team. the A 
Team have printed the Gidgegram for 
many years now and always given us 
quality printing and great service.

Editor’s Note: I have received so 
many phone calls with stories of 
the wonderful generosity of people 
from all walks of life, all  pulling 
together to help others in times of 
need. It is a great solace to know 
that others care. Thank you all 

Grow with Gidgegannup!
Support local businesses and 

community groups



6 March 2021

gpa@gidgegannup.info  – www.gidgegannup.info

Next Meetings: 19th April 2021, 17th May 2021, 21st June 2021 at 7.30pm

20 years living at Gidgegannup
22 years Real Estate Experience
One of Elders top 3 agents 10 years
Elders 180 years of honesty, trust, service and reliability

Tilden Park

At a community event on Saturday 13 February the residents agreed 
that undergrounding power was prohibitively expensive but have 
asked us to continue to discuss long term options including a 
microgrid. We will continue to monitor reliability, performance and 
implement projects subject to funding. 

We have also investigated sites for alternative network replacement 
options including underground power and stand-alone power 
systems (SPS). We have identified two properties for SPS which will 
mean 21 poles and 1.5km of line can be removed across the two 
locations. We have also reconfigured the network in the Clenton 
Road area, which will enable 49 poles and 3 kilometres of line to be 
removed. This has the added benefit of removing our assets in an 
environmentally sensitive area. 

Around 200 employees have been working to replace damaged assets 
and consider network improvement projects in the fire affected area. 
We remain committed to supporting the community in this very 
challenging time. 

WESTERN POWER/MICROGRIDS: Western Power have done a 
remarkable job to have replaced the power network in Gidgegannup 
and restore power in as short a time frame as they have:

To date our scoping and assessment has so far identified more than 
600 damaged assets, including 579 poles, 47 transformers and 56 
underground assets.  We have so far replaced 645 poles and 48 
kilometres of conductors in 14 days.
Network improvements during the rebuild phase

We have consulted with Tilden Park residents who were interested 
to know whether underground power was an option in their area. 
Engineers and designers visited the area to assess the feasibility of 
this scope and whether it is technically possible in the rocky terrain. 
This option would require customer contribution and construction 
would typically take 6 months. This would obviously mean a 
significant period without power for the community, although we 
acknowledge that many of the houses sustained major damage. 

In rebuilding the network, Western Power will be undertaking 
network improvement projects in the fire-affected area that aim to 
improve reliability. This includes the upgrading of lines from two-
phase to three-phase in some areas which will allow 'backfeeding' 
opportunities to the adjacent network that will provide alternative 
supplies during network faults.

This Report from Western Power:

TELECOMMUNICATIONS: Telstra have checked and the Red 
Hill site is undergoing planned maintenance between yesterday and 

ththe 9  March, impacting 3 and 4G services. Generally speaking they 
do the work in up to 4 hours blocks and from what I can tell there is 
only about 4 hours work remaining. you There have been reports on 
ongoing issues with the tower but Telstra state that it is functioning 
normally.   Perhaps Telstra need to look at the usage of this tower and 
a possible upgrade. 

·  In total, there is a total of 195 customer affected services across the 
fire zone. Our local teams began the remediation work last week 
with some services restored over the weekend and are expected to 
restore another 26 services today.

·  installing high voltage spreaders at multiple locations in the area 
to reduce the risk of lines coming into contact with each other 

·  At this stage more than 6km of cable is required to replace the 
aerial and underground network in the fire zone. In addition there 
are 36 poles, 33 pits and 60 joints to be installed and repaired. 

Key points on Telstra's restoration program

I hope this provides you some assurance that every effort is being 
made to improve the network after this event. Our engineers and 
designers are also in receipt of your letter of 26 January, and once 
they have completed their work on the bushfire response will 
provide information about your queries and the pole audit.  We will 
then be in touch to discuss further with you.

Reliability improvement projects

· reconfiguring feeders at the Sawyers Valley zone substation - 
reduces risk of concurrent outages of two feeders which supply 
Gidgegannup if there is a fault at the zone substation.

·  Five teams have been working to scope damage since being 
granted access to the fire ground by emergency services. The 
teams have also undertaken immediate restoration work where 
possible.

· Telstra has completed the scoping activity to restore services across 
the fire zone.

Prior to the Wooroloo fire, Western Power had plans to undertake 
several other reliability improvement activities in the area over the 
course of the 2021/22 financial year, including:
·  changing settings on some switching devices to improve chances 

of quick supply restoration after 'transient' faults (e.g. tree branch 
momentarily on a line)

·  installing more automated/remote switching devices to reduce the 
duration of outages
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Installations • Free Quotes • Prompt Service • Affordable Prices

Phone Dave on 0408 095 139
Email: dwchm1@hotmail.com

ABN: 8745 2663979

Hills Custom Gates 
& Automation

Locally owned andoperated LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

Wayne & Kerry Best
T: 9574 6153 - E: bestys151@bigpond.com
151 Reen Rd Gidgegannup WA 6083

Our biggest challenge involves aerial the cable replacement and 
installing the new poles. are working with our industry partners We 
to expediate these activities.

· The restoration program means that Telstra will have restored 
cable to the customer's properties with customers then able to 
assess the reconnection of their services to their residences.

 Update on our network restoration process

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-10-26/mulberry-tree-saves-
home-from-bushfire/12813892 

Cr. Zannino has reported:

· Only four outages remaining on recovery, the affected customers 
have reduced, and services are now in callbacks. 

RATEABLE VALUES

Progress Update

· Official confirmation from Western Power around attaching our 
network onto their external poles

The City's Budget Workshop was this morning and two major issues 
I wish to advise you about include:-

2. Farmland Concession – I also raised this important issue; that 
property owners in Gidgegannup and other rural areas in the City 
should receive the 30% Farmland Concession, if the property owners 
are undertaking bona fide farming operations and receiving an 
income from such operations. 

· Four potential customers for technology migration, follow up 
required for alternative satellite solution. 

On this basis, the City officers agreed to undertake some financial 
modelling on such Farmland Concessions but would appreciate 
receiving advice from you and Gidgegannup residents on the likely 
number of properties that may qualify for such a concession.  

1. GRV/UV Rating – In raising this issue, the officer's advised that 
the matter is subject of a Ministerial directive that Local 
Government is not to make changes to rating matters until after the 
Covid Emergency period ceases. Following this, the matter will go to 
a future Council Briefing meeting for consideration. I will continue 
this monitor the situation and keep you informed.

The GPA have met with the CEO of the EMRC, Marcus Geisler, and 
other EMRC Executives.   The EMRC have agreed to install a 
mobile air monitoring station at the site.   They also have agreed to 
attend a future meeting of the GPA to update us. 

It appears that deciduous trees do protect a house.  Vindicated by 
experiences in the Wooroloo fire.  See the link below.

· All underground remediation activities are now complete across 
all outages.

FIRE DISASTER AND THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

We have asked members to express whether they would consider 
changing to the Farmland Concession model but had little response 
as yet. 

Once I obtain your feedback I will pass the information on to the 
City officers to do the financial modelling which will then be 
presented to a Council Briefing meeting.    

· The internal poles have now arrived in WA, and local crews have 
begun aerial works on Lillie Road and Old Coach Road. 

EMRC LICENCE AND WORKS APPROVAL DECISION FOR 
PUBLIC APPEAL;

The map in the 1961 report is very similar to that of the Wooroloo 
fire. Big uncontrollable fires like this are not novel and 
unpredictable, contrary to claims.  They will inevitably occur again 
unless accumulating fuels are regularly removed in locations like 
road verges and strategic buffer zones.  It should be noted that the 
City are doing an extremely thorough job in removing dead or 
weakened trees from verges.   This has resulted in many cases in a 
cleared areas along property fence lines, thus proofing those 
properties in the future from fence damage caused by bush fire.   

The City of Swan will be looking at advertising the planting program 
and having two streams; one for rural (10,000 trees) and one for 
bushfire (20,000 trees). Applicants will be asked to only apply for one 
stream. We are aiming open applications around mid-April.
MOTORCYCLES GIDGEGANNUP ROADS.

 Its reading is recommended. 

A report is here:
Reference has been made to the 1961 Gidgegannup fire.  

http://library.dbca.wa.gov.au/static/fullTextFiles/007602.001.pdf

Native vegetation will regenerate rapidly with or without input from 
landcare groups.  Witness the dense regrowth now in the areas burnt 
by the Parkerville/Stoneville fire seven years ago.  
Care needs to be taken when replanting that local species are used as 
non-local species can exacerbate the fire hazard. These are the weed 
species most likely to out-compete local natives when a fire, wild fire 
or mild burn, stimulates.

TOODYAY ROAD – ASPEN ROAD TO DRYANDRA ROAD

I encourage the residents of North Gidgegannup to continue to 
report these instances to the WA Police Force by telephoning 131 
444 or by making a report on the WA Police Force website. The 
information you provide will be forwarded to the relevant business 
unit for their attention and consideration for appropriate actions.

As promised, information about the upcoming Toodyay Road: Aspen 
R o a d  t o  D r y a n d r a  R d  p r o j e c t  i s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
h t t p s : / / w w w . m a i n r o a d s . w a . g o v . a u / p r o j e c t s -
initiatives/projects/regional/toodyay-road/
S U S T A I N A B L E  E N V I R O N M E N T  S T R A T E G Y 
CONSULTATION:

Thank you for your email regarding road safety and motorcycle 
riders in North Gidgegannup, and the assistance provided by 
members of the Progress Association to crash victims.

Concern has been raised at the dangerous behaviour of some motor 
cyclists on roads in Gidgegannup.   This behaviour has resulted in 
accidents and injury.   The GPA wrote to Minister Roberts regarding 
this and her response is as follows:

Thank you for your commitment to improving road safety.

https://www.swan.wa.gov.au/Your-Community/Have-your-
say/Community-consultations/Sustainable-Environment-Strategy-
consultation. Closes 9thApril, 2021.

The information you provided was forwarded to the Western 
Australia Police Force  to consider additional appropriate 
enforcement actions and patrols. The WA Police Force advise the 
Traffic Enforcement Group will also explore the viability of using 
their covert cameras and other mobile road safety cameras.
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Aworking bee in November, it was a great to see so many people come 
along and help. Our students have been enjoying their new cubby house 
at recess and lunch and are thankful they no longer have to sit on the 
concrete to eat their lunch. 
2020 was a tough year for fundraising and with this grant the association 
were very pleased to still be able to provide support to our school.  
We would like to say a huge thank you to EMRC and acknowledge their 
assistance with this project and for providing the opportunity to our 
community.  We look forward to working with them again in the future. 

In 2020, The Gidgegannup Primary School P&C once again had the 
fantastic opportunity to apply for a grant through the EMRC 
Community Grants Program.  We were successful with our application 
and were able to source a wonderful new cubby house and 8 wooden 
picnic tables for our early education area.  

Gidgegannup 
Primary School 

thanks the 

We would like to extend an invitation for community
members to attend the service

Gidgegannup Primary School will be holding a school 
ANZAC Service for students and community members on 

Wednesday 28th April 2021 commencing at 10.00am.
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Avon and Hills Mining Awareness Group

We sincerely thank them and wish Hope and David “happy 
trails” as they head north for a well-earned break.

Dr Carney will be negotiating the project's regulatory 
approvals process and will oversee Chalice's environment and 
community strategy.

IN MID-MARCH Chalice Mining Ltd appointed Dr Soolim 
(Soo) Carney as General Manager Environment and 
Community.
Chalice hopes that Dr Carney's appointment will “accelerate 
development of the globally significant Julimar Platinum 
Group Element (PGE)-Nickel-Copper-Cobalt-Gold 
discovery” in and around the Julimar State Forest.

In recognition of six years of tireless campaigning to stop 
open-cut mining within a 100km radius of Perth, AHMAG 
recently made Morangup residents Hope and David Jones the 
organisation's first life members.

In the past 20 years Dr Carney has worked for Alcoa, BHP and 
Woodside Petroleum and has been instrumental in delivering 
environmental approvals for several major projects in WA.
It's far too soon to speculate on Dr Carney's work with Chalice 
and what it will mean for the long-term protection of the 
environment but we'll keep readers posted. 

Apart from spreading the word at local agricultural shows and 
swap meets, the Joneses collected petition signatures and sold 
plants on Sundays at the Midland Farmers' Markets to raise 
funds for our group.

Chalice appointment

Their stalwart weekly attendance meant 4.30am starts in all 
weathers and during the Covid restrictions when larger 
events were cancelled their fundraising kept our group afloat.

Campaign stalwarts made life members

Inaugural life members Hope and David Jones.

WHEN there is money to be made and local councils such as 
Mundaring knock back projects such as the Swan Gravel/Trico 
Resources gravel pit expansion in Bailup and Satterley group's 
North Stoneville housing development, that's not the end of it.
Both Swan Gravel/Trico Resources and Satterley have taken 
their cases to overturn council's decisions to the State 
Administrative Tribunal (SAT) where they remain in the 
mediation phase.

Gravel pit update

As they say: “It's not over until the SAT lady sings.”�  
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Exhibitors have been coming in fast and we will be working 
through the booking process on these and hope to catch up 
with those who have already applied by the end of March.

The Countryman are again supporting us.

Covid 19 regulations at the time will be in place, which will 
mean on line ticketing as well as at the gate, QR code and/or 
contact register and possibly limits on those attending talks to 
accommodate social distancing. We will try and make the 
event as normal as possible.  

Sue McDougall will be at the event, so will Simon Cherriman, 
Deryn Thorpe, Alain Fabregues, Tim Eva, Darryl Hardie, the 
NRM, Department of Agriculture, The Alpaca Expo, the 
Bullsbrook Poultry Association, The Wood Turners 
Association, the Slow Food Movement, Mounted Games, lots 
of entertainment, the Mad Tatters, Our lovely 70s Rockers, 
Paul Davies and his ballads, The Camels, Pony Rides, Humpy 
Camels Camel Train rides, Shearing, Working Dogs, lots of 
goats, cattle. The Food and Wine Hall bursting with great 
things to eat and wine to taste. Lots of other exhibitors 
including a fantastic range of food exhibitors, Farm 
Machinery, the Discovery trail, childrens craft the Bush 
Verandah with potting paradise. The CWA will be providing 
great food as well as the P & C, the Junior Footy Club and the 
Senior Footy club. The Fire Brigade will be holding their own 
expo. Punch and Judy, the Wadumbah dancers, Ricky Possum 
and so much more

SMALL FARM FIELD DAY SUNDAY 30th MAY 2021
All the attractions of 2019 will be back again and we have 
virtually booked all the entertainment.

Online tickets can be purchased through 
https://www.humanitix.com/au/

Experience

Gidgegannup
in the hills

www.gidgegannup.info
experiencegidge@gidgegannup.info.com.au

We are planning to get a website up and running that will 
support events being held, help promote local business and 
agri and eco tourism.   This is in line with our objectives as an 
Association.

EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP WEBSITE;

We are looking forward to the day and hope to welcome you all 
back again. We do need some Llamas though as our usual ones 
can't come along.

The Alpaca Association will hold their Show, the Honey 
Festival will also be joining with us again. The Slow Food 
movement have some very innovative ideas for this year.
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Hello Wonderful Gidgegannup  Families,

Just wanted to say…  I think the Gidgegannup Community are 
pretty amazing!  Despite 2021 Term 1 commencing with a 
covid19 late decision lockdown and then an extensive bush 
fire that affected many people in the local and surrounding 
areas, it has still been awesome to witness the joining together 
as a local Community who totally support and 'look out' for 
one another.  In the past few weeks it has been a privilege to 
have visited local support services and attended events at 
Wooroloo and Gidgegannup and seen this huge amazing 'Care 
in Action'.

Leila, Year 6 Student at Bold Park Community School 
thought it would be a great idea to make some very colourful 
sensory cushions for our Gidgegannup students who had been 
directly or indirectly affected by the bush fires.  Leila thought 
about her friend who at times can be anxious. Her friend was 
also evacuated during the bush fire and Leila had a feeling the 
cushions would probably be the right thing! Mrs Simone 
Harris, Deputy Principal at Gidgegannup Primary and  I , 
Karen Abbott,  Gidgegannup Chaplain met with Leila, sister, 
Mischa and her Mum (also called Simone) to receive this 
awesome donation. When asked if her Mum helped to make 
the cushions, Leila was quick to respond that it was her Gran 
that had taught her and given her a sewing machine. Thank 
you so much Leila – The students at Gidgegannup Primary 
are loving them!

Friendship Club – We have commenced the Wednesday 
lunch-time Friendship Club in the Library  and our students 
appear to be enjoying the different activities on offer, valuing 
their friendships and working in teams. 

  

Chaplain's Chat from Gidgegannup Primary

You can now read the Gidgegram on line 
just log into:
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If you or your community group is interested in having a 
publicly accessible defibrillator installed at your premises, 
please contact St John WA Morangup Sub Centre for more 
information on morangup@stjohnwa.com.au

Last week, we installed a second 24/7 publicly accessible 
defibrillator – this time outside the Australia Post shop at the 
Vibe Gidgegannup complex. Whilst there are other registered 
defibrillators in the Gidgegannup town area, none of these are 
publicly accessible and instead are behind locked doors. If a 
cardiac arrest were to occur in the nearby vicinity, you are 
encouraged to call Triple Zero right away and they will 
provide the access code to the defibrillator to allow use on the 
patient until help arrives.

 
When you call Triple Zero, you'll be advised of the nearest 
defibrillator in your community, or you can look on the St 
John WA First Responder App.

A huge thank you to Australia Post Manager Alan Edge for 
allowing us to install this life saving device on the premises.

Did you know that every year, approximately 34 000 
Australian and New Zealanders suffer an out of hospital 
cardiac arrest, with 80% of these happening in the home? 
Calling Triple Zero for an ambulance, early CPR and early 
defibrillation are vital.

St John WA Morangup Sub Centre is endeavouring to 
increase the number of 24/7 publicly accessible defibrillators 
in the local community. In November 2020, a defibrillator was 
installed at the Noble Falls Tavern and registered on the St 
John WA First Responder App. This location was chosen as a 
midpoint between Morangup and Gidgegannup and due to 
the number of visitors to the area on weekends. From L – R: Committee Member Valdis Taukulis who performed 

the install, Australia Post Manager Alan Edge and Morangup 
Vice Chairperson Kim Maddrell.

Restoration Recovery
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CWA   
GIDGEGANNUP 

BRANCH
Ladies are you free on Wednesdays?

with a great bunch of other local ladies.  
Transport can be arranged.

Country Women's Association meets every 
Wednesday at the CWA Hall, Gidge 

Showgrounds from 10am.

President:  Terrianne 0435 394 157
For more details, please phone.

Wednesday from 10am till 2pm.

Just come along and have a good time 

You don't have to be a 'Country' woman, 
and you certainly don't have to be able to 

cook or knit.

Homemade crafts for sale every 

Gidgegannup 
Square Dance Club

For more info please contact us on 95746054 or 
95746071

 Give it a Go What have you got to Lose!!!

We will be dancing every second and fourth 
Saturday of every month at the Showgrounds Hall 

in Gidgegannup. 

We have the year worked out with some great 
dances organised through the year. 

When you see them advertised come along and 
join in the fun for the night. 

Everyone is welcome to join in.....

14 September 2020
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Owner/Operator

• Installation

• Sanding

• Polishing

• Coating

Free Quotes - Quality Workmanship

Toodyay 
Timber 
Flooring

Toodyay 
Timber 
Flooring

Around The Farm
by The Farmer

Personally, I use the type that needs a small amount per 
hectare, It starts to work in ground very quickly and I have 
found that it reacts against cape week effectively, as long as it 
is applied when the leaf matter is in its early stages.

For those that have not been impacted now will be a good time 
to start looking at liming and fertiliser applications.

I wish you all the best with resurrecting yourselves and 
property. It will take time, but some form of normality will 
eventually return.

A good start is to get hold of a soil testing kit, these are 
available from any agricultural outlet at a fee.

Lime comes in many forms, one is very quick acting while 
others take longer. Also the application rates vary immensely, 
from a few hundred kilos per hectare to two to three tonnes 
per hectare.

Wind, fires and rain, what a start to the year. Half decent rain 
in February, but March, these down pours certainly got the 
dry, dusty and bare paddocks covered in grass.

For those of you who have suffered the ravages of the fires, I 
hope that things are starting to move in a positive direction. I 
trust that everyone is taking up the available financial help 
that has been offered by the various groups. It just maybe the 
boost that will help in a moment of dire need.

My real fear is that after such heavy rain, erosion could be a 
factor on the burnt and denuded landscape.

From the results of these tests you will able to determine what 
is required to give your paddocks the necessary requirements, 
to get them to their productive best.

Great for this time of the year, but remember just because there 
is a bit of grass-or is it just rubbish-it is only a green “pick' and 
really has no benefit is sustaining any animal. It is primarily just 
water.

Super Potash comes in several variations, 3:1, 3:2 and so on and I 
prefer to apply it each year. Huge quantities are not necessary, 
because  if applied on a yearly basis it is just a topping up process.

Next month, the topic will be pasture and hay crop preparation

As our Gidgie soils are mainly a gravel content, usually lacking 
in trace elements and potash a top dressing of super potash and 
trace elements is beneficial. Trace elements only need to be 
applied about  every five years, but this is just a rule of thumb.

Having said that, some fertiliser application is much better than 
none.

Soil testing results do take a bit of time to come back, and  
sometimes can be somewhat confusing. If you are unsure, it 
never hurts to ask an agricultural supplier for help in 
deciphering the wording.

Depending on the type of soils you have, these applications may 
need to be applied each year to maintain a healthy soil profile. If 
you have earthworms present so much the better.

These processes are not cheap, but like all things agricultural, 
what is put into the ground, is what is reaped, good healthy 
grasses etc.

With the amount of early autumn rain that has fallen so far, 
paddocks are now showing a distinct green coverage.

It is imperative that hay and/or hard feeding is continued, to 
maintain healthy livestock.
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We wanted to reach out to the people of Gidgegannup and let 
you know that ‘our hearts are with you.’ Over the years we have 
received much kindness from the community in both small 
and big ways—the friendly smiles we receive when you see us 
out and about,the kind and helpful service provided by the 
cheerful folk at the post office and especially the support we 
have had from the fire brigades. Many of you have 
volunteered your time and energy to help us manage our 
property by doing hazard reduction burns. And we, like 
everyone, feel a tremendous debt of gratitude for the work 
that the brigades do especially when there is an actual 
bushfire emergency.
We have been wondering ‘how can we support the community 
that we live in?’ As simple monastics, we are somewhat limited 
in terms of the material assistance that we can provide. So 
what can a monastery offer? We provide a place of peace and 
calm. A refuge, if you like, not from external dangers such as 
fires or storms, but a quiet place tounravel and heal the 
wounds that are inflicted on us by life. A space where anyone 
cancome to centre themselves, go inside and experience some 
stillness and peace of mind. Sometimes all we need is a quiet 
place.

Message for the Community of Gidgegannup from Dhammasara Monastery

https://bswa.org/location/dhammasara-monastery/

helpful to come and sit quietly on your own, if you would like 
to participate in our daily

From the Dhammasara Community

We are open daily from 10am - 1pm. Everyone is welcome. If 
you feel that it would be

With Kind Wishes & Gratitude,

It is very natural to experience distress, anxiety and worry 
after events such as a bushfire. You may have lost your home, 
or maybe you experienced great fear and panic during the 
fire. Even if you lost nothing, simply to witness the suffering 
of others can be difficult. We will all have our own ways of 
coping and processing the difficulties that life presents. We 
just wanted to make the offer that we are here and thinking of 
you.

receiving kindness.

service or simply join us for lunch, please feel free to visit.

Difficult times provide an opportunity for strengthening 
community through giving and

No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted. - Aesop

Report any suspicious 
behaviour to your local 

Rural Watch representative

pjfollyfarm@gmail.com



You can now read the Gidgegram on line 
just log into:

Hills Sparkling 
Pool Care

E: hspc@westnet.com.au
W: www.hillssparklingpoolcare.com.au
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Your local Chiropractic and 
Natural Therapy centre
5375 Stoneville Road Stoneville

Visit our website for further information 
and online bookings

www.justaddhealth.com.au
or phone 9295 6663

Card and Hicap facilities available

Remedial Massage
and Swedish 

Massage 
available on 

weekends
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Perth Hills Future Inc is the newly formed Community Peak 
Body that aims to provide a consolidated community voice to 
create a strong economic future that protects and enhances 
the environment and culture of the Perth Hills. 

Perth Hills Future will undertake broad-based and multi-
faceted community consultation to deliver strong Mandates 
that will form the basis of a community-endorsed 
conversation with government in pursuit of a more integrated 
planning, development and investment future for the Perth 
Hills. 

Perth Hills Future was formed in response to the 2020 Perth 
Hills Strategic Visioning Report by Regional Development 
Australia, Perth. The report acknowledges widespread 
community frustration at the disconnect between 
engagement and planning outcomes. It recommended that a 
grassroots Community Peak Body be formed as the vehicle by 
which authentic and cohesive community consultation can 
occur. The report also outlines development challenges, 
including bushfire risk, drying climate, limited and ageing 
infrastructure (transport, power, telecommunications) and 
waste water management, that have resulted in ad hoc and 
misaligned planning outcomes.
 

The Perth Hills are an iconic WA natural asset and 
biodiversity hotspot, critical to the health of the greater Perth 

If you would like to promote your local business on our 
website please send your logo to info@perthhillsfuture.org. It 
is important for us to hear the voice of our local businesses so 
together we can grow a strong economic future that respects 
and enhances our unique environment.

Perth Hills Future believes that the time is now to seize the 
opportunity to develop a community-led dialogue about the 
future of the Perth Hills. 

Please visit our website www.perthhillsfuture.org and join. 
Members will be invited to participate in the community 
consultation process to help us vision the future. 

region and whose ecological and cultural importance grows 
daily as the Swan Coastal Plain is developed. Our community 
wants smart growth and thriving communities, but not at the 
cost of our strong environmental and cultural values. Other 
regions have achieved this; the Adelaide Hills and Yarra 
Valley have both harnessed their natural assets to generate 
significant value for local communities without risking their 
core values.

Hills' future hinges on community voice
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Gidgegannup 
Community Church 

SERVICES
Anglican and Uniting Church Services  Sunday 9.30am

Anglican – Ministers from The Church of Ascension in Midland.

Uniting Church  – Rev Harold Sampson

All people are welcome to our services.
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NUMBERS

CRIME STOPPERS..................................................................1800 333 000
RURAL WATCH - Peter Jensen..............................................0402 910 707

MUNDARING POLICE (weekdays)................................................131 444
POLICE EMERGENCIES......................................................................000

MIDLAND POLICE (anytime)....................................................9250 0333
POLICE Attendance...........................................................................131 444

Vera Waldby - Place Manager.................................................0417 097 178

FIRE EMERGENCIES............................................................................000

Neal Pennison (Capt)...........................................………….. 0417 949 916

Sean Corbin (Capt) ....................................................................0427 999 856

MORANGUP ST JOHN AMBULANCE
Administration: Amy Wittber...................................................0418 741 971
Email:morangup@stjohnambulance.com.au    
3 Wallaby Way Morangup: Open Tuesdays 8.30am - 4.30pm.

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
President, Gordon Caine............................................................0403 056 019

Total Movement and Harvest Bans............................................9267 9326

General Info (recorded message)...................................................9574 6536

2071 Toodyay Rd Gidgegannup Open 8.30am –6pm ..................6147 6030

Suzanne Taylor FCO..................................................................0419 195 934

Shane Attwood FCO...................................................................0419  961 749

Vince Pullella..............................................................................0413 492 484

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS- Gidge East

Mark Smith ...............................................................................0411 718 348

CITY OF SWAN............................................................................9267 9267

Joe Nistico ................................................……………………. 0439 869 227

GIDGEGANNUP MEDICAL CENTRE 

Alisdair McCrudden...................................................................0407 194 261

Laurie Garcia................................................................................0408 957 747

Paul Goodley - Community Development Coordinator.........0427 163 317

FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS - Gidge West

Gidgegram Advertising  Gloria Metcalf........................................9574 6062

Cr. Charlie Zannino.......0412 788 817... charlie.zannino@swan.wa.gov.au

COMMUNITY CHURCH

BULLSBROOK POULTRY CLUB

Secretary Julie Aizlewood........................................................0409 746 991

EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP

www.gidgegannup.info        Email:admin@gidgegannup.info

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

Sally Block Chairperson.............................................................0418 928 549

Snr Vice President Phillip Corbin..........................................9574 6071

BOOKINGS HALL/SHOWGROUNDS  City of Swan..........9267 9321

President Peter Jensen..............................................................0402 910 707

Cr Rod Henderson..........0413 496 688.....rod.henderson@swan.wa.gov.au

Peta Coombs    bullsbrookpoultryclub@outlook.com............0407 551 396

       3875 Ian Symington.................................................................9574 7295

GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY WEBSITE:. 

       8891 Glenda Winney...........................................................0419 196 320

      

WARD COUNCILLORS

Penny Morgan Secretary............................................................0427 747 210

       6502 Debbie Gilchrist.........................................................0417 184 192

Gloria Metcalf  Treasurer treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au.......9574 6062

Jennifer Kent...............................................................................0412 953 512

No.  2994 Maxwell O'Dea................................................................9574 7140

A/H Secretary .............................Email secretary@gidgegagsociety.com.au

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

Toni Carson......................................................................................9574 6014
Len & Jean Baxter...........................................................................9574 7028

Secretary - Terrianne..................................................................0435 394 157
Treasurer - Trish..........................................................................0421 115 135

President - Belinda.....................................................................0411 533 129
CWA GIDGEGANNUP

GIDGEGANNUP DRESSAGE CLUB

Kylie Burton Treasurer......................................................................9572 9716

Secretary Mandy Chittick www.wajmcc.com.au .................................0438 935 683

AHMAG Avon & Hills Mining Awareness Group 
President David Jones.......................................................................9572 9072

Secretary - Vera Sulc ..................................................................0407 201 907

MORANGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
President:  Danielle Wrench

President -  Marjorie Stanger..........................9295 1403   or   0407 089 056

MVBFB meet every 3rd Saturday of the month at 5.30pm

Hall Hire - Leoni Carnaby... lcarnaby@ymail.com....0472 975 593

Secretary Cathy Garz..........0487 187 017 ....gidgepcsecretary@outlook.com

Secretary, Sonia Laidley...............……………....................……0413 242 981
President, Tracey Dow...................…...……………....................0412 778 343
GIDGEGANNUP EQUESTRIAN ASSN

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Captain- Jeff Venn ...............................................captainmvbfb@gmail.com     
Secretary- Sharon Gamble .................................secretarymvbfb@gmail.com

President Theo Lawrence....................................................9572 9393

WAJMCC CHIDLOW MOTOCROSS

REGAL HILL WATER SUPPLY ASS INC

www.morangupmpa.com.au

President Steve Payne ...................................................................0419 906 447

President Jan Lawrie........0402 760 860 gidgepcpresident@outlook.com

FRIENDS OF GIDGE RESERVE

President Paul Carroll.....................................................................9574 6601

GIDGEGANNUP JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
President: Nathan van Beek ...................................................... 0418 748 232

FOOTBALL CLUB

GIDGEGANNUP NETBALL CLUB
Registrar Lisa Atwill ...................................................................0429 015 667

e president@gidgegannupjfc.org.au

President Peter Whife...............................................................0428 747 128

President Hayley Atwill.............................................................0437 688 037

Secretary Kerry Stewart.............................................................0409 108 046
Vice President Michael Blackie.................................................

Secretary Amy Tomerini...........................................................0438 561 914

GIDGEGANNUP BASKETBALL CLUB

w http://gidgegannupjfc.sportingpulse.net

GIDGEGANNUP RECREATION CENTRE

Alan Lockwood..........................................................................0456 363 347

Bill Karroll.......................................................................................9574 6191

Bookings ............................9574 6483 or email info@gidgerecclub.com.au

Vice-President - Fran Kininmonth.................................................9478 3384 

GIDGEGANNUP PONY CLUB

GIDGEGANNUP SCOUT GROUP

GIDGEGANNUP PLAY GROUP...............gidgegplaygroup@gmail.com
Enrolment Officer Kate Kolk .....................................................0423 387 779

PERTH HILLS PAINTBALL ASSOCIATION

Gordon & Esme Caine........................................................... ......0403 056 019

Registration and general queries:...................... gidgebasketball@gmail.com

SQUARE DANCING

Donna Feehan Scout Leader...........................................................9573 6707
Stephen Inouye Cub Scout Leader..................................................9578 3242

Paul Carroll President.......................................................................9574 6601 

VETERINARY SURGEON
Dr John Tyrrell B.Sc. (Hons) B.V.M.S. ...........................................9574 6262

WILDFLOWER SOCIETY

Secretary Sandra Harms...............................................................0429 086 252
Treasurer Ieva Tomsons.....................................................................9574 7166

To update details email: ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au


