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              THE GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION (INC.) 
MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 16TH JUNE, 2008, 
AT 7.30 PM AT THE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY HALL, GIDGEGANNUP. 
 
Present:  Sally Block  - Chair 
   Vicki Hamersley - Secretary 
 
J. Ashworth, L. Baxter, L. Brindle, C. Dann, A & J Deak, S. Gartrell, C. Jackson, P & 
J Jensen, K. Hebiton, D. Robertson, J. Weir, M. Zimmel 
 
In Attendance: F. Alban (Liberal candidate Swan Hills), S. Alban, R. Tester 
(Stoneville Progress Association) 
 
Apologies: B. Karoll, J. Mangini, C. Zannino 
 
1.Minutes: It was moved that the Minutes of the Meeting of, 19th May, 2008, be 
accepted M. Zimmel/D. Robertson, an amendment was noted Trish McCourt is ‘Place 
Manager’ not ‘Place Planning Manager’ – carried. 
 
Business Arising: 
BMX Track: GPA advised via a note from one of the users, that track needs 
compacting.   GPA willing to pay for a compactor if parents of users wish to carry out 
the work.   No other comments have been received.  
 
Brigadoon ODP: The Department of Environment has asked for public comment re. 
a Commonwealth Referral for protection of species on the proposed land. 
 
Perth Adelaide Highway (Orange Route): Letter received from Judi Moylan and 
copy from Federal Minister for Infrastructure “According to the Minister the 
Australian Government’s new taskforce Infrastructure Australia is currently 
reassessing road funding priorities, including the Orange Route”. 
 
Rates: City of Swan to hold mini information expos in rural areas.   One topic will be 
rates.   When dates formalized will advertise. 
 
Draft SPP 3.6: Developers’ Contributions – GPA to make submission.   Draft Points 
read to meeting.   To be approved by committee before submitting. 
 
Lot 29 Berry Road: Two sheds had been approved with conditions.   Dam has been 
approved with conditions after mediation with SAT.  GPA had recommended refusal 
of both these applications as concerns precedents are being set. 
 
Hanson PER: Meeting scheduled for 25th June, 2008, PER has not been advertised as 
yet. 
 
Teewanna Development: Community Reference Group of some 30 people has 
been formed.   Consultants advise that all applicants have been accepted, though one 
nominee from each family only.   Meetings to be held in July and August.  There 
appear to be no firm plans at the moment although Developers have met with the City 
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of Swan.   Consultants confirm that they will be seeing how any plans can be 
encompassed in the revised Swan Hills Place Plan.  
 
Noise Focus Group: Meeting was held at short notice and nominated representatives 
were unable to attend. 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report:  
Balance at Bank – $1984 
$40 banked for memberships, $770 paid for hire of machinery for BMX track.   $820 
to be paid for Community website.   OMCF grant still not received – S. Block to 
follow up. 
It was moved that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted L. Baxter/M. Zimmel - carried 
 
3.Correspondence:  
IN 
Prime West re. Teewanna Community Reference Group 
Port Bouvard Re. Minutes of 19th May, 2008 
EMRC Minutes and Agenda 
Brigadoon Progress Association re. Commonwealth Referral 
Lisa Hamblin re. SRG for Hanson PER 
City re. Information Expos 
        Re. BMX track 
        Re. Proposed Storage Sheds 2 Lot 29 Berry Road 
        Re. Proposed Dam Lot 29 Berry Road 
Report accident O’Brien Road 
BPA re. new Committee 
Judi Moylan re. Orange Route – enc. Letter from Federal Minister 
 
OUT 
List of Gidge Requirements 
SMR re. GPA Minutes 19th May 2008 
City Re. BMX Track 
 
Inward Correspondence Accepted, Outward endorsed proposed  L. Brindle/K. 
Hebiton - carried. 
 
Business Arising: 
Port Bouvard complaint re. Minutes: An email had been received from SMR 
followed by a letter from Port Bouvard asking for clarification of points reported in 
our last minutes re. workshops and forums.   Chairperson had responded that the GPA 
minutes reflect our meetings accurately and that she was sorry if some of the 
comments are not what Port Bouvard might wish to hear.   She did stress that the GPA 
wish to see development of the Townsite in compliance with community wishes and 
State and Local Government planning documents.. 
 
Letter from Port Bouvard was read to meeting.   The meeting was unanimous in its 
disappointment at the tone of this letter.   A draft reply was read to the meeting and it 
was moved M. Zimmel/D. Robertson that this response be sent with copies to the City 
of Swan and Jaye Radisich – carried unanimously. 
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Petition of approximately 700 signatures tabled from the Community of Gidgegannup 
to the Minister of Planning regarding its wish to develop Gidgegannup as a 
sustainable community in accordance with the guidelines as set out in the North 
Eastern Hills Settlement Pattern Plan and the Gidgegannup Rural Strategy, without 
the need for potable scheme water and reticulated sewerage, and to ensure we protect 
and maintain the “hills lifestyle”.   Meeting Resolved to send this to the Minister and 
the City of Swan.   Moved C. Jackson/L. Brindle – carried. 
 
A general discussion took place on the proposed population figures for the Townsite, 
with Port Bouvard’s development of 5000 as against the accepted original figure of 
4000 in the NEHSPP.   It was agreed that the GPA need clarification on these figures.   
Also whether this includes the current population of the townsite and the rural 
residential areas surrounding. 
 
Suggestion put forward that as a Retirement Village appears to have been deleted 
from Port Bouvard’s plans, perhaps a second dwelling could be permitted on a 
reasonable size property as a second dwelling for children who can’t afford to 
purchase a home and eventually the children may return to care for their parents.   
Under this scheme the property could not be subdivided.   It was pointed out that there 
is already an Ancillary Accommodation Policy.  It was noted that it is a good 
spectrum to balance a population of young and old. 
 
Suggestion that 2 ha existing rural residential areas could be zoned down to 1 ha.   
This would give existing residents a benefit of future sub division and raise townsite 
population, so projected subdivision would avoid high density.   This rezoning would 
not impact on rates if residents adopted GRV rather than UV.  
 
Possibility of GPA putting together a proposal for a sustainable community to send to 
the City of Swan. 
 
C. Jackson spoke about Witchcliffe.   How consultant was a person from the local 
area.   Developers have now been told by the Shire to redo the plans to meet the 
Shire’s requirements.   Witchcliffe is different in that their reticulated water would 
have been extracted from the river and this would be detrimental to downstream 
people.   Lot sizes were down to 500 sq m.   It appears that two councillors came up 
with their self sustainable plan.   The CEO of the Shire has just travelled to a 
Councils’ Conference in the Eastern States to do a presentation on their concept. 
Suggested that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure were aware of this 
concept.  Felt this concept if workable could be what Gidgegannup needs. Need 
confirmation on concept and workability. 
 
EMRC - Waste Water Treatment Plant: This is still being considered by the 
EMRC Council.   They are awaiting responses from some of the member Councils. 
 
Points to consider: 

- treated water from the Hills must return to source 
- who pays for pipework 

      -     water allocations could be affected in the Swan Valley 
 
EMRC are also addressing 
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- litter on Toodyay Road – finalizing with Justice Department for regular 
collections. 

- Noise and odour – Register all complaints to EMRC noting date, time, weather 
- Indigenous artifact study now completed 
- Groundwater contamination in John Forrest National Park 

 
 4.General Business: 
Quiz night: Rebecca from Stoneville Progress Association reported a Quiz Night to 
be held to support a family that had encountered bad times through accident.   Peter 
Holland the host.   Flyers to be distributed in Gidgegannup. 
 
West Gidgegannup Volunteer Fire Brigade AGM: To be held on 14th July, 2008 
at the Fire Shed at 7.00 pm – had been omitted from Gidgegram. 
 
Chain Saw in Clenton Road: Report of chainsaw found in Clenton Road.   
Apparently owner has been traced. 
 
Lack of directional road signage to Gidgegannup: Request again that GPA 
contact Main Roads and City re. lack of directional road signage to Gidgegannup. 
 
North Gidgegannup Rural Watch Group: A locally organized Rural watch group 
is to be formed encompassing O’Brien, Clenton, North East, East and Berry Roads, to 
report on vehicle activities in the area.   Organisers have been in touch with Toodyay 
police with the idea to set up a central data base to record bikes, cars and number 
plates.   Properties have had fences cut and there have been burglaries.   
 
Inthanoona Road: Request that GPA investigate the work that has proceeded on this 
road and ask City to install some form of calming device as a bypass is being created 
and will cause problems with traffic – it will become another cut through.   Pointed 
out that intention of Inthanoona Road was to become a thoroughfare, as it is required 
to have two access ways to sub divisions. 
 
Foundation Day Meeting: C. Jackson reported on this meeting.   It had been run 
solely by him and Helen and that the meeting went off in its own direction.   It 
addressed areas of concern that the GPA have discussed  – sustainability, population 
densities, traffic management on Toodyay and Bunning Roads and Infrastructure 
regarding the townsite and surrounding areas.   The meeting at the end decided to 
form a group and it was suggested that instead of being a ‘new group’ that it ask to 
come under the umbrella of the GPA. 
 
The Chairperson explained that the GPA’s constitution does not allow it to 
accommodate a separate body under its name that is not answerable to the GPA.   
GPA members are working on the townsite development and looking at all areas, and 
whilst new members were welcome to help in this, it did not seem necessary to have a 
new group that would duplicate work already being undertaken. 
 
If the “new group” were to go it alone, it was strongly advised that they incorporate 
themselves.   The GPA is incorporated to indemnify its members from legal action, 
provided they act in a responsible manner. 
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The only way to operate this would be to have a sub committee, of GPA members, 
reporting to the GPA.   It was suggested that some people do not like to go to 
meetings, especially at night.   Many GPA members do not attend our meetings but 
still play an active part via contact by email. 
 
It was decided that the GPA would publish a list of specific points of interest/concern 
to advertise with GPA meetings to encourage residents to attend the GPA meetings.   
It was unanimous that attendees at the meeting did not want a “split group” scenario 
in Gidgegannup. 
 
Discussion on running of Foundation Day meeting that it was well run and fair and 
was constituted to generate areas of understanding.  Raised how do we get more 
people to attend, people do not want to spend their evenings attending meetings and to 
carry on this work takes a certain degree of commitment.   There is no point 
complaining that no one is doing anything and then not participating. 
 
Points raised at Foundation Day meeting were: 
 

- density 
- environment 
- scheme water 

 
Pointed out that it takes many years to reach the credibility of the GPA with all levels 
of Government. 
 
Agreed to hold AGM at 7.15 pm on Monday  21st July to be followed by our General 
meeting at 7.30 pm to discuss specific issues raised. 
 
Lilydale Road property on Old refuse site: Reported that a property had been 
advertised for sale on the site of a refuse tip in Lilydale Road – query as to whose 
liability if problems.   This property has already been sold twice since it was a rubbish 
site and it was felt that any prospective purchaser should do their own research.   A 
case of “buyer beware”. 
 
5.Closure of Meeting: There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10 
pm.   The next meeting will be held on 2008, at 7.15 pm and will be the AGM to be 
followed by the General meeting at 7.30 pm. at the Agricultural Society Hall, 
Gidgegannup. 
 
 


