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Local support in Gidgegannup

Bushfire support at Gidgegannup
Recreation Club
The community volunteers are no longer open to the public at
the Gidgegannup Recreation Club however they continue to
provide support in two areas:
· Pod kits – families who are receiving a Minderoo Pod are
eligible to receive a pod kit designed to provide everything
they need to be able to use their pod straight away. These kits
include bed and bathroom linen, kitchenware and cleaning
equipment.
· Fencing materials and loan fencing tools – available to fire
affected residents in conjunction with Rotary. Volunteers are
continuing to manage the distribution of these materials as
well as the loaning of tools such as fuel driven post drivers,
strainers and other fencing tools.
To access any of these services please contact Sharon directly
on 0466430979 or sharon@sharonpegrum.com.au
The Gidgegannup Recreation Club also continue to host a
variety of events, classes, sports and workshops both for fire
affected individuals and the community as a whole, follow
their facebook page for more information.

Next Gidge Show
Saturday 30th October 2021
Grow with Gidgegannup!
Support local businesses and
community groups
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Help for families from Vinnies
Vinnies and City of Swan are working with local families who
have been left with nothing or had significant property
damage.
Help includes vouchers for school, petrol, clothes and other
support you need in the mid to long-term, and the Vinnie's
Bush Fire Assistance Fund.
To get in touch, please contact Vinnies by email at
Bushfires@svdpwa.org.au.

Lord Mayor's Distress Relief
Fund update

Roadworks continue to progress in Gidgegannup, including
repairs to drainage, broken asphalt and gravel road shoulders.
This month we bring you updates on the Lord Mayor's
Distress Relief fund - more funding will soon be made
available to those with totally destroyed properties. See page 3
for more.
The clean-up program is also well underway, with demolition
works in progress to make way for rebuilding.

Although every effort to remain totally impartial, the Editor and the individual members of the Gidgegannup Agricultural Society
(The Publisher) cannot be made responsible for comments and opinions voiced in letters received.

2 June 2021

Gidgegram July 2021: Deadline Thursday 24th June 2021 - Distribution 30th June 2021
Advertisements or articles please Download the Advertising Schedule from the website gidgegannup.info
(Groups > Gidgegannup Agricultural Society > Gidgegram) or phone Sandra Harms on 0429 086 253

CLASSIFIEDS
You can now read the Gidgegram on line
just log into:

FOR SALE
Straw Bales 1.2m x 1.2m x 2.4m
High density, great for garden mulch
and animal bedding.
$70 you pick up, Delivery extra.
Phone or text Tim on

0417 991 302
Gidgegannup Garden & Property
Maintenance
RURAL & DOMESTIC

Grow with Gidgegannup!
Support local businesses and
community groups

Organic
Olive Oil
Sales

General Garden Clean-ups
Weeding and Whipper-snippering
Reticulation Repair / Chainsawing
Pruning & Hedge Trimming
Propagation of Native Plants
Gutter and Water Tank Cleaning

Ross Rudeforth

Assoc. Dip. Ag.
Mobile: 0419 190 984
Phone/Fax: 9574 6263
Email: gidgeflora@westnet.com.au

Stop breathing dirty air

Functions / weddings / picnic hampers

NEW MENU
Modern Australian A-la-Carte
Gold Plate Chef
Bookings

9574 6424 BYO
Lot 122 Mayo Road
(near Noble Falls)
Gidgegannup

Opening Hours
Sat 9am - 9pm
Sun 9am - 4pm

Have your split
air conditioner
comprehensively decontaminated
and cleaned regularly
See web site
www.splitsystemclean.com.au

0439 967 939
SplitSystem
Clean
Clean the air you breathe
Email jmills@splitsystemclean.com.au

www.cherithgrove.com.au
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Lord Mayor's
Distress Relief Fund
Update
More funding now
available, $4.7 million
disbursed to date
On May 12, the Lord Mayor's Distress
Relief Fund announced that owners and
occupiers whose homes were totally
destroyed in the recent Wooroloo and
Hills Bushfire will receive further
payments.
Payments between $20,000 and $80,000
will be sent to those whose place of
residence were totally destroyed in the
catastrophic fire.

Where to get more information
Bushfire Community Recovery Centre - Open Wednesday to Friday 9am - 5pm and
Saturday from 9am - 12pm. Unit 4, 2125 Toodyay Road (next to the Gidgegannup
Bakery and Cafe)
General query about the bushfire recovery process - Phone 0438 242 356 during
business hours, or email: bushfirerecoverygroup@swan.wa.gov.au
Replacing personal documentation - If you lost your birth, marriage or change of
name certificate in the bushfire, the team at the Bushfire Community Recovery
Centre can help you organise a replacement. Please see the team in person and bring
any ID you have.
Help with forms or accessing the internet - You can also visit your local library for
assistance on filling out application forms, any information regarding support or
assistance, or for access to the internet via our public access computers.
More information and key contacts -Please visit the City's Emergency Dashboard
for important links and resources. If you have a query about the bushfire recovery
please contact either bushfirerecoverygroup@swan.wa.gov.au or call the City's
recovery team on 0438 242 356 during business hours.

Further announcements for people that
suffered some structural damage and loss
of contents will be provided in the
coming weeks.
Individuals choosing to rebuild will also
able to access up to $2,000 to assist with
additional costs associated with Bushfire
Attack Level (BAL) approvals.
A total of $4.7m has been paid from the
Lord Mayor's Distress Relief Fund to
fire-affected residents and property
owners.
200 applicants across City of Swan and
Shire of Mundaring have accessed the
fund which closed in March and sits at
$16.4 million.
City of Swan Mayor Kevin Bailey said
the funds are making a significant and
immediate difference to those people and
families who are putting the pieces back
together after the devastating fire in
February.
"We have an incredibly resilient
community, and this funding is helping
to fuel the recovery efforts and
rebuilding," he said.
WA_RECOVERY@redcross.org.au

"While a lot of work has been done and a
lot of money has been raised, there is a
long road still ahead and we will be there
every step of the way."
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Gidge Gossips
We are now in the last week or preparation for the Field Day
and keeping everything crossed that it will go ahead.
Forecast does not look too bad and we have sold out on ground
space. Now we just hope for a great day for everyone and look
forward to seeing you.
Thanks to all our supporters and the exhibitors and the many
Associations and Groups who join together to make this Field
Day the success it is. This Field Day supports so many
groups and associations and clubs who possibly might not be
able to finance a day such as this with all the expenses
incurred.
It also supports growers and producers in the area so that they
have a chance to market their wares and raise funds for their
organisations. Thanks also to those who attend because there
would be no point without you.
The paddocks are gradually turning green and the end of
hand feeding is in sight, we hope.
Properties are beginning to recover from the Bush Fire.
Some that is - the clearing of debris from those most badly
affected is not progressing as fast as many would wish and
with winter fast approaching this needs to be addressed.
With a housing boom to keep people in work during the
pandemic and Cyclone Seroja trades people are hard to find
and the supply line for building materials is slowing down
considerably. The City and community committees
associated with this work are working tirelessly to move
things along but it is hard work.

future and the role that all levels of Government can play in
this as well as those who live in the Hills.
All of these areas have to be better and the only way we can all
work together to achieve this is by the implementation of the
findings of an Independent, formal and transparent Review.
We, as a community, require the support of all our elected
representatives to achieve this result and we need to make this
clear to them.
There are lots of events coming up and check out the notices
of this in our Gidgegram and the Community facebook page.
Also have your say on all the issues that are posted. These are
your opportunities to express your views.
The good news is that we should be enjoying a great harvest
this year. Much seeding has already taken place in the
Wheatbelt.
The landscape in the fire affected areas in Gidgegannup is
gradually greening although it will take some time for the
worst affected areas to recover. Let's hope for a great second
half of the year for Gidgegannup and an incredible 2022.
News is that both Dowerin Field Day and the Gidge Show are
going ahead so we can look forward to both of those.

( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (

Water tank for community use

What is clear is that the majority of the Community are
extremely supportive of an Independent and formal review of
the Wooroloo Bush Fire.
We still have not been told how it started although we are told
that the enquiry into this is ongoing. At the meeting on 20th
May, 2021.
On the Bushfire it was very clear that may in the community
are asking questions on how response to the fire was
conducted and the aftermath of the fire and recovery process.
Also comments on how the fire risk can be mitigated in the

Celebrating 100 Years

A water tank has been placed behind the centre located at
Unit 4, 2125 Toodyay Road, and residents can collect the antivandalism key from the office and fill up during opening
hours (Wednesday to Friday 9am - 5pm and Saturday from
9am - 12pm).
There is no limitation on quantity for fire-affected residents.
Shire of Mundaring residents are also welcome to use it.
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From Gidge Gossips

And the latest silly joke:
Old Podgy - Prize Rooster Thomas was a chicken farmer; his
farm was dedicated to the fertilized egg business.
In his farmyard, Thomas had 450 young hens to lay the eggs.
Incidentally, at this stage the female hens are called 'pullets'.
Now to fertilise the eggs, which the pullets laid, Thomas had
12 male birds called roosters.
The farmer kept careful records, and any rooster that didn't
perform went straight into the cooking pot and a replacement
introduced.
Thomas found this task time consuming, so he bought a
dozen tiny bells and attached one to each of his roosters.
Cunningly, each bell had a different ring tone so Thomas
could tell from from the comfort of his porch, which rooster
was performing. So now Thomas could sit on his rocking
chair and tick the boxes on his efficiency report simply by
listening to the bells.
The farmer's favourite rooster was Old Podgy, a very fine
specimen he was, too. But on this particular morning Thomas
noticed Old Podgy's bell hadn't rung at all! Thomas went to
investigate.
The other roosters were chasing pullets, their bells-a-ringing.
The pullets, hearing the roosters coming, would run for cover.
But to Farmer Thomas's amazement, Old Podgy had his bell

in his beak, so it couldn't ring. He'd sneak up on a pullet, do
his job and walk on to the next one. Thomas was so proud of
Old Podgy, he entered him in the Worcester County Fair and
he became an overnight sensation among the judges. The
result... The judges not only awarded Old Podgy the No Bell
Piece Prize, but also they awarded him the Pulletsurprise!

6 June 2021

gpa@gidgegannup.info – www.gidgegannup.info
Next Meetings: 21st June, 19th July (AGM), 16th August 2021 at 7.30pm
Peter Kerr and Carlos from Western Power attended the
meeting to answer queries and discuss issues.
First of all Western Power gave a recap of significant
improvements to network after the fire. 700 assets had to be
replaced including 560 poles. A map of the new system was
tabled.
The Network had been improved to provide more resilience.
Spreaders have been installed. There has been the ability to
upgrade from single phase to three phase. One Standalone
Power System has been installed.
Query re. not being able to close the loop on O'Brien Road as
49 poles and 3km of wire removed. Stated that the loop does
not have to be closed everywhere. There will be the ability to
backfeed into the power network. There is more surety of
supply to the telco towers. Discussion re. the possibility of
stand alone systems as back up to towers. Query re. refuelling
– maybe use volunteers.
Western Power have been in
discussion with Telstra regarding this.
Action: GPA to follow up information on refuelling of Reen
Road tower
The overall reliability of the network in the whole area has
been improved.
The future may be satellite systems not mobile. Some people
have already been issued with satellite systems to replace land
lines.
Query re. cleaning of conductors. Equipment to clean
hasbeen retired as it did not meet safety standards. There
will be no more upgrades at the moment as tens of millions

have been spent on the rebuilding following the bushfire.
Query from Tilden Park as to underground power but this is
not financially feasible in our terrain.
Request for people to report pole numbers of any that seem to
need repair.
Please make complaints to Western Power as there is a
tracking system so complaints can be followed up.
Topics raised:Stand alone systems – need for servicing by
staff from Queensland
These systems are made in WA and can be serviced locally.
Vegetation that can't be cleared because too near power
poles – added complication as too near Telstra land lines for
bulldozer work. Western Power will lower the height of trees.
Will not poison trees. They have obligations that don't
permit this. Targeted cuts of trees annually. Western Power
are happy to look at trees posing a particular problem. There
can be a 1and a half clearance on fenceline on the verge side.
All contractors are followed up for quality assurance.
Responsibility for checking poles on your property is
normally from the meter. Up to the meter is Western powers.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS:
Still problems with Telstra removing telecom debris. Still not
removed after reporting to Telstra –
Delays on provision of satellite phones.
Comments re. poor service from NBN towers
The ADSL rim was burnt out on Toodyay Road – Tilden Park
residents had to have land lines reconnected. Some had land
lines cut off particularly those who weren't Telstra customers
and their ISPs no longer supplied ADSL. They could not
reconnect with Telstra as Telstra not permitted to take on new
customers for ADSL. Reliability of land line is a disaster
We are now three months after the fire. Mobile reception has
never been good in the Hills, a mixture of topography, nonexistent back up and the sheer size of the area to cover
effectively. We have only just got an extended life battery for
the Reen Road tower and that is because it was black spot
funded. It is time for us to have a meeting with Ken Wyatt to
discuss this. Efficient Telecommunications are vital in all
areas but particularly in the areas that are “disaster prone”.
Federal Government needs to put this extremely high on its

Toodyay
Timber
Flooring

Owner/Operator
• Installation
• Sanding
• Polishing
• Coating

& 0447 986 289
Free Quotes - Quality Workmanship
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list to deal with. We also need to talk to infrastructure WA
to ensure that not only roads are on their wish list but
telecommunications. They are in the process of getting a
report finalised this year to be presented to Federal
Government believed in 2022.
Suggest
1. We seek a meeting with Ken
2. We talk to infrastructure WA
RATEABLE VALUES
OMC of 12th May, 2021 Item 6.4 PROPOSED 2021/22
DIFFERENTIAL RATES AND SPECIFIED AREA
RATES
Submissions from any elector or ratepayer with respect to
the proposed rates should be forwarded to the City of
Swan by 4.00pm on Tuesday 8 June 2021. Submissions
should be addressed to: City of Swan Kym Leahy PO Box
196 Midland WA 6936 And clearly marked "Submissions
regarding 2021/22 Differential Rates”
Councillors reported that there had not been sufficient time
to make changes to rating system as other Councillors were
not supportive as they did not fully understand the
argument for rural rating and for Farmland concession for
rural areas that do not have the services that urban/suburban
areas have and are unlikely to get them. Councillors did not
appear to realise the expenses connected with a rural
property and the contribution the rural areas make to the
City of Swan. This all needs to be discussed and possibly
Councillors need to visit the rural areas to obtain a better
knowledge of the constraints in those areas.
Properties are rated for land use not zoning.
Many
properties at present rated UV are lifestyle properties and a
distinction needs to be made between them and properties
used for agricultural purposes.
Crs. Will seek a meeting with the new Minister for Local
Government, John Carey.
The Councillors have resolved that there will be no further
increase in rate revenue but as UV properties are revalued
each year there may be an increase/decrease in rates
according to the valuation.
A farmland rate concession for rural areas was not
supported.

Locall
owned y
and
& Automation operated

Discussion re. the constraints the Swan Valley Planning Act
has put on Swan Valley farmers in the area governed by that
Act and the Swan Valley Farmland concession goes some way
towards compensating for this.
Action: GPA to make a submission re. 2021/22 Differential
Rates outlining our concerns as discussed at this meeting
It was also voiced that we should be extremely careful of
supporting any proposed Planning Act for the Perth Hills.
The Bill proposed some years ago which we opposed has
now lapsed. There have been suggestions from some
groups in the Hill that a Planning Act for the Perth Hills
should be revisited. This could be disastrous for Hills
residents.
EMRC LICENCE AND WORKS APPROVAL
DECISION FOR PUBLIC APPEAL;
EMRC have now sorted out the issues with regard to
installation of air monitoring around the Class IV Cell, it
should be installed next Tuesday, 18th May.
Query as to reporting of Air Monitoring.
Consideration of Submissions - Amendment No.103 to
Local Planning Scheme No.17 - To rezone three (3)
properties in Gidgegannup from 'General Rural' to a new
'Special Rural Zone' to facilitate smaller rural living
opportunities - Lot 47 (No.1820) & Lot 48 Toodyay Road
and Lot 5 (No.8890) Stoneville Road, Gidgegannup LPS17-103
T h i s c a m e b e f o r e c o u n c i l o n 1 2 t h M a y, 2 0 2 1 .
Recommendation was:
RECOMMENDATION That the Council resolve to:
1) Note the submissions received and agree with the
objections received.
2) Not support Amendment No.103 to Local Planning
Scheme No.17 for the following reasons:
a. The rezoning areas cannot secure a secondary access route
so cannot satisfy the minimum acceptable solutions for
vehicle access outlined in the bushfire regulations (State
Planning Policy 3.7 - Planning in Bushfire Prone Areas and
supporting guidelines). Therefore the risk of bushfire cannot
be adequately managed.
b. The rezoning areas are not identified for this type of
subdivision in the 2018 WAPC North East Sub Regional
Planning Framework or in the maps of the 2019 Council

Hills Custom Gates

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

ABN: 8745 2663979

Installations • Free Quotes • Prompt Service • Affordable Prices

0408 095 139

Phone Dave on
Email: dwchm1@hotmail.com

Wayne & Kerry Best
T: 9574 6153 - E: bestys151@bigpond.com
151 Reen Rd Gidgegannup WA 6083
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adopted Local Planning Strategy. These strategies actively
discourage this type of rezoning and the City is unsatisfied
that an exception should be made for Amendment No.103,
given its access restrictions and the high risk of bushfire.
c. The fragmented nature of the rezoning (being spilt over
two (2) cells) is considered an ad-hoc approach to orderly
planning and will set an undesirable precedence for other
proposals in the Perth Hills.
3) Forward the modified amendment documentation and
schedule of submissions to the Western Australian Planning
Commission advising that the Council does not wish to
proceed with the amendment and request that the Hon.
Minister for Planning refuse to approve the amendment.
4) Advise the applicant, landowner and those who lodged a
submission of the Council's decision accordingly.
This was carried unanimously.
DISASTER RECOVERY;The GPA have written to the
Minister seeking to clarify whether there will be an enquiry.
We have received a commitment from Jessica Shaw that she
will be putting a submission in raising queries she has
received from the community.
There is a meeting to be held on Thursday 20th May, 2021 at
the Recreation Centre at 6.00pm.
Seeking community
feedback. Members encouraged to attend and voice concerns
and necessity for an independent review and implementation
of findings.
Moved: GPA's official stance is to strongly support an
independent and formal review
CYCLING SAFELY ON RURAL ROADS
Cr. Zannino has raised with City:
From the City of Swan perspective, can you advise what
actions the City is taking on this matter or plans to take in the
future?
I would also like to suggest that perhaps the City's marketing
team could develop a simple social media campaign on
cycling safety on rural roads.
This could be regularly promoted on the City's website as well
as the Swan Valley website…as this is an important issue for
both Gidge and the Swan Valley.
City's response:
The City's Roadwise Advisory Committee helps to set the
strategic direction of road safety messaging of the City.
I have arranged for this proposal to be added to their next
agenda for consideration. Once they have their meeting I will
be able to provide further comment.
TOODYAY ROAD – ASPEN ROAD TO DRYANDRA
ROAD
Federal Government has now committed funds to upgrade
the Toodyay Road from Dryandra Road up to the Toodyay
townsite.
Funds have also been committed to the widening of Bailup
Road.

CR KIELY - INVOKING THE SUNSET CLAUSE
ON ANY FURTHER CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ON
MIDLAND OVAL FOR THE 2021-22 FINANCIAL
YEAR Ward:
Councillor Kiely submitted the following Notice of
Motion: That the Council resolve to:
1) Not proceed with borrowing the $6,595,000 or
transferring the $100,000 from reserve for public works
on Midland Oval in the 2021/22 Budget (both part of the
anticipated $50 million required over the following ten
years for capital expenditure).
2) Direct the CEO to report back to Council at the June
Council meeting on the desirability and capacity of the
City of Swan to invoke the 'sunset' clause as provided in
the Business Plan on the basis that the venture has been
unable to “raise the funds required through market rate
sales” required to justify any further expenditure for
construction of Public Works.
3) Direct the CEO at a future meeting of Council to
present “an alternative strategy to resolve the funding
shortfall through other means such as borrowings, public
private partnerships, joint ventures or grants”, as
provided for in the approved Business Plan.
4) Before providing an 'alternative strategy' for funding
of the Midland Oval Commercial venture back to
Council, undertake public consultation on the draft
'alternative strategy' and provide a summary of this
feedback to Council.
Reasons for the motion as provided by Cr Kiely:
1. In accordance with the approved Midland Oval
Redevelopment Precinct Business Plan the City is
prevented from further Capital expenditure upon this
commercial venture, as our own Business Case states: “In
the event that council resolves to proceed with the
construction of public works, it will need to have
achieved appropriate funding through prior sales
revenue in the first instance.”
2. As no further significant sales have occurred and any
further Public Works will have to be paid for via
borrowings, the City would have to first determine a
“sunset date” in accordance with the approved Business
Plan.
3. The Midland Oval redevelopment is a commercial
venture undertaken by the Council, on behalf of the
Ratepayers. If this commercial venture is not
commercially viable then we as a Council may not be
compliant with the approved Business Plan and will be
seen as not spending Ratepayers money appropriately or
in their best interest. Ordinary Meeting of Council 12
May 2021
4. Further Ratepayer input is required for such
expenditure to ensure ongoing support of this project.
Comment made that the Midland Oval redevelopment
would not be stopped but need for caution noted.
This was carried unanimously by Councillors.

Next Gidge Show Saturday 30th October 2021
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Avon and Hills Mining Awareness Group

Valuable minerals found in Wundowie
With 1200 Facebook followers who thank
us for keeping them informed, it's
disappointing that no-one has the time to
assist AHMAG at local events where we
have previously spread the word about
open-cut mining in our district.
We are by no means throwing in the towel
or disbanding the group which will
continue to hold on-line meetings and
publish articles in Gidgegram and The
Toodyay Herald.
Exploration companies and ramped-up
extractive industries' applications will still
be closely monitored and reported.
We may be in 'idle' mode for the time being
but can crank up again at any time.
While Chalice Mining steams ahead with
its exploration for nickel, copper, gold and
platinum group elements in the Julimar
region west of Toodyay, new joint
venturers Lithium Australia and yet-to-be
ASX-listed Charger Metals have their
sights set on a site just north of Wundowie
(Coates project).
Lithium Australia announced late last
month that: “The Coates project is located
some 28km from the Gonneville
(Chalice's) discovery and Lithium
Australia believes the two projects exhibit
geological similarities.
“Geochemical results from an adjoining
tenement reportedly returned encouraging
nickel, copper, gold and platinum group
element anomalies,” the company said.
It's anyone's guess whether Charger's
pending acquisition of Lithium Australia's
assets at Wundowie and other regions in
WA and the NT will result in a stampede
for Charger Metals shares but one thing is
certain, the Chalice discovery and

The Coates project in Wundowie in relation to Chalice's Julimar Project north of Toodyay.
Photo: Lithium Australia.
subsequent 4000 per cent rise in its shares tree-changers who value the environment
has whet the whistle of companies hoping and it will be interesting to see if a group
to cash in on these valuable minerals.
similar to AHMAG will form to keep the
There is a buy-in arrangement between community in the loop about proposed
Venture Minerals Ltd and Chalice which mining activities.
is conducting electro-magnetic surveying
Meanwhile keep in touch at
for nickel, copper and platinum group
facebook.avon/hills
or write to PO Box 111
elements on Venture's project between
Gidgegannup
WA
6083. Membership is
Bridgetown and Manjimup 240km south
cheaper
than
chips
at
$10 a year; you can
of Perth.
find
the
form
on
our web site.
Like Toodyay, this is an area favoured by

20 years living at Gidgegannup
22 years Real Estate Experience
One of Elders top 3 agents 10 years
Elders 180 years of honesty, trust, service and reliability
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Wooroloo Landcare
Seeking properties in Wooroloo Brook Catchment for
inclusion in a post fire recovery restoration project
The EMRC is working with the City of Swan, Shire of
Mundaring and Department of Biodiversity Conservation
and Attractions to prepare a State NRM grant application to
fund a project providing native seedlings, pre-planting
preparation, artificial habitat installation, fencing and
educational opportunities for property owners affected by the
fire in the Wooroloo Brook catchment. The project aims to
work with local governments, private landholders and
community groups to deliver this project, scheduled to
commence January/February 2022 for a period of three years.
We are looking for:
Private properties in the fire affected area of Wooroloo Brook
Catchment.
Volunteers and landcare groups to support restoration and
educational activities.
If you are interested in being part of this project (subject to
funding) we would love to hear from you.
Please provide your name, property address and contact
details or if you would like to assist with planting or other
roles please email danae.warden@emrc.org.au with the
subject line “Wooroloo Brook Catchment project”.
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Upgrade your First Aid Kit at
St John WA Morangup

When was the last time you checked the contents in your First
Aid Kit? Do you even have a kit?
Did you know that the St John WA Morangup Sub Centre
sells First Aid Kits, and by purchasing through us you
directly support your local ambulance service.
We always keep stock of the most popular First Aid Kits
available, and always offer 20% off the standard
recommended retail price to all residents of postal code 6083.
In addition, each kit purchase receives a free snake bite
bandage.
Kits make great birthday gifts and Christmas presents, and
we recommended keeping one in your home, vehicle and your
shed for easy access.
We offer EFT facilities, can take payment over the phone, and
can arrange for delivery in Morangup and Gidgegannup.
Currently available and in stock:
· Large Leisure Kits $120.00 (Normally $150.00)
· Outdoor First Aid Kit $110.00 (Normally $140.00)
· Off Road Motoring Kit $88.00 (Normally $110.00)
· Medium Leisure Kit $72.00 (Normally $90.00)
· Small Leisure Kit $40.00 (Normally $50.00)
· Tiny Tots Kit $28.00 (Normally $35.00)
· Pet First Aid Kit $28.00 (Normally $35.00)
· Outdoor & Snake Bite Kit $24.00 (Normally $30.00)
Our Administration Officer Amy is happy to recommend a
kit to suit your needs. Pop by our Sub Centre on
Tuesdays/Thursdays (25 Wallaby Way Morangup – behind
the SES & Fire Brigade), contact us on 0418 741 971 or email
Morangup.subcentre@stjohnwa.com to place an order today.
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City of Swan Coming Events
Cultural Art
Workshop
Series

Community
Recovery Update
and Dinner

Tuesday,
8 June 2021
3:30 PM

Thursday, 10 June 2021
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

Join Bibbulmun Aboriginal Artist and Cultural Educator Lea Taylor
in a series of fun and creative art workshops.
This is a program for 9-11yr olds, and is a hands-on workshop series.
Week 1 - Tuesday 8 June (3.30-5pm) - Basket weaving workshop.
Week 2 - Tuesday 15 June (3.30-5pm) - 'We Don't All Do Dots'
Aboriginal Painting Workshop.
Week 3 - Tuesday 22 June (3.30-5pm) - Totems and stencilling shirts
For all enquiries contact MIDLAND LIBRARY on 08 9267 9020.

Thinking Green:
DIY Personal
Products
Wednesday,
9 June 2021
5:30 PM to 6:30 PM
Want to make your own natural, simple and cheap deodorant
and toothpaste to take home?
Please note that this is a program for adults and young people
aged 14+.for use.
Please book in as spaces are limited. For all inquiries contact
Midland Public Library on (08) 9267 9020.

This event is specifically for bushfire affected residents. We
invite attendees to connect with their community, share stories,
and hear important recovery updates.
Bendigo Bank Mundaring in conjunction with Parky Care will
be providing a meal and refreshments.
Gidgegannup Recreation Club, 1990 Toodyay Road,
Gidgegannup 6083.

Roadwise
Driver Education
Session
Saturday, 26 June 2021
9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Whether you are new to driving, or looking to refresh your
skills, City of Swan residents are invited to come along
The course will cover the following:behaviour and its
influence on safe driving
- how to be prepared for hazards- Managing distractions
- statistics about road crashes and primary causes - common
'problem' road rules - conducting pre-start checks
Midland Town Hall
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CWA
GIDGEGANNUP
BRANCH
Ladies are you free on Wednesdays?
Country Women's Association meets every
Wednesday at the CWA Hall, Gidge
Showgrounds from 10am.
You don't have to be a 'Country' woman,
and you certainly don't have to be able to
cook or knit.
Just come along and have a good time
with a great bunch of other local ladies.
Transport can be arranged.
Homemade crafts for sale every
Wednesday from 10am till 2pm.
For more details, please phone.
President: Terrianne 0435 394 157

...............

Creates the right image for
your business
For modern, professional
promotional material
designed to suit your budget
and targeted to establish your
reputation and integrity
in the market place.

Specialising in
Website design
Signs & Packaging
Corporate trademarks
Advertisements

Call Sandra for an appointment on & 9572 9061 or 0429 086 253
ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au - www.redbrookart.com.au

Gidgegannup
Square Dance Club
We have the year worked out with some great
dances organised through the year.
When you see them advertised come along and
join in the fun for the night.
We will be dancing every second and fourth
Saturday of every month at the Showgrounds Hall
in Gidgegannup.
Everyone is welcome to join in.....
Give it a Go What have you got to Lose!!!
For more info please contact us on 95746054 or
95746071
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Public artworks fly from Gidge studio
For the past 50 years, Gidgegannup sculptors Joan
Walsh-Smith and Charlie Smith have travelled the
world creating large-scale public art projects many
of which are now part of Perth's urban landscape.
They grew up in Ireland's oldest city Waterford,
both were Catholic but their families were poles
apart.
When they were 17 they met at Waterford School
of Art and Design where Joan was training to be an
art teacher and Charlie was completing art courses
to qualify as an architect.
“The boys from architects' offices would come
three days a week to study and it took me a while
to adjust to their disruptive behaviour after a strict
boarding school education with nuns,” said Joan.
A mutual interest in visiting Waterford's
numerous ruined Norman abbeys and castles
drew them together on weekends when they
would sketch the great stone carvings of Ireland's
historic past.
“This was the start of our life-long collaboration,”
said Charlie.
At 18, they decided to escape the “narrowness” of
small-town Waterford and moved to a bedsit in
London.
“We couldn't see the point of hanging around and
arguing” (with Joan's parents who thought they
were far too young to marry). “It was time to get on
with the great adventure of life,” said Charlie.
Their 'elopement' was short lived and they
returned to face Joan's parents “as adults” but the
situation was now worse as Joan was pregnant;
totally unacceptable in Catholic Ireland.
Charlie's family were supportive and helped
organise the 18-year-olds' marriage in a small
church in the countryside.
The newlyweds moved into an idyllic thatched
cottage at the seaside, Joan kept studying while
Charlie earned a living as a heritage draftsman and
designer during the late 60's and early 70's
manufacturing boom in Ireland.
At 19, they found themselves the parents of three
children, two being twins which came as a major
surprise in the days before ultrasound.
The children spurred on the reconciliation with
Joan's parents who financially backed the
purchase of a spectacular piece of land overlooking
Waterford Estuary in 1967.
“We could see the world's second oldest lighthouse
and the east side (of the estuary) was the Hook and
the west, the Crooke. The saying 'by hook or by
crook' goes back to 1649 when Oliver Cromwell
promised to conquer Waterford by whatever it
took,” said Charlie in one of his interesting asides.
For 14 months the family lived in an on-site
caravan while Charlie designed and built a
stunning glass-fronted studio/home.
“We were buying expensive double-glazing
windows when we didn't have any furniture,”
laughs Joan who says she still can't think of
caravans without the horrors of managing three
toddlers in a confined space on a wild stormy cliff.
Charlie struck out on his own as an industrial
designer and looked after the kids while Joan
completed her teacher training.
Joan was apprehensive when Charlie suggested
they “go full on for sculpture” but winning a
prestigious award in 1972 to create a piece in
Londonderry Northern Ireland launched their
career.
It was the height of the IRA's bombing campaign
and Joan was meeting with the landscape

IevaTomsons

Charlie and Joan in their studio with a backdrop of some of their works. Photo: Peter Harms.
architects who designed the park where their 50ton 100m-long concrete relief wall was almost
completed when 16 bombs were detonated across
the city.
Their sculpture was destroyed but they
meticulously reproduced it.
They were getting fed up with the situation in
Ireland when they met a Swedish couple who
invited them to organise an exhibition at their
villa in Marbella, a resort town on the Costa del Sol
Spain, which became the base for their continental
expansion.
In 1978 the family moved for a year to Marbella
where the kids were enrolled in an international
school but they realised that raising them in a
town full of casinos among high-flyers in the
“pursuit of pleasure” wasn't a good move so they
returned to Ireland.
Joan had been juggling motherhood and being an
artist for some time and Charlie thought it “was
time for her to fly” with a solo exhibition,
Fragments of a Woman, which was exhibited twice
in Holland.
After the two successful Dutch exhibitions, Joan
and Charlie were invited to represent Ireland at a
contemporary sculpture Biennale, Arteder '83, in
Bilbao Spain.
“We'd throw our hat in the ring for anything and
even won an art print competition in Brazil,” said
Charlie.
“If you asked us to paint a white line down the
middle of the road we would have done it,” said
Joan.
As keen divers Australia had long been on their
radar and they first visited in 1983 at the invitation
of the Adelaide Fringe Festival.
From that point on their minds were set on living
in Adelaide but there were many hurdles to jump
in the immigration process.
“Artists were not on the preferred list of
professions,” laughs Charlie, “but-we came in as
'cultural acquisitions' or something like that”.
An unplanned extended stopover in Perth
convinced Joan and Charlie that Adelaide was not
going to be where they would settle.
“It dawned on us that Perth's natural landscape
was much more Australian and Adelaide felt too
European and conservative,” said Joan.
They sold their house in Waterford and moved to
Australia in 1984 and the following year bought a

small property in Stoneville which they quickly
realised would be surrounded by houses.
“When we first saw this block (60ha in Reen
Road) the evening sun was reflecting off a great
wall of ancient rocks and we knew that this was it,”
said Charlie.
Aislinn (Gaelic for a poet's dream) Studios, was
born.
Local commissions started rolling in and winning
the prestigious National Memorial of Australian
Army project in 1987 set them on the road of
military memorials.
“Australia is a young country which is still
building its civic monuments and we have had the
opportunity to be part of that journey,” said
Charlie.
To date, they have completed more than 100
public artworks and are the only artists to be
awarded two national monument commissions
and they were both awarded the Centenary Medal
for Public Art.
The memorial in Geraldton to the 645 sailors who
lost their lives when the HMAS Sydney II sank in
1941 is a 20-year project which is closest to their
hearts and visitors are often brought to tears by the
poignant reflection space.
Joan and Charlie aren't ones to sit around waiting
for commissions to land in their laps and when
local work started to dry up in the 1990s they
embarked on projects in Indonesia, Japan and
Hong Kong where they are still involved
constructing a major series of works for the Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology.
Much of their inspiration comes from nature and
when they were designing the St George's Terrace
kangaroos they would have had no shortage of life
models as their home is a haven for roos and 100
rescue birds which are housed in soaring aviaries.
Ninety percent of their property was burnt in the
February fire but their studios, aviaries and home
were saved by fire fighters – to whom they are
eternally grateful – and Charlie's sprinkler system
which ran continuously for five days providing a
refuge for a huge number of displaced roos.
So what makes these indefatigable artists tick?
“We've grown together and between the two of us
we make one reasonable artist,” laughs Joan.
A successful collaboration, they say, is based on
“never blaming each other when things go
wrong”.
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Experience

Gidgegannup

in the hills

www.gidgegannup.info
experiencegidge@gidgegannup.info.com.au

Small Farm Field Day
Sunday 30th May 2021
By the time you read this the Field Day will have
been and gone. At the time of writing this there
have been no further Covid outbreaks and the
forecast for the day doesn't look too bad.
We hope you enjoyed the Field Day and we look
forward to a more normal 2022.
Thank you to everyone who has attended and to our
supporters, The Countryman, the City of Swan and
the Mundaring Community Bank.
Now we have to turn to all the matters we have
neglected over the past four months such as our
website and other tourism matters.
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Talented Talitha showcases our birdlife
and natural environment

Report any suspicious
behaviour to your local
Rural Watch representative
pjfollyfarm@gmail.com

Talitha Huston is a 17-year-old hills high school student and
she has a love for nature photography—particularly birds.
After taking hundreds of photos of birds, she decided to make
use of them in producing a book on local birds called Birds of
the Perth Hills from the age of 14-16.
What is remarkable about this book is that not only did
Talitha take all the photos, hand-paint the maps and do all the
research, she completed it without anyone, including her
family, knowing she was doing it!
This book is special. Not only was it written by a local hillbilly who was born in Gidgegannup, but it has its own rating
called a 'Skittish Rating' and tips for photographing all the
birds in the book.
Within a week of launching her book at the Blue-Sky Festival
in Mundaring in March 2021 Talitha had sold 190 copies. In
one week, she had been requested to do a podcast, feature in a
National wildlife magazine and present at local clubs.
Talitha's books are available from an ever-growing list of
locations including the Gidge Takeaway and the Gidge
Newsagency.
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Your local Chiropractic and
Natural Therapy centre
5375 Stoneville Road Stoneville
Visit our website for further information
and online bookings

www.justaddhealth.com.au
or phone 9295 6663
Card and Hicap facilities available

Remedial Massage
and Swedish
Massage
available on
weekends

You can now read the Gidgegram on line
just log into:

Hills Sparkling
Pool Care

E: hspc@westnet.com.au
W: www.hillssparklingpoolcare.com.au

18 June 2021

Check the City of Swan's
website for Drop-off days
You are still able to book a verge collection,
or take your waste to the Recycling Centre Bullsbrook or Red Hill Waste
Management Facility.
Items accepted at the drop off days include:
Metals Dismantled trampolines/swings, corrugated iron/tin
sheeting, air condition units, hot water systems, car body
parts, bikes, BBQ's, bed frames, empty paint cans.
Wood Any untreated timber - off cuts (no longer than
1.5m), crates, pallets No cabinets or furniture is accepted.
Plastic Children's toys, plastic furniture, pots, bins, crates,
etc.
TV/computers TV's, black boxes, computers, monitors, key
boards, speakers, stereo equipment, printers, scanners,
photocopiers, DVD players, Video Players, X-boxes
consoles, laptops, mobile phones, camera equipment, etc.
White goods
Fridges, freezers, stoves, microwaves, dish
washers, washing machines, bar fridges , toasters, kettles, bar
grillers.
Mattresses Futons, inner spring and foam single, double,
queen, king.
Cardboard Any size card board boxes, paper.
Batteries Any dry cell battery from energizers to nickel
cadmium batteries, any wet cell battery from motor cycle to
tractor/truck batteries.
CFLs & fluorescent tubes
Green waste
Step 3.Make sure you have ID
You will need to bring ID and proof of your address on the day
as this service is limited to City of Swan residents only.
Drop off your goods
Goods can be dropped off at Jack Williamson Oval Opens in
new window between 8am and 1pm.Location Midland Town
Hall, 312 Great Eastern Highway, Midland 6055 View Map
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Gidgegannup
Community Church
SERVICES
Anglican and Uniting Church Services Sunday 9.30am
Anglican – Ministers from The Church of Ascension in Midland.
Uniting Church – Rev Harold Sampson

All people are welcome to our services.
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NUMBERS
POLICE EMERGENCIES......................................................................000
MUNDARING POLICE (weekdays)................................................131 444
MIDLAND POLICE (anytime)....................................................9250 0333
POLICE Attendance...........................................................................131 444
CRIME STOPPERS..................................................................1800 333 000
RURAL WATCH - Peter Jensen..............................................0402 910 707
CITY OF SWAN............................................................................9267 9267
Vera Waldby - Place Manager.................................................0417 097 178
Paul Goodley - Community Development Coordinator.........0427 163 317
Total Movement and Harvest Bans............................................9267 9326
FIRE EMERGENCIES............................................................................000
FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS- Gidge East
Sean Corbin (Capt) ....................................................................0427 999 856
Vince Pullella..............................................................................0413 492 484
Alisdair McCrudden...................................................................0407 194 261
Shane Attwood FCO...................................................................0419 961 749
Laurie Garcia................................................................................0408 957 747
Suzanne Taylor FCO..................................................................0419 195 934
FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS - Gidge West
General Info (recorded message)...................................................9574 6536
Neal Pennison (Capt)...........................................………….. 0417 949 916
Mark Smith ...............................................................................0411 718 348
Joe Nistico ................................................……………………. 0439 869 227
MORANGUP ST JOHN AMBULANCE
Administration: Amy Wittber...................................................0418 741 971
Email:morangup@stjohnambulance.com.au
3 Wallaby Way Morangup: Open Tuesdays 8.30am - 4.30pm.
GIDGEGANNUP MEDICAL CENTRE
2071 Toodyay Rd Gidgegannup Open 8.30am –6pm ..................6147 6030
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
President, Gordon Caine............................................................0403 056 019
Snr Vice President Phillip Corbin..........................................9574 6071
Secretary Julie Aizlewood........................................................0409 746 991
A/H Secretary .............................Email secretary@gidgegagsociety.com.au
Gloria Metcalf Treasurer treasurer@gidgeagsociety.com.au.......9574 6062
Gidgegram Advertising Gloria Metcalf........................................9574 6062
BOOKINGS HALL/SHOWGROUNDS City of Swan..........9267 9321

FRIENDS OF GIDGE RESERVE
Bill Karroll.......................................................................................9574 6191
GIDGEGANNUP RECREATION CENTRE
President Paul Carroll.............................................................................
Secretary Carey Stewart.............................................................0409 108 046
Vice President Michael Blackie.................................................................
Bookings ...........................................email info@gidgerecclub.com.au
GIDGEGANNUP JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
President: Nathan van Beek ...................................................... 0418 748 232
e president@gidgegannupjfc.org.au
w http://gidgegannupjfc.sportingpulse.net
FOOTBALL CLUB
President Peter Whife...............................................................0428 747 128
Alan Lockwood..........................................................................0456 363 347
GIDGEGANNUP NETBALL CLUB
Registrar Lisa Atwill ...................................................................0429 015 667
President Hayley Atwill.............................................................0437 688 037
Secretary Amy Tomerini...........................................................0438 561 914
GIDGEGANNUP BASKETBALL CLUB
Registration and general queries:...................... gidgebasketball@gmail.com
PERTH HILLS PAINTBALL ASSOCIATION
Paul Carroll President.......................................................................9574 6601
SQUARE DANCING
Gordon & Esme Caine........................................................... ......0403 056 019
GIDGEGANNUP PLAY GROUP...............gidgegplaygroup@gmail.com
Enrolment Officer Kate Kolk .....................................................0423 387 779
GIDGEGANNUP SCOUT GROUP
Donna Feehan Scout Leader...........................................................9573 6707
Stephen Inouye Cub Scout Leader..................................................9578 3242
VETERINARY SURGEON
Dr John Tyrrell B.Sc. (Hons) B.V.M.S. ...........................................9574 6262
WILDFLOWER SOCIETY
Vice-President - Fran Kininmonth.................................................9478 3384
GIDGEGANNUP PONY CLUB
President Jan Lawrie........0402 760 860 gidgepcpresident@outlook.com
Secretary Cathy Garz..........0487 187 017 ....gidgepcsecretary@outlook.com

BULLSBROOK POULTRY CLUB
Peta Coombs bullsbrookpoultryclub@outlook.com............0407 551 396

GIDGEGANNUP EQUESTRIAN ASSN
President, Tracey Dow...................…...……………....................0412 778 343
Secretary, Sonia Laidley...............……………....................……0413 242 981

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Sally Block Chairperson.............................................................0418 928 549

GIDGEGANNUP DRESSAGE CLUB
President - Marjorie Stanger..........................9295 1403 or 0407 089 056
Secretary - Vera Sulc ..................................................................0407 201 907

EXPERIENCE GIDGEGANNUP
Jennifer Kent...............................................................................0412 953 512
Penny Morgan Secretary............................................................0427 747 210

MORANGUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
President: Danielle Wrench
Hall Hire - Leoni Carnaby... lcarnaby@ymail.com....0472 975 593
www.morangupmpa.com.au

GIDGEGANNUP COMMUNITY WEBSITE:.
www.gidgegannup.info - Email: admin@gidgegannup.info
President Peter Jensen..............................................................0402 910 707

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Captain- Jeff Venn ...............................................captainmvbfb@gmail.com
Secretary- Sharon Gamble .................................secretarymvbfb@gmail.com
MVBFB meet every 3rd Saturday of the month at 5.30pm

WARD COUNCILLORS
Cr. Charlie Zannino.......0412 788 817... charlie.zannino@swan.wa.gov.au
Cr Rod Henderson..........0413 496 688.....rod.henderson@swan.wa.gov.au
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
No. 2994 Maxwell O'Dea................................................................9574 7140
3875 Ian Symington............................................................0428 918 100
8891 Glenda Winney...........................................................0419 196 320
6502 Debbie Gilchrist.........................................................0417 184 192
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Len & Jean Baxter...........................................................................9574 7028
Toni Carson......................................................................................9574 6014
CWA GIDGEGANNUP
President - Belinda.....................................................................0411 533 129
Secretary - Terrianne..................................................................0435 394 157
Treasurer - Trish..........................................................................0421 115 135

REGAL HILL WATER SUPPLY ASS INC
President Theo Lawrence....................................................9572 9393
Kylie Burton Treasurer......................................................................9572 9716
WAJMCC CHIDLOW MOTOCROSS
President Steve Payne ...................................................................0419 906 447
Secretary Mandy Chittick www.wajmcc.com.au .................................0438 935 683
AHMAG Avon & Hills Mining Awareness Group
Secretary Sandra Harms...............................................................0429 086 253
Treasurer Ieva Tomsons.....................................................................9574 7166

To update details email: ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

