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Council votes to provide relief to bushre
impacted property owners
City of Swan Council have voted to apply rates concessions to
bushfire-affected residents and waive building and planning
application fees, representing an estimated $476,000 saving
for ratepayers and those rebuilding in the fire affected area.
For ratepayers, the decisions made at the April 14 Council
Meeting means:
· For properties that are damaged but the house is habitable,
the City will apply a one-off pro-rata credit for the 2020/21
Council rates for the period from 1 February to 30 June 2021.
· For properties that are destroyed and the houses are not
habitable, the City will apply a one-off credit for the full
2020/21 Council rates.
· Total credits are estimated at $191,000, and does not apply to
the Emergency Services Levy, as this charge is not under the
City's control.
· The total amount is subject to change dependant on number
of applications.
The City will also waive fees for planning applications,
building permits and certificates, onsite effluent disposal and
for temporary accommodation under the Caravan Park and
Camping Act for a period of three years, representing
approximately $285,000 in concessions.
Anyone who was affected by the bushfire, and who has
already paid a planning or building fee, will be refunded
accordingly.
City of Swan Mayor Kevin Bailey said the priority was
supporting the local community on the recovery journey, and
these measures are designed to help remove financial pressure
and accelerate the rebuilding of homes and other structures.
“This recovery process has been extremely challenging and
the scale of loss is hard to comprehend, and many people in
our community have been deeply impacted,” he said.
“It is our priority to provide relief to impacted property
owners at this difficult time.
"We were already expediting applications for the Mindaroo
temporary accommodation pods, and waiving application
fees up to the delegated amount of $500, and we can now waive
planning application fees for higher value structures, like
houses, which typically attract a larger fee.”
The number of properties eligible for the concessions will be
clearer over coming months as applications are received and
details are verified.
A range of financial support is currently available to affected
r e s i d e n t s i n c l u d i n g D i s a s t e r R e c o v e r y Fu n d i n g
Arrangements WA (DRFAWA), Lord Mayor’s Distress

Relief Fund, Services Australia Disaster Recovery One-Off
Payment and Disaster Recovery Allowance, and Bushfire
Relief Payments funded by the Department of Premier and
Cabinet/administered by the City.
Affected residents can apply for Bushfire Relief Payments
and Lord Mayor's Distress Relief Funding on our website, by
calling us for information on 9267 9267, or by visiting our
Bushfire Recovery Centre, Administration Building or any of
our Libraries.
For more information about the bushfire recovery, including
financial support and available grants, visit
www.swan.wa.gov.au/bushfire2021

Gidgegannup
Agricultural Society news
The Gidgegannup Agricultural Society Committee would
like to welcome our new members, Kyla Howard, Stuart and
Margaret Jones who have presented some new ideas to the
Committee in the April meeting.

Getting ready for a great
Show
We are all looking forward to this year's show being bigger
and better than ever, especially after the tough times we all
experienced in 2020 with COVID and having to cancel the
show.

Book your space now
There is still plenty of space available if you would like to
have a stall. Please send your expressions of interest to
groundspace@gidgeagsociety.com.au

Next Gidge Show
Saturday 30th October 2021
Grow with Gidgegannup!
Support local businesses and
community groups

Although every effort to remain totally impartial, the Editor and the individual members of the Gidgegannup Agricultural Society
(The Publisher) cannot be made responsible for comments and opinions voiced in letters received.
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Gidgegram June 2021: Deadline Thursday 20th May 2021 - Distribution 26th May 2021
Advertisements or articles please Download the Advertising Schedule from the website gidgegannup.info
(Groups > Gidgegannup Agricultural Society > Gidgegram) or phone Sandra Harms on 0429 086 253

CLASSIFIEDS
Need an experienced
hardworking reliable gardener?
Call Jim 9574 7166

Gidgegannup Garden & Property
Maintenance
RURAL & DOMESTIC

Grow with Gidgegannup!
Support local businesses and
community groups

Organic
Olive Oil
Sales

General Garden Clean-ups
Weeding and Whipper-snippering
Reticulation Repair / Chainsawing
Pruning & Hedge Trimming
Propagation of Native Plants
Gutter and Water Tank Cleaning

Ross Rudeforth

Assoc. Dip. Ag.
Mobile: 0419 190 984
Phone/Fax: 9574 6263
Email: gidgeflora@westnet.com.au

Stop breathing dirty air

Functions / weddings / picnic hampers

NEW MENU
Modern Australian A-la-Carte
Gold Plate Chef
Bookings

9574 6424 BYO
Lot 122 Mayo Road
(near Noble Falls)
Gidgegannup

Opening Hours
Sat 9am - 9pm
Sun 9am - 4pm

Have your split
air conditioner
comprehensively decontaminated
and cleaned regularly
See web site
www.splitsystemclean.com.au

0439 967 939
SplitSystem
Clean
Clean the air you breathe
Email jmills@splitsystemclean.com.au

www.cherithgrove.com.au
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Community volunteers are still at Percy Cullen Oval - Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. Outside these hours you can contact
Sharon on 0466430979 or Carey on 0409 108 046
As things change with the volunteers we will let the community
know through our page so please check in with us if you are unsure
what support we are offering rather than rely on other sources.

Community Breakfast
Thank you to everyone who helped out and came along to the
Gidgegannup Community Breakfast on 27th March. There was a
fabulous response to this event, with many people in our community
in attendance along with a range of volunteer groups, support
services and firefighters, all coming together to enjoy delicious meal.
It was heart-warming to receive the assistance of a great number of
volunteers who helped with setting up, cooking and serving food and
cleaning up. Everyone enjoyed the live music by Tropicana and this
enhanced positive vibe and feeling that our beautiful community
was beginning to heal and recover. Councillor Charlie Zannino was
at the breakfast and we appreciate his warm and encouraging words.
He spoke about the spirit and strength that has emerged from all that
have been impacted, by the Wooroloo Bushfire and the amazing
work of various groups, City of Swan staff and the Volunteer
Bushfire Brigades. This event was sponsored by the Uniting Church
and City of Swan and we sincerely thank them for their
contributions.

Swap Meet
Thank you to everyone who support this community event
either as a seller or as a buyer. Who also thank the volunteers
who make it possible to hold events such as this.

Basketball court
At the last meeting; we viewed and discuss the options for covering
the basketball courts. Having chosen an option, we are excited as this
process takes the next step towards making this happen. We hope to
bring you more information soon.

Gym Equipment
In the past, you would have read about a grant being provided to the
recreation club for the purchase of gym equipment. We got this far
and then there has been a long pause. One of the reasons for the delay
has been due to meeting the stands required for fitting and securing
the equipment in on the oval. The City of Swan has agreed to fitting
the equipment and a suitable site has been chosen. We look forward to
this happening in the near future. Once install you will be able to
come down to the oval and use this equipment at your leisure. The key
is available at the vibe if you wish to drive your vehicle around to the
buildings.

Bookings
The Alan Lockwood room and Pavilion are available to hire for your
special event. All booking enquiries can be done by email
bookings@gidgegannuprecclub.com.au

Coming Events
Football Festival Curtain Raiser - Saturday May 22nd
Mt Helena v's Gidge juniors 2pm
Mt Helena Seniors v's Gidge Seniors 6pm
The Bar will be open and food available. Come along and cheer
for you team.

The Very Best For Your Brand Exposure.
7/2086 Toodyay Road, GIDGEGANNUP
This 25sqm property is situated in an ideal location for
those seeking a second premises to service their
regional clients without having them travel all the way
to Perth. Perfect for those with a specialist practice or
a service to oﬀer the area.
This site currently attracts a number of clientele by the
way of the supporting businesses, including the post
oﬃce, petrol station, IGA, saddler, hairdresser, bottle
shop and oﬃce use.
With an estimated 5,700 vehicles passing per day, if
you want some main road exposure for your business,
or are looking to get your oﬃce out of the home, this
site is a serious contender.

Cambell Giles 0418 936 544
Realmark Commercial (08) 9328 0909
commercial.realmark.com.au
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Gidge Gossips
Just when we all think things are back to normal and life is
cruising along smoothly, what do we get but another Lock
down. It should be clear to all levels of Government now that
hotel quarantine is not working and whilst the Australian
population is getting on with the job of adopting behaviour to
protect all of us against this deadly disease, we should not
have to put up with the constant threat of our economic and
social life being shut down because of disease escaping from
these quarantine hotels. Quite clear that is what is
happening. Perhaps consideration should be given to using
detention centres for this purpose. Particularly those in
isolated areas. With the disease still active in so many parts
of the world this is the only way for Australia to be protected.
People do need to come back to Australia and move between
countries but even more so the resident population needs to
be protected.
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You have to admit though that these outbreaks do have their
funny sides – the stampede by those going shopping,
particularly for toilet rolls, that follows these solemn
announcements by the Premier and the Health Minister is
hilarious. It reminds me of the rush by our cows at feeding
time, except I think the cows are more restrained.
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The fallout from the bushfire is now firmly in recovery mode
and all those so badly affected should know that the whole
community is solidly with them. What is clear though is that
our community requires an independent Enquiry and for our
voice to be heard loud and clear at that Enquiry. Not a witch
hunt because everyone did their best at the time, given the
circumstances and the speed that fire was going at. We need
to talk this through, be heard and be listened to. Disaster will
strike again, maybe not here but somewhere in Western

It's
not funny
really!

Celebrating 100 Years

Australia, it already has with the Cyclone. We need to work
towards putting mechanisms in place to disaster proof the
whole community. So we want an Enquiry and we want to be
part of that Enquiry.
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Here's hoping that the events the community has planned
will go ahead, we need these to begin a normal life and recover
from the terrible events of the past year.
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The Field Day Committee are determined that we will go
ahead. It is going to have to be pretty drastic to deter us – so
we really do hope to see you all on the day.
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Bonuses from bush fire are the watsonia along the Wooroloo
was razed to the ground. It is shooting up growth again so
now is a really good time to zap it with weedkiller and get rid
of this prolific weed that when dried really added to the fuel
load on the banks of the brook.
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I am really looking forward to the winter so I can get out in the
garden, now we have fences to keep our dogs in. You really
appreciate these luxuries now.
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Despite lock down, enjoy the weekend and just consider that
we now appear to have two footie teams doing well.
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Think we can all relate to this joke:
A politician visited a small remote rural town and asked the
inhabitants what the government could do for them.
"We have two big needs," said the Town Mayor. "First, we have
a clinic but no doctors."
The politician whipped out his cell phone, spoke for a while
and then said, "I have sorted it out. A doctor will arrive here
tomorrow. What is your other need?"
"We have no cell phone reception at all in our town.
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BUSHFIRE COMMUNITY CONNECT SPACE

Heartless break-in
The Gidgegannup Recreation Club was
broken into on April 6.
Some low-life scum took items that had
been donated for families impacted by the
Wooroloo fire.
They took tools and about $6000 worth of
brand-new boxed work boots and a
pressure cleaner which means we can't
clean horse blankets
These items had been allocated to families
in need and to assist them to get back to
some sort of normality.
We are all devastated by this heartless act.
Not only have they damaged the buildings
but they have ripped the heart out of so
many hard-working volunteers.
This disgusting act of selfish thievery has
hurt so many people who have been
traumatised by the fire who deserve better.
I and the Rec. Club committee and
volunteers will not let this stop us from
helping our community.
Paul Carroll
Gidgegannup Recreation Club President
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gpa@gidgegannup.info – www.gidgegannup.info
Next Meetings: 17th May 2021, 21st June, 19th July 2021 (AGM) at 7.30pm
WESTERN POWER/MICROGRIDS; Western Power will
be attending our meeting on Monday, 17th May, 2021. They
have asked for topics to discuss at the meeting. Some raised:
Stand alone systems – need for servicing by staff from
Queensland
Vegetation that can't be cleared because too near power poles –
added complication as too near Telstra land lines for
bulldozer work.
Suggestion cut down trees and poison stumps
Contractors do not want to take too much vegetation off as
perception no work next year
Fire proofing of system
Responsibility for checking poles on your property – up to
meter and from meter
Would be grateful if members and community can email their
queries in to the GPA by 10th May 2021.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS: The extended life batteries
have now arrived at the Reen Road Tower to provide an
improved service in the case of power outages.
There have been a lot of problems with land lines and Telstra
has largely now completed its work on the land line network.
Telstra is now working with the City on the recovery
programme.
It is clear though that in disaster prone areas consideration
needs to be given to providing back up generators to all
mobile towers.
RATEABLE VALUES; Cr. Zannino has reported:
That this item will appear at the May meeting. Unfortunately
some Councillors are not as supportive as first it appeared. It
is interesting to note, however, that when the City is
promoted to the public it is normally the rural areas that are
showcased. It is maybe that urban Crs. Do not wholly
appreciate the value of the rural areas to the City of Swan. Cr.
Zannino has had meetings with the CEO and Kim Leahy to
discuss a rating model which will be fairer to rural ratepayers.
Modelling on any rating change will be presented to

Councillors. It is difficult to assess this until it is known
what rating model will be proposed. There will be a Briefing
meeting this Wednesday the 21st April, so that officers can
write a recommendation for the OMC agenda. It seems
unclear as to which Councillors will be supportive and those
that will not. It is hoped that those Councillors who represent
rural wards will be supportive in the best interests of their
ratepayers. Some Crs. Appear to believe that all ratepayers
should be moved to GRV and only those who can demonstrate
that they produce an income based on agricultural practises
will be entitled to be considered for a farmland concession
and be on a uv basis. The farmland concession requirements
are not a rigorous as they once were and now only require a
demonstration of income rather than a livelihood. It is
hoped that the new Minister can sort this stand off out, as it
cannot be allowed to go on much longer.
Swan Valley farmers already getting a rating concession and
felt inequitable that Gidgegannup and Bullsbrook farmers do
not.
It is also clear that rural ratepayers whether residential or
farming do not get the same level of service and this has to be
taken into account and residential rural ratepayers should pay
a lesser rate in the dollar than urban ratepayers who get so
many more services.
CYCLISTS ON RURAL ROADS; Report from meeting:
In response to community concern about the safety of cyclists in and
around Gidgegannup, the Gidgegannup Progress Association
(GPA) have been engaging in discussions with the Road Safety
Commission, WestCycle, the City of Swan and Department of
Transport.
All parties meet on 23 March 2021 and several possible solutions of
short, medium and long-term value were discussed. There is a strong
message by all attendees that sharing the roads, courtesy on both
sides, and driving to the conditions is our best defence in preventing
road trauma on our roads.
As a short term measure, the Commission have put together a
package of information that will be distributed widely within the

20 years living at Gidgegannup
22 years Real Estate Experience
One of Elders top 3 agents 10 years
Elders 180 years of honesty, trust, service and reliability

May 2021 7
Cycling Community, but is also relevant to drivers of passenger and
heavy vehicles in the Gidgegannup area. There is a strong message
from the Road Safety Commission that sharing the roads, courtesy
on both sides, and driving to the conditions is our best defence in
preventing road trauma on our roads.
The Road Safety Commission and WestCycle pointed to a number
of resources that may be useful to drivers and cyclist in the
Gidgegannup area. The Best Practice Guide to Driving Safety
with Bike Riders is of particular relevance. This guide is aimed
at people who drive and it is to help drivers understand why people
do certain things when they are riding a bike and how to drive safely
around them. There are also guides for bike riders who ride alone
and in groups that seek to achieve the same purpose of encouraging
courteous sharing of the roads. These guides are designed to help
improve the relationship by helping cyclists and drivers safely, share
the roads and be considerate of other roads users. Members of the
GPA are encouraged to read and share these guides amongst the
Gidgegannup community and the Road Safety Commission will
work with WestCycle to also circulate this information within
cycling circles, particularly to groups known to frequent the area.
The Commission have also provided the below resources that may
be of interest to cyclists and drivers in Gidgegannup. The
Gidgegannup community are encouraged to read through the
below resources and whether you are a bike rider, pedestrian, horse
rider, car or truck driver, please do the right thing on the roads.
· Rules and Penalties for cyclists and drivers: Road Safety
Commission/Cycling Rules & Penalties
· Cycling Safety information: Road Safety Commission/Cyclists
Safety Information & Resources
· Campaign on cyclist passing distance legislation introduced in
November 2017: Road Safety Commission/Must Be A Metre
Overtaking Distance
· Campaign highlighting the importance of sharing the roads safely
between drivers and cyclists: Road Safety Commission/Might Be
A Mate Cyclist Campaign
The Department of Transport encourage the Gidgegannup community
to visit the Avon Central Coast 2050 Cycling Strategy Project
webpage, which includes detailed maps and other information
relating to the area. Feedback can be provided directly to Mr Andrew
McClurg, Project Manager Dept of Transport 6551 6033 or
Andrew.McClurg@transport.wa.gov.au.
In the medium term, there is a need to identify popular on-road
cycling routes in Gidgegannup and across the wider Perth Metro
Area so that targeted actions to improve safety and awareness can
take place. The Road Safety Commission will continue to work
with the Department of Transport, Main Roads WA and
WestCycle to identify possible solutions.
In the longer term, there is planning taking place for further
infrastructure improvements to improve the safety of all road users
Locall
owned y
and
& Automation operated

that include EastLink WA is a long-term project that will
transform Perth's eastern transport network with significant
upgrades to Reid and Roe highways and a new route to Northam.
This project is currently in planning stages but the long term plan is
that this route will include a Principal Shared Path along it.
There was a high level of agreement between those at the
meeting and it was felt that we need to keep in contact and
work together.
Consideration of Submissions - Amendment No.103 to
Local Planning Scheme No.17 - To rezone three (3)
properties in Gidgegannup from 'General Rural' to a new
'Special Rural Zone' to facilitate smaller rural living
opportunities - Lot 47 (No.1820) & Lot 48 Toodyay Road
and Lot 5 (No.8890) Stoneville Road, Gidgegannup LPS17-103:Some members have been informed that this will
come before Council in May.
Concern expressed that
whatever recommendation comes from Councillors, the
Minister has the final decision and may take into account the
officers' recommendation that was made previously.
COMMUNITY REBUILDING MEETING; The GPA
raised points at the Council meeting of 17th March, 2021 and
have received the following response from the CEO:
Thank you for your questions at our Ordinary Meeting of
Council on Wednesday night in relation to Wooroloo
Bushfire Relief
1. The City's role in the Lord Mayor's Distress Relief Fund
(LMDRF) is to review and forward eligible applications to
the City of Perth to approve and administer payment.
Currently there are two out of five levels (Level One and
Level Four) that have been processed as a priority. Level One
is available to Owners / Owner Occupiers and is for those
instances where the place of residence and contents have
been totally destroyed. Level Four is available to Occupiers
(those renting) and is for those instances where the house
contents have been totally destroyed as a consequence of the
house being totally destroyed. As at March 23, 2021 the City
has recommended 70 applications to City of Perth for
payment. The LMDRF Board have now broadened the
categories of assistance (as of this week) to home owners who
suffered partial property damage or lost other property such
as water tanks, fencing and sheds. The City will now assess
these applications and make recommendations to the City of
Perth in a timely manner. Further information is expected to
be released by LMDRF shortly regarding the remaining
levels of funding. The City doesn't have a role in
administering the under insurances $10,000 community
services/aid payments.

Hills Custom Gates

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

ABN: 8745 2663979

Installations • Free Quotes • Prompt Service • Affordable Prices

0408 095 139

Phone Dave on
Email: dwchm1@hotmail.com

Wayne & Kerry Best
T: 9574 6153 - E: bestys151@bigpond.com
151 Reen Rd Gidgegannup WA 6083
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2. The City's immediate focus with the Department of the
Premier and Cabinet's Bushfire Relief Grant of $4,000 and
$2,000 payments was on those houses that are totally
destroyed. As at March 23, 2021 108 payments have been
issued. This includes 65 totally destroyed payments (at
$4,000) and 43 damaged but habitable payments (at $2,000).
The City is continuing to assess remaining applications and
will process them in a timely manner.
The City doesn't have a role in administering the Federal
Government grant of $1,000. Applicants should contact Services
Australia on www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/disaster or phone
180 22 66 for more information.
3. The City has a database of all properties eligible for
assistance via the state led clean up and all eligible residents
have now been provided a copy of this form, if there is anyone
who you are aware of who you believe may be eligible but has
not received information or advice, if they can please contact
the City immediately www.wa.gov.au/service/environmentinformation-services.wooroloo-bushfire-coordinatedresidential-clean-program.
More than 100 'Authority to Act' forms from residents
impacted by the Wooroloo bushfire have now been received
by the City following our initial contact with these residents,
the City and DEWR appreciate the residents competing these
forms in a timely manner, this effort will enable the next stage
of the clean-up to proceed more efficiently.
Asbestos stabilisation work has been completed and residents
who have submitted an Authority to Act form will be
contacted in the next week (week starting 22 March) to start
scheduling individual site clean-up planning meetings. The
State government is finalising its contract with the
demolition company and establishing a hotline for residents
to track scheduling, and provide timelines and progress
reports specific to their property. A schedule of 'sectors' is
being developed with at least three demolition teams working
in different parts of the fire affected area.
4. The City is advocating further on behalf of the community
in regards to telecommunications and internet access in the
area.
5. The City is supporting EASE WA and a number of other
animal support agencies in regards to stock feed, the City has
also this week met with a number of other support agencies
and should be able to make an announcement regarding
further support for animal food, the City is not aware of any
animal welfare issues currently related to stock feed. The City
would like to again acknowledge the excellent work of EASE
WA alongside many other local residents who have provided
support and feed to animals during this time.
6. The City is confirming the appropriate location for some
temporary toilets in the first instance however will also work
with the community to develop a 'community meeting point',
as part of the contracts for the state government led clean-up
any contractors are required to have portable ablutions blocks
in the areas they are working.
The view was very strongly expressed that the community
needs to be involved in any enquiry that takes place. Many
points have been raised after the fire as to what went right and

what went wrong.
Preparation prior to fire, fuel load on verges and some
properties.
City not doing adequate monitoring and enforcement to
control fuel loads
During the fire – breakdown in communications both during
and after fire. Generators failing, Difficulty and protocols to
refuel.
Residents who stayed to protect their properties and fight the
fire being subject to lockdowns where they could not go out to
get fuel, food, etc. Could have been dealt with simply with
production of driver's licences. This put added pressure on
people who were already traumatised. Fuel was vital for
generators as no power for three weeks and more in some
cases
Recovery moving very slowly and far better procedures need
to be in place to make this much smoother and faster.
We need to make a road map for the future to disaster proof
our communities and deal with any severe emergencies more
efficiently.
SAVE PERTH HILLS PETITION;
A Petition is being circulated and has collected over 1000
signatures. Its terms are:
The Government always carries out a review of any major
bushfires and has stated that there will be a review into the
Wooroloo bushfire. An article in The West Australian –
Saturday, 20 February 2021- 'The peak representative body
for WA's volunteer bushfire brigades has urged the
Government to commit to an independent review of the
horrific Wooroloo bushfires'. In the same article Fran Logan,
the then Emergency Services Minister, stated a “draft review
framework “was being prepared for the next Government. We
have been told today, by Samantha Stokes who is heading up
the Wooroloo bushfire recovery, that the details of the inquiry
have not yet been finalised. We will be able to input directly
into the review. It is important that a moratorium is put in
place until the review is completed and any recommendations
are implemented in the appropriate State Government
Policies e.g. SPP 3.7 “Planning in Bushfire Prone Areas”.
The community and the GPA support an independent review
and feel that this is extremely important and will help to
provide information for future such catastrophic events.
Moved that the GPA should write to the Minister and Jessica
Shaw expressing our support for an independent enquiry and
that it should be an enquiry for real change.
Hazard
reduction burning should be increased.
Property
boundaries should not be taken into account when risk
assessment being made of fuel load. There needs to be better
management of pasture and verges. We have to look to the
future and disaster proof as far as possible. Planning also has
to play a part in this.

Next Gidge Show
Saturday 30th October 2021
Grow with Gidgegannup!
Support local businesses and
community groups
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Avon and Hills Mining Awareness Group

Giant gravel pit gets green light

Dump trucks a familiar sight on Toodyay Road.
SIX YEARS ago when AHMAG began raising awareness
about proposed open-cut bauxite mining in our area,
extractive industries such as gravel, clay, granite and sand
quarrying were not on our radar.

Last October Mundaring Shire Council refused Trico's bid to
increase gravel extraction from 47,000 to 950,000 tonnes a
year and, as expected, the company appealed to the State
Administrative Tribunal (SAT).

In the past, extractive industry sites were relatively smallscale projects sourcing local products for the domestic market
with low-level truck movements and generally minor
environmental impacts.

The council sought further investigation of the impacts on
water resources, dust management, increased traffic
movements and loss of community amenity and after months
of mediation at SAT voted on April 13 to approve Trico's
application.

The recent approval of Trico Resources massive gravel pit at
3650 Toodyay Road Bailup and a pending application to
increase clay extraction at Lot M1919 Salt Valley Road
Hoddys Well signals the shift from small quarrying
enterprises to large-scale projects resembling mining.

The approval was granted subject to 28 conditions but the
increase in truck movements from 20 to 132 a day had already
been approved by the WA Planning Commission and could
not be factored into the SAT discussions.
Before the gravel trucks start rolling six days a week from 7am
to 5pm, Trico will have to make major upgrades to the pit's
entry and exit points and seal a 100m access road to the site.
If approved by the Toodyay Shire Council the Capitary No. 3
Pty Ltd's (Midland Brick) application to increase clay
extraction from three pits in Hoddys Well to 100,000 tonnes a
year will result in a 20m deep pit at the end of the 10-year
project and add further truck movements to Toodyay Road.
Depending on demand, Midland Brick's Clay Extraction
Management Plan states that five to 10 trucks per hour will be
required over 90 days throughout the year.
If approval is granted, the clay trucks will operate from 7am to
5pm on weekdays excluding public holidays.
Main Roads WA has identified Toodyay Road as a “strategic
transport corridor” and in last month's Herald defended the
clearing of 55ha of native vegetation during the roadworks on
the grounds of “safety for road users”.
Slowly but surely the natural environment is coming under
threat from mining proposals and ramped-up extractive
industries and locals should be concerned not only for their
safety on Toodyay Road but for what we are losing for future
generations.
If you care about any of these issues please step up and
become a member. It's only $10 a year.
Stay in touch at facebook.com/avonhills or write to PO
Box 111 Gidgegannup WA 6083.
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Toodyay Road Upgrades

Experience

Gidgegannup

in the hills

www.gidgegannup.info
experiencegidge@gidgegannup.info.com.au
SMALL FARM FIELD DAY SUNDAY 30th MAY 2021
Our Programme is in this edition of the Gidgegram and we
hope that there is something for everyone.
Just note that the Volunteer Fire Brigade Expo features:
Hazard Reduction Burns, Storm and Bush Fire Preparedness

Online tickets can be purchased through
https://www.humanitix.com/au/

Work will start this week to upgrade Toodyay Road, between Aspen
Road and Dryandra Road, through Gidgegannup and Bailup.

Exhibitors have been coming in fast and we are well ahead
with the processing.
Covid 19 regulations at the time will be in place, which will
mean on line ticketing as well as at the gate, QR code and/or
contact register and possibly limits on those attending talks to
accommodate social distancing. We will try and make the
event as normal as possible.

The Countryman are again supporting us.

Clearing will get underway from 14 April, with roadworks starting
approximately one week later. Road users should expect speed
restrictions and stop/slow traffic management.

The Alpaca Association will hold their Show, the Honey
Festival will also be joining with us again. The Slow Food
movement have some very innovative ideas for this year.

This project is jointly funded by the Australian and State
Governments under the Regional Road Safety Program.
It includes the widening of Toodyay Road's intersections with Berry
Road, Bailup Road, Utah Road and Squarcini Close, to allow vehicles
travelling straight on Toodyay Road to safely pass those turning
right.

We are looking forward to the day and hope to
welcome you all back again. For updates check out
our facebook page.

Toodyay Road will also be widened for about six kilometres to
include sealed shoulders and safety barriers, to help prevent run-off
road crashes and protect users from roadside hazards.
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Noble Falls opens to visitors
Please be advised that the water barriers from Noble Falls
have now been removed, and the reserve is now open for the
weekend and onwards. However, members of the public are
asked to observe the following:
Not to go into private properties as some properties still
have fencing down due to the fire which are not yet
replaced.
To stay to the designated walk trails.
To please be cautious as it is a fire affected area.
Please note that for the BBQs only one out of the four are
functional at the moment and will be fixed in due course
and signs will be placed on the BBQs advising this
It would be appreciated if you could please share this
information with your contacts.
The City will place this information on its bushfire dashboard
and other social communications which can be accessed via
the following link: https://www.swan.wa.gov.au/YourServices/Emergency-management/Fire/Bushfire-2021dashboard

12 May 2021
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Livestock feed winds down
That's a wrap everyone. From the first photo on week two post the
Wooroloo Bushfires to today nearly 3 months on. We have
distributed over 500 tonne of hay to so many people and I cannot
thank everyone enough. I do need to mention a few people who got
us to where we are today.
Firstly my amazing husband, daughter Daneika and
Friend Lesley for carting and rolling out so many rolls of hay.
To Paul Pernechele and Tony when in the first week we needed hay
came forward with bales to get us started.
To Bel Hall from Harvey Hay Runners for keeping stocks up and the
trucks wheels turning to get the hay here.
Tom Rose for being one of our main transporters and kind owner
who donated us the tractor to move all this hay.
Dusty Murray-Whelan our feed shed legend who also carted many
bales around for me when I needed it!
And the Geraldton crew, Long Yard and Cavanagh Transport for
your huge donation of hay also.
I know I haven't mentioned everyone but I extend my sincere thanks
to everyone involved in this huge effort.
To my new found friends so sadly affected by the fires, my love,
prayers and thoughts are still and will remain with you all. I am here
for a chat whenever you need. Most of you know where I am!! Haha.
Please take care of each other and know we are behind you all the
way.
The Hay Girl

Posted by Karen Andrich on Facebook

Anzacs remembered in
Gidgegannup
For the second year in a row, local resident Carol Salt held a
lonely Anzac Day dawn service on the corner of Toodyay and
Bunning Roads at Gidgegannup Primary School. After
saying the Ode, Carol took her Bugle to perform the Last
Post, followed by the traditional one minute’s silence and
then the Rouse.
Carol is an Instrumental music teacher and a proud member
of Canning City Brass. Thanks Carol for your remembrance.
Sandra Harms
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14 September 2020

CWA
GIDGEGANNUP
BRANCH
Ladies are you free on Wednesdays?
Country Women's Association meets every
Wednesday at the CWA Hall, Gidge
Showgrounds from 10am.
You don't have to be a 'Country' woman,
and you certainly don't have to be able to
cook or knit.
Just come along and have a good time
with a great bunch of other local ladies.
Transport can be arranged.
Homemade crafts for sale every
Wednesday from 10am till 2pm.
For more details, please phone.
President: Terrianne 0435 394 157

...............

Creates the right image for
your business
For modern, professional
promotional material
designed to suit your budget
and targeted to establish your
reputation and integrity
in the market place.

Specialising in
Website design
Signs & Packaging
Corporate trademarks
Advertisements

Call Sandra for an appointment on & 9572 9061 or 0429 086 253
ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au - www.redbrookart.com.au

Gidgegannup
Square Dance Club
We have the year worked out with some great
dances organised through the year.
When you see them advertised come along and
join in the fun for the night.
We will be dancing every second and fourth
Saturday of every month at the Showgrounds Hall
in Gidgegannup.
Everyone is welcome to join in.....
Give it a Go What have you got to Lose!!!
For more info please contact us on 95746054 or
95746071

14 May 2021
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Around The Farm
by The Farmer

Now is the time to start thinking about pasture
and/or hay crops to be planted.
A few tips to make life a little easier before starting.
Start by cleaning up any leaf litter, twigs, branches and any
rocks that may have appeared over the course of time.
A clean paddock is a breeze to work in with machinery once
the rubbish is removed.
If your paddocks have large deposits of animal manure,
dragging harrows around to break it up will make life a lot
easier. This can then be worked back into the ground, a lot
easier than clumps.
Once rain is a bit more prevalent, getting rid of the unwanted
weeds can be controlled either by spraying with a knockdown herbicide – this is the quickest method, but I know that
many people are not in favour of this.
Grazing animals will achieve a similar result, but this way
takes longer, and doesn't kill the weed problem, and
scarifying or ploughing has to take place.
Scarifying or ploughing the areas is eco friendly but a longer
time frame is required to get full weed control.
This method can take two to three weeks more to achieve the
same result as spraying.
It's important to know what the fertiliser history of your
property is.
If unknown then the present time is a good time to start
record keeping.
Testing for soil ph is a handy tool for finding out what the
ground is lacking in.These tests can help greatly in making
the soil as productive as possible.

Toodyay
Timber
Flooring

Owner/Operator
• Installation
• Sanding
• Polishing
• Coating

& 0447 986 289
Free Quotes - Quality Workmanship

Lime is a valuable form of fertiliser and is available in different
forms. Though my preference is for a blended lime, not as
much product is needed per hectare as compared to lime sand.
Gypsum is another product which usually works well on the
heavier soil types.
Fertiliser, super phosphate, with blends of potash, and if
needed ,trace elements are essential for the production of
healthy, vigorous pasture and crops
With trace elements I recommend that these are applied about
every five years.
I find that if lime is applied , it is best to do it annually.
So, if there isn't a fertiliser history then apply super phosphate
and trace elements in the first year
The second year just super phosphate on its own
The third year apply super phosphate and potash. There are
various grades of potash 3:1, 3:2, and so on. A ph soil sample
test will indicate the levels of what is required for the areas to
be sown.
The fourth year back to straight super phosphate only
And the fifth year back to super phosphate and trace elements.
Once the ground preparation has been accomplished seeding
can be started.
If you are first time farmers, there is a lot of pleasure in being
able to sit back and see what you have achieved.
The only thing missing in all of this, is what the God's send
from the heavens, rain. It is just as important as all the rest that
goes into getting started.
I will cover seeding in the next edition of our wonderful local
Gidge Gram..
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ADVERTORIAL

New business venture
for Gidge locals
“The WA Farm Shop has recently opened it's doors at the
bottom of Toodyay Road on Great Northern Highway
providing rural supplies to the Hills and Swan Valley
communities.
Derek and Kate Baxter have lived in Gidgegannup for over
twenty five years and are excited to provide an
independent, locally owned and run family shop.
Derek says “we have hit the ground running trying to help
out as many friends and properties affected by the recent
fires.
We've been running fencing workshops, delivering
emergency electric containment packs, offering free
delivery and the best rates we can get in order to help our
community get their lives back on track as smoothly as
possible”.
WA Farm Shop invite you to come on down to 24 Great
Northern Highway for all your fencing, reticulation,
pasture, seed and animal husbandry needs or give them a
call on 9250 4822”.

See you on the 30th May!

16 May 2021
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EASTERN HILLS
WILDFLOWER SOCIETY INC.
EVENTS - MAY 2021
Saturday 8th May: Plant Sale. This is the annual Hills plant
sale. Whether you are a keen gardener looking for an unusual
plant or you are just wondering about establishing a native
garden, this is a great opportunity to buy your plants. Most are
starter plants from $3. This sale offers hundreds of local
plants grown by local enthusiasts who will be on hand to offer
lots of advice. The sale runs from 9am to 2pm but it is
recommended to arrive early.
Octagonal Hall 52 McGlew Rd, Glen Forrest.
Friday 28th May: “The Old Herbarium's Native Plant
Garden”. Alex George will take us on a journey into the past.
Designed to showcase some of WA's most spectacular plants,
the Agriculture Department (which owned the site) had to be
convinced an herbarium garden was a good idea. Alex will
illustrate a magnificent creation – and a rather sad ending.
7pm Octagonal Hall 52 McGlew Rd, Glen Forrest.

CONTACT DETAILS
Web: www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/easternhills-branch/
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/easternhillswildflowersoc/
Email: eastern.hills.branch@wildflowersocietywa.org.au

aaaaaaaaaaaaa

Report any suspicious
behaviour to your local
Rural Watch representative
pjfollyfarm@gmail.com
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Your local Chiropractic and
Natural Therapy centre
5375 Stoneville Road Stoneville
Visit our website for further information
and online bookings

www.justaddhealth.com.au
or phone 9295 6663
Card and Hicap facilities available

Remedial Massage
and Swedish
Massage
available on
weekends

You can now read the Gidgegram on line
just log into:

Hills Sparkling
Pool Care

E: hspc@westnet.com.au
W: www.hillssparklingpoolcare.com.au

18 May 2021

Susannah Brook Catchment Group
Planting Days 2021
We need your help! This winter SBCG has 2,000 seedlings
to plant in Susannah Brook Reserve, Gidgegannup to
complete our wildlife corridor restoration project.
Think Global, Act Local! Join us on one of our planting
days. This is your chance to take part in the care of your
environment!

SBCG and volunteers will complete nal section of the wildlife
corridor and plant the seedlings during the winter.

Planting days are:
· Saturday July 10th @ 9:30 am
· Thursday July 15th @ 9:30 am
· Sunday July 18th @ 9:30 am
Morning tea will be provided. Bring your own water
bottle..The site is located off Strawberry Hill Drive in
Gidgegannup – see map below.
Dress for the weather conditions on the day. Wear boots.
Follow the dotted line from Toodyay Road to 90-36
Strawberry Hill Drive.

Park along Strawberry
Hill Drive and walk into
the reserve to planting site

In 2019 and 2021, SBCG was successful in obtaining grants
from the Western Australian Government's State Natural
Resource Management Program to remove non-endemic
trees in Susannah Brook Reserve and replant the area with
local provenance species.
This restoration work will improve the function of the wildlife
corridor in Susannah Brook Reserve by enabling the
movement of native fauna and providing suitable habitat for
a variety of species.
We have seen an increase in birdlife in the area from
previous year's planting along with some Quenda
diggings, so it is very encouraging.
To register for a planting day or for further
information, please contact Susannah Brook
Group at susannahbrookcatchmentgroup@gmail.com
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Gidgegannup
Community Church
SERVICES
Anglican and Uniting Church Services Sunday 9.30am
Anglican – Ministers from The Church of Ascension in Midland.
Uniting Church – Rev Harold Sampson

All people are welcome to our services.

20 May 2021

IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NUMBERS
POLICE EMERGENCIES......................................................................000
MUNDARING POLICE (weekdays)................................................131 444
MIDLAND POLICE (anytime)....................................................9250 0333
POLICE Attendance...........................................................................131 444
CRIME STOPPERS..................................................................1800 333 000
RURAL WATCH - Peter Jensen..............................................0402 910 707
CITY OF SWAN............................................................................9267 9267
Vera Waldby - Place Manager.................................................0417 097 178
Paul Goodley - Community Development Coordinator.........0427 163 317
Total Movement and Harvest Bans............................................9267 9326
FIRE EMERGENCIES............................................................................000
FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS- Gidge East
Sean Corbin (Capt) ....................................................................0427 999 856
Vince Pullella..............................................................................0413 492 484
Alisdair McCrudden...................................................................0407 194 261
Shane Attwood FCO...................................................................0419 961 749
Laurie Garcia................................................................................0408 957 747
Suzanne Taylor FCO..................................................................0419 195 934
FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS - Gidge West
General Info (recorded message)...................................................9574 6536
Neal Pennison (Capt)...........................................………….. 0417 949 916
Mark Smith ...............................................................................0411 718 348
Joe Nistico ................................................……………………. 0439 869 227
MORANGUP ST JOHN AMBULANCE
Administration: Amy Wittber...................................................0418 741 971
Email:morangup@stjohnambulance.com.au
3 Wallaby Way Morangup: Open Tuesdays 8.30am - 4.30pm.
GIDGEGANNUP MEDICAL CENTRE
2071 Toodyay Rd Gidgegannup Open 8.30am –6pm ..................6147 6030
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
President, Gordon Caine............................................................0403 056 019
Snr Vice President Phillip Corbin..........................................9574 6071
Secretary Julie Aizlewood........................................................0409 746 991
A/H Secretary .............................Email secretary@gidgegagsociety.com.au
Gloria Metcalf Treasurer treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au.......9574 6062
Gidgegram Advertising Gloria Metcalf........................................9574 6062
BOOKINGS HALL/SHOWGROUNDS City of Swan..........9267 9321

FRIENDS OF GIDGE RESERVE
Bill Karroll.......................................................................................9574 6191
GIDGEGANNUP RECREATION CENTRE
President Paul Carroll.............................................................................
Secretary Carey Stewart.............................................................0409 108 046
Vice President Michael Blackie.................................................................
Bookings ...........................................email info@gidgerecclub.com.au
GIDGEGANNUP JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
President: Nathan van Beek ...................................................... 0418 748 232
e president@gidgegannupjfc.org.au
w http://gidgegannupjfc.sportingpulse.net
FOOTBALL CLUB
President Peter Whife...............................................................0428 747 128
Alan Lockwood..........................................................................0456 363 347
GIDGEGANNUP NETBALL CLUB
Registrar Lisa Atwill ...................................................................0429 015 667
President Hayley Atwill.............................................................0437 688 037
Secretary Amy Tomerini...........................................................0438 561 914
GIDGEGANNUP BASKETBALL CLUB
Registration and general queries:...................... gidgebasketball@gmail.com
PERTH HILLS PAINTBALL ASSOCIATION
Paul Carroll President.......................................................................9574 6601
SQUARE DANCING
Gordon & Esme Caine........................................................... ......0403 056 019
GIDGEGANNUP PLAY GROUP...............gidgegplaygroup@gmail.com
Enrolment Officer Kate Kolk .....................................................0423 387 779
GIDGEGANNUP SCOUT GROUP
Donna Feehan Scout Leader...........................................................9573 6707
Stephen Inouye Cub Scout Leader..................................................9578 3242
VETERINARY SURGEON
Dr John Tyrrell B.Sc. (Hons) B.V.M.S. ...........................................9574 6262
WILDFLOWER SOCIETY
Vice-President - Fran Kininmonth.................................................9478 3384
GIDGEGANNUP PONY CLUB
President Jan Lawrie........0402 760 860 gidgepcpresident@outlook.com
Secretary Cathy Garz..........0487 187 017 ....gidgepcsecretary@outlook.com

BULLSBROOK POULTRY CLUB
Peta Coombs bullsbrookpoultryclub@outlook.com............0407 551 396

GIDGEGANNUP EQUESTRIAN ASSN
President, Tracey Dow...................…...……………....................0412 778 343
Secretary, Sonia Laidley...............……………....................……0413 242 981

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Sally Block Chairperson.............................................................0418 928 549

GIDGEGANNUP DRESSAGE CLUB
President - Marjorie Stanger..........................9295 1403 or 0407 089 056
Secretary - Vera Sulc ..................................................................0407 201 907

EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP
Jennifer Kent...............................................................................0412 953 512
Penny Morgan Secretary............................................................0427 747 210

MORANGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
President: Danielle Wrench
Hall Hire - Leoni Carnaby... lcarnaby@ymail.com....0472 975 593
www.morangupmpa.com.au

GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY WEBSITE:.
www.gidgegannup.info - Email: admin@gidgegannup.info
President Peter Jensen..............................................................0402 910 707

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Captain- Jeff Venn ...............................................captainmvbfb@gmail.com
Secretary- Sharon Gamble .................................secretarymvbfb@gmail.com
MVBFB meet every 3rd Saturday of the month at 5.30pm

WARD COUNCILLORS
Cr. Charlie Zannino.......0412 788 817... charlie.zannino@swan.wa.gov.au
Cr Rod Henderson..........0413 496 688.....rod.henderson@swan.wa.gov.au
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
No. 2994 Maxwell O'Dea................................................................9574 7140
3875 Ian Symington.................................................................9574 7295
8891 Glenda Winney...........................................................0419 196 320
6502 Debbie Gilchrist.........................................................0417 184 192
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Len & Jean Baxter...........................................................................9574 7028
Toni Carson......................................................................................9574 6014
CWA GIDGEGANNUP
President - Belinda.....................................................................0411 533 129
Secretary - Terrianne..................................................................0435 394 157
Treasurer - Trish..........................................................................0421 115 135

REGAL HILL WATER SUPPLY ASS INC
President Theo Lawrence....................................................9572 9393
Kylie Burton Treasurer......................................................................9572 9716
WAJMCC CHIDLOW MOTOCROSS
President Steve Payne ...................................................................0419 906 447
Secretary Mandy Chittick www.wajmcc.com.au .................................0438 935 683
AHMAG Avon & Hills Mining Awareness Group
Secretary Sandra Harms...............................................................0429 086 253
Treasurer Ieva Tomsons.....................................................................9574 7166

To update details email: ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

