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Cr. Rod Henderson, Haydon Bawden, Sebastian Camillo and Dave
Glossop (candidates for the Councillor position in the Swan
Valley/Gidgegannup ward) discussion with meeting and questions
The candidates for the upcoming vacancy in the Swan
Valley/Gidgegannup Ward gave a short description of their background
and issues they felt important to address at Council.

All four had a rural background and felt it was important to represent the
ratepayers. There was some criticism of the existing Councillors as it was
felt that they could better represent ratepayers. It was, however, pointed
out that there are three rural councillors and twelve urban ones and quite
a bit of negotiation needed to be undertaken on many occasions to deliver
outcomes for the rural community. Councillors are also bound by City
policies and planning law.

A discussion took place on the items on the agenda including
telecommunications, North Stoneville proposed development, Licencing
and Leases for City facilities in Gidgegannup. Members at the meeting
explained some of the local issues.

Discussion took place on how City could save money for ratepayers on
SAT and legal fees.

The meeting thanked the candidates and wished them all good luck.

LOTS 119 AND 120 O’BRIEN ROAD
MWA were given approval for an event to be held on 7th/8th September. It
appears that this was not a Minikhana and that more powerful bikes were
being used and that there are fresh tracks impeding on to Walyunga
National Park. Minister for Tourism has expressed views that the land
could be used for off road bikes and four wheel recreational driving. This
would present a very real environmental risk to the Walyunga National
Park and a very real danger to the community from high risk of fire. The
community would object extremely strongly to these risks and question
whether responsible governance is being exercised.

GPA have now written to WAPC following an event held last weekend:
was quite large machines. It is interesting to note that Offroad Riding
Club of WA did advertise a 2 day Coaching Camp to be held on those
dates venue TBC. The Offroad Riding Club are the club who wished to
hold the enduro event in Gidgegannup on 12th October. They still haven’t
announced a venue for that on their website.
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We are most concerned as to the use being made of the O’Brien Road site
as it was quite clear from Ministerial approvals that the site was to be
used for the education of young people in riding bikes. Specifically
Minikhanas.

MWA have continually been in non- compliance with their permit and
although producing an 80 page document to demonstrate their wish to be
compliant, we have severe reservations whether this will eventuate.

Lots 119-120 are being devastated by the usage that is being allowed.
Not only are there significant signs of ongoing environmental degradation
but also we are extremely concerned about community safety should this
state of affairs continue. There has been evidence of campfires at the site
and if it is the case that 2 day camps are being held on the site, this gives
support to the evidence that has been found of these camp fires.
Motorbikes riding through the bush also pose a considerable fire risk. This
is a High Fire risk area. The community has a right to be concerned as
to the safety of themselves and their properties. Not only is there this fire
risk but the very real prospect of accidents to bikes and riders riding
through the bush.

Properly supervised Minikhanas for the benefit of bike handling education
to young people is one thing but the use appears to have gone way
beyond this.

The community would like to know exactly what sort of events are being
held at this venue.

The GPA would certainly not wish for the MWA permit to be renewed as
they appear to have treated the trust they have been given with great
disrespect.

The GPA would like clarification on the above points and perhaps a
meeting would be appropriate so we can discuss the situation.

LICENSING AND LEASES FOR CITY FACILITIES IN GIDGEGANNUP
The Community needs clarity and certainty on the situation facing many
of our clubs in Gidgegannup and would be grateful if this could be
assured.

There was a long discussion on this and it was felt that no further
improvements should be carried out at the Showgrounds until the lease
situation is clarified.
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Representatives from the Recreation Club felt that the lease document
was not explained fully to them and that they have tried to meet the
requirements laid out in the document but communication with the City
had not always been clear.


