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                                  THE GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD 18TH AUGUST 2008 AT 7.30PM AT 
THE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY HALL, OLD TOODYAY ROAD, GIDGEGANNUP. 
 
PRESENT:  Sally Block (Chair) 
                      Michelle Zimmel (Secretary) 
 
Peter and Jean Jensen, Don Robertson, Mary Davis, Vicki Hamersley, Warwick Wild, Len 
Baxter, Janet Weir, Janette Ashworth, Rick and Debra Marshall, Judy Fletcher, Laraine 
Brindle, Kingsley Hebiton, Jeph Burton, Fred Evans 
 
APOLOGIES:  Bill Karoll, John Mangini 
 
1. MINUTES 
MINUTES of General Meeting held 21st July, 2008 were tabled and accepted. Moved Mary 
Davis/Len Baxter.  Unanimously carried. 
 
2. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
NORTH BRIGADOON SUBDIVISION APPLICATION 
Much correspondence had been exchanged during this month about this issue. The Brigadoon 
Progress Association (BPA) had obtained a Commonwealth Referral due to the area being a 
breeding ground for the black cockatoo.  Residents and the BPA have resorted to referring a 
case of misconduct against the City of Swan to the State Ombudsman.   The BPA have 
requested the ombudsman investigate the failure of the City of Swan and Council under the 
Town Planning Scheme to address in the first instance and request Peet Limited to refer the 
matters of environmental significance, prior to Council’s approval on 6th February 2008.  This 
followed comments made by City of Swan Councillor and Liberal candidate for the seat of 
Swan Hills, Frank Alban, that the land in question is bushland and not ‘cleared land’ as put to 
me in a report by the City of Swan.   The BPA is also unhappy that the City of Swan has failed 
to protect conditions of the Brigadoon Estate by failing to secure public amenities and the 
failure to have two fire access/egress roads. 
 
The Brigadoon area and in particular the Peet Limited site has since been visited by David 
Templeman, Minister for Environment and Climate Change. 
 
It was proposed Sally Block/Mary Davis that GPA write to COS requesting that development 
applications of this kind require Councilors to visit the site BEFORE making decisions.   This 
was agreed by all.   It was felt that this approach be essential when considering development 
applications in Gidgegannup.  Port Bouvard land east of the townsite was heavily vegetated, 
zoned landscape and in an extreme fire risk zone. 
 
HANSON PER 
Contributions from numerous Committee members resulted in a 22 page submission which was 
emailed and posted before the due date.  This reflected the significant nature of the Hanson 
proposal and its potential impact upon the community and environment.  Swan Valley Progress 
Association (SVPA) also sent a lengthy submission. Both submissions objected to the proposal 
on the grounds of the 100 year plan being too lengthy and not taking into account future 
residential encroachment and changing expectations.  The 75 ha area proposed to mine is far 
too large.    
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The PER document is unnecessarily repetitive, vague, non-specific, supplies information in a 
selective, inaccurate and censorious manner and glosses over the important issues.   There will 
be an extreme traffic load on Toodyay Rd with no commitment to improve and expand road 
infrastructure.   Dieback testing was inadequate and narrow in scope.  There is an  unacceptable 
level of clearing of quality native bush.  Retention of perimeter fencing after mining closed 
which would prevent ingress of fauna into the rehabilitated area.   Mining to approach 
unacceptably close to Susannah Brook.   Light spill at night due to lengthy maintenance shifts.    
 
Rehabilitation proposal is nebulous, vague, undefined, Herne Hill quarry efforts are 
unconvincing and unsuccessful and final result will lack variety and not return habitat to 
original quality.   Aboriginal interests have been given only cursory attention and were invited 
to participate only late in the consultation process.   Both flora and fauna surveys have not been 
12 months and have been extremely selective and narrow in their timing and investigation.  No 
on property assessment of underground water has been carried out.  Proposed pre-clearing 
inspections lack credibility.   Permanent, extreme and irreversible alteration of the scarp scape 
and negative visual amenity to surrounding Swan Valley tourist zone landholders whose 
properties saleability is already being negatively impacted.      
 
Hanson lack of commitment as to working hours and consultation with the community as to 
what is agreeable.   The stockpile area to be too close to Toodyay Rd and clearly visible.   Dust 
problems to extend beyond a 2km radius and dust type and character not quantified.   Blasting 
hours, intensity and frequency not specified and the very real possibility that blasting will 
fracture the Susannah Brook streambed and cause permanent depletion and/or diversion of 
flows into the pit 80 meters below the streambed.   Totally inadequate buffer zones and the 
expectation that surrounding National Parks will provide that buffer zone.   No disclosure of 
mining closure policy resulting in doubt that the pit will be properly rehabilitated and the real 
possibility that it’s function be altered and that traffic problems and other negative side effects 
be ongoing. 
 
RURAL PLACE INFORMATION EXPO 
The Information Expo will be held by COS at the Agricultural Hall on 10th September, 2008, 
commencing 6.30 – 8.30pm.   There will be displays and COS staff will be on hand to answer 
questions on rates and other matters.  Tea and Coffee supplied 
 
TEEWANA 
Several members attended the information session, held at short notice.  Very little specific 
information was provided, the feeling was that the meeting was to gauge the sentiment and 
opinion of the stakeholders.   Proposal for this 1000 acre property was for a strata title 
subdivision in cluster arrangement.   Initially floated the idea of 200 dwellings, then reduced 
this to 100 dwellings on approx 750m2 with surrounding land to be held in common and 
managed.  The property is zoned Agriculture and minimum lot size is 50 hectares.   This zoning 
is supported by the NEHSPP and the Gidgegannup Rural Strategy. A pilot cluster development 
was proposed for a Reen Rd property but this did not proceed.   The Place Plan for 
Gidgegannup will be re-visited in 2009 and the community will be able to have its say on the 
matter.  
 
The Teewana proposal is pitched  at retirees, lifestyle weekenders, possibly with an equestrian 
theme and include stabling.   There was the proposal to protect remnant vegetation, though how 
this would be done with large numbers of horses on site was not disclosed. Also, wetlands, 
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watercourses, heavily timbered slopes and remnant vegetation would require protection.   There 
was also the suggestion that it link up with Brigadoon, connecting bridle trails, provide an 
equestrian facility, somehow protect the Gogulger Stock Route yet make it a road and try to 
deal with hoon access and fire management.    
 
Discussion took place re. COS policy some 20 years ago  of no  strata developments.  The Reen 
Road proposal 5 or 6 yrs ago re-visited the issue, however recent confirmation of zoning by the 
Place Plan has ratified current subdivisional criteria.  This matter needs further investigation. 
 
Further concern was  raised at the impact subdivision has on viability of surrounding farmland 
and the capacity of farmers to pay the increasing rates and taxes.    
 
The proposed subdivision will be adjacent to the proposed Hanson quarry expansion.  This 
highlights the need to consider all development applications collectively, not separately and 
assess their integral impact on the Scarp.  Comment made that the Darling Scarp was world 
renowned for its environmental diversity and geographical feature, it should be rezoned to 
National Park and not permitted to be affected by open pit mining and intensive development 
and clearing. 
 
PORT BOUVARD 
No further information has been received from Port Bouvard regarding their proposed 
development of the town site.  The developers of Witchcliffe are happy to talk about their 
Chittering project and water management.   It was felt that significant development of 
Gidgegannup Townsite would not occur within 10 years due to the government protocols, 
environmental concerns, developing technologies for water use and harvest, and the provision 
of essential infrastructure. 
 
EMRC 
COS did not support the sale of land to the Water Corporation and the construction of a 
WWTP.   Two member councils did not reply to the proposal,  the others commented that they 
weren’t directly affected as was COS, and would support COS in its decision.  COS believed 
that the WWTP would have a negative impact on the area and the COS.  The Water 
Corporation is not interested in constructing a WWTP on leased land.  Greg Rowe & Assoc is 
now looking elsewhere for a location for the WWTP required to service proposed subdivided 
land in Stoneville and Parkerville. 
 
Recent interest in the Mundaring WWTP (to be doubled in capacity to 800 households) 
suggested a connecting pipeline underground alongside Great Eastern Highway to the flats 
sewer network, but would still require extensive pipelines to Gidgegannup for water and sewer, 
at prohibitive cost.   
GPA to contact the Water Corporation for further information as to WWTP proposals for the 
hills. 
  
A response had been received from the EMRC regarding the GPA submission on their Draft 
Strategic Plan and querying points in it.  
 
INNTHANOONA ROAD 
The newly subdivided blocks are being advertised for sale. Traffic counters have been installed.  
The Stanley Road intersection will not be developed to the standard of Country Road, as the 
latter had been done at the expense of the developers.   How many accidents will have to 
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happen before this is re-considered?   GPA had reminded COS of past intent to close portion of 
Stanley Road, but COS had now say two access roads are required to comply with Fire 
regulations. 
 
BORAL QUARRY 
Several GPA members attended the first Stakeholder’s Reference Group (SRG) meetings.  
Boral propose to re-open the Midland Brick clay pit and develop it as a 20 year license, mining 
6 days a week and occasional Sundays.    The truck traffic volume would be twelve traffic 
movements per hour or approximately 35,000 truck movements p/a.    The pit and associated 
infrastructure would expand over 35 hectares.  Plant would be located into the pit to minimize 
noise and light spill.   Insufficient information had been provided about buffer zones, 
watercourses, setbacks or  ground water.   No 12 month studies of flora and fauna had been 
undertaken.  They propose to be self sufficient in water, which would be stored on site.  Their 
consultation with Indigenous interest was thorough and ongoing.  They had modified the shape 
of their pit to accommodate sites requiring preservation.    They  frankly  admitted they would 
not be able to conceal the pit or rehabilitate its lower benches.    They propose to locate the 
stockpile 100m from Toodyay Rd.   The area where clay has been excavated and is clearly 
visible on the scarp cannot be rehabilitated.   The entrance would be located between Hanson 
and EMRC entrances.   No consideration of traffic impact on local residents.   Traffic lights and 
lowering Toodyay Rd speed limit to 80khm was discussed. 
 
GP SUPERCLINICS 
Another public meeting is being held Wednesday 20th August.   6.30 – 8.30pm at the Midland 
Sports Complex, Paterson Rd, Middle Swan.   This meeting was open to public comment, and 
the GPA would attend and report at the next meeting.   This proposal is not linked with the 
redevelopment of the Swan Hospital in 2013.  This would be a stand alone development. One 
other GP Superclinic was to be built in WA – at Wanneroo.  There are several in Eastern States.   
GP and other specialist services such as pre/post natal care, mental health, indigenous care, 
would also be provided.    
 
LOT 1 and 3 TOODYAY ROAD – REZONING APPLICATION  
The GPA’s submission to COS did not support rezoning of the property.   It was felt that the 
entire township needed to be considered integrally and not experience piecemeal re-zoning.   
The Place Plan would be re-visited in 2009 and this would be a good opportunity to review the 
townsite as a complete proposal. 
 
TELSTRA LANDLINE COMPLAINTS 
Members commented that roadside verge vegetation was lifting the telephone lines along Berry 
Road.   There was no proposal to extend ADSL into the Berry Road area, though perhaps the 
new tower would enable wireless connection.   The best option at present was satellite 
connection which was still being funded by the Federal Government. 
 
NORTH GIDGEGANNUP RURAL WATCH 
It was explained that the Toodyay Police wanted to assist in Gidgegannup as their area did not 
generate a large workload and they were aware that Midland and Mundaring did not have 
adequate resources to assist in to the extent required 
 
The NGRR applied to properties bordering Walyunga National Park,  Paruna, Avon Valley 
National Park and Ffarringtons.  It was advised that Rural Watch be kept local, small and unite 
neighbours under a common theme. 
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TOODYAY ROAD 
With regard to rubbish collection EMRC are still waiting on the Justice Department to finalise 
arrangements but are hopeful that works will commence very soon.  
 
The embankment adjacent to the Convict ruins car park had been constructed so that water 
drained off it and onto the road.   The MRD complaints line for road issues was 138138. 
 
ASKRIGG ROAD HEAVY TRAFFIC 
One landholder was creating ongoing issues, with heavy traffic and truck deliveries of mulch.  
COS were unable to take any action if trucks were size permitted and were not speeding.  It 
was suggested that Landholder could limit working hours of trucks and warn residents when he 
was likely to be bringing a large amount of vehicles in. 
 
If work was being carried out which required a Development Approval the GPA would ask for 
conditions to be put on truck access. 
 
3. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Balance brought forward 30.6.2008                                                             $ 7708.30    
ADD Subscriptions received from 35 members                                                350.00 
                                                                                       SUB TOTAL         $ 8058.30 
DEDUCT Bank Fees                                                                                           13.50 
                  BMX Track Construction – John White                                        3300.00 
                  Community Website development costs                                         820.00 
Bank Balance as per statement  31.7.200                                                     $ 4133.50 
 
Additional membership fees to be banked after tonight’s  receipts. 
An invoice for $ 38.00 for 1/3rd of the post box rental was now due. 
Members who had paid membership fees 3 months prior to 30th June, 2008, would be granted 
membership until 30th June, 2009. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was tabled for acceptance.   Moved Mary Davies/Rick Marshall.  
Carried. 
 
4. CORRESPONDENCE  
IN 
Brigadoon Progress Association RE: Visit by Minister Templeman 
                                                             Newsletter 
                                                            Submission of proposed SP Lots 9503/9504 Connemara 
Dv 
                                                            North Brigadoon development 
City of Swan re proposed structure plan Lots 9503/9504 Connemara Dve, Brigadoon 
Minutes of SRG Meetings for Hanson Red Hill Quarry 25.6.08 and 4.8.2008 
Red Hill Quarry Aquaterra Report on groundwater 
Department of Health re. Super GP Clinics 
Main Roads E: Water from convict ruins – response to our query 
                         Water on road on Gidgegannup Hill in response to our query 
                          Pot holes on Toodyay Rd in response to our query 
City of Swan RE: Inthanoona Road – response to our query 
DPI RE: Toodyay Rd in response to our query 
EPA confirmed receipt of our submission RE Hanson PER 
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Resident RE: Heavy truck traffic on Askrigg Road 
SVPA RE:TP and Mundaring WWTP 
Jon Kaub RE: Toodyay Rd/Red Hill/WWTP Red Hill and Mundaring 
Save Perth Hills RE: WWTP Mundaring 
EMRC Minutes of Community SRG meeting 
EMRC RE: our submission on their Draft Strategic Plan for the future 2008/09 – 2013/14 
 
OUT 
City of Swan – Submission re Proposed Structure Plan Lots 9503/04 Connemara Dv, Brigadoo 
City – Rezoning Lots 1 and 3 Toodyay Rd, Gidgegannup from General Rural to Commercial 
City RE: Petition 
Aspen RE: Meeting 
EPA Submission RE: Hanson Quarry Expansion proposal 
EMRC – rubbish on Toodyay Road 
 
Inward correspondence accepted and outward correspondence endorsed. Moved Rick 
Marshall/Vicki Hamersley.  Carried. 
 
5. GENERAL BUSINESS 
TOODYAY ROAD 
GPA would write to Main Roads about the rubbish blocking the drains and reminding them of 
their duty of care to the public. 
 
STONEVILLE ROAD 
GPA to write to COS as to when the second stage of road works would commence as COS had 
indicated July 2008.    This was delaying Installation of the white lines. 
 
WATER and DAM ISSUES 
Reference was made to article in the Australian concerning the Murray/Darling Basin and the 
enormous catchment dams, some located on streams and rivers.   Was it necessary to instigate a 
government investigation of dams on water courses within the Avon catchment? It was felt that 
this would not be appropriate as Government involvement could be undesirable, licensing 
unwanted and the Avon/Swan River could not be compared with Murray/Darling, and holding 
rainwater where it fell was beneficial during the dry months. 
 
However it was agreed that extremely large dams which divert significant quantities of water 
from streams or are developed for aesthetics or ornamental reasons or aquaculture should not 
be supported.  Recent case of dam expansion had led to State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) 
overriding COS decision on appeal.  The Dams Policy for Gidgegannup had been developed by 
the community for the community.  This had been conveyed to Judi Moylan and Greg Hunt at 
the recent environmental forum.  The lack of expertise and practical knowledge by staff in 
SAT, COS and Waters and Rivers  was a concern.  SAT should not be permitted to overturn 
local policies which are developed to provide guidelines to Local Government staff. 
 
Friends of the Avon had advised that lack of flow within the Avon had resulted in extensive silt 
and sand deposition in the river bed. 
 
It was proposed that GPA would write to COS and SAT to request that the Dams Policy be 
upheld and that SAT uphold COS recommendations and not undermine local policies supported 
and developed by the community.  Moved  Kingsley Hebiton/Vicki Hamersley.  Carried. 
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SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENTS AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
Blocks of land of 1 ha were being advertised for sale in Boddington with no scheme water 
connection.   It appears that sub divisions of down to 1 ha with no scheme water are now being 
supported. 
 
WESTERN POWER – LOCAL BLACKOUTS/BROWNOUTS 
Several members complained about property damage caused by recent power supply faults.  
GPA would write again to Western Power. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL MEETINGS 
GPA member attended recent seminar “Our Patch Our Planet”, based on the Liberal’s 23 page 
Policy on Environment.  60 in attendance including local politician, councils including 
Northam and Toodyay.   Inspirational speaker Bob Williamson.    
 
It was recognized that Australia contributes a very minor portion of world’s CO2 problems. 
Discussion focused on technology development, residential expansion along railway networks, 
reduce vehicle traffic, reduce dependant on fossil fuel, oil, gas, public education as to waste 
treatment, small business behaviour. 
 
Judi Moylan would be prepared to organize a further Forum if there was sufficient demand.   
GPA to gauge level of interest.   GPA would write to Judi Moylan to enquire as to the 
minimum number required to hold a second meeting. 
 
MOTORCYCLISTS 
Large convoys of motorcyclists had been observed in Obrien and Clenton Rds on Sunday 
morning. One convoy with more than 40 bikes.  Some riding on the wrong side of the road.  
Local resident driving around a bend encountered biker on the wrong side of the road,  biker 
went off road into the bush.   A short while later, another accident resulted in ambulance 
attendance.  Suggestions were to approach Midland and Mundaring police in person,  and 
residents needed to make more effort to make complaints and reports.  The on-line reporting 
system does not seem to be working properly and still requires personal attendance at the local 
police station.  GPA would write to Mundaring, Midland and Toodyay Police,  also Hills 
Gazette.   It was essential to provide as much information as possible,  including registration 
number, date, time.    The lack of white lines could not be blamed for these accidents,  it was 
rider behaviour.   GPA would forward reports to Police. 
 
RESERVE ROAD T-JUNCTION WITH TOODYAY ROAD 
There will be no street lights installed at this t-junction.   The kerb has had white paint 
markings installed on it. 
 
BUNNING ROAD NEAR TOODYAY ROAD 
The street lights on Bunning Road opposite the primary school have not been working for 2-3 
months.  GPA would inform the relevant authority. 
 
5. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm.   The next General Meeting to 
be held on 15th September, 2008 at 7.30pm at the Agricultural Hall. 
 


