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THE GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD  
MONDAY 15th SEPTEMBER, 2008 AT 7.30PM 

 
AT THE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY HALL, OLD TOODYAY ROAD, 

GIDGEGANNUP. 
 
PRESENT: Sally Block (Chair) 
                     Michelle Zimmel (Secretary) 
 
Peter and Jean Jensen, Mary Davis, John Mangini, Len Baxter, Mark Turner, Ian Stannard, 
Fred Evans, Don Sinclair, Don Robertson, Allan Lockwood 
 
APOLOGIES:  Vicki Hamersley, Kingsley Hebiton 
 
The Meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 
 
1. MINUTES 
Minutes of General Meeting held 18th August 2008 were tabled and accepted.  Moved Peter 
Jensen/Mary Davis.  Unanimously carried. 
 
2. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
The State Election had resulted in a quiet month with relatively few responses to 
correspondence sent by GPA on various subjects. 
 
NORTH BRIGADOON SUBDIVISION APPLICATION 
No response received, as yet from City re. Councillors visiting sites such as this before 
application coming before council.. 
 
HANSON PER 
Acknowledgement of GPA submission. 
 
COS INFO EXPO FOR RURAL GIDGEGANNUP 
The Expo was held Wednesday 10th September 2008 at the Ag Society Hall. CoS had 
expended much effort to set up the displays and presented extensive written literature.  The 
staff were young, friendly, helpful and very informative.    Approximately 30 locals attended.   
2 more sessions will be held in Caversham and Bullsbrook.   GPA would write to CoS 
thanking them for conducting the expo in Gidgegannup. 
 
PORT BOUVARD 
No plans had been revealed for comment or submitted to CoS.   Their annual end of Financial 
Year report to ASX continued to refer to “continuing extensive community consultation” 
within Gidgegannup and their intention to work towards obtaining approvals to release the 
first of 1650 townsite and rural residential lots by 2010.  The figure of 1650 is reduced from 
2200.   However, no plans have been submitted justifying the number and arrangement of 
lots,  nor any information as to proposed infrastructure required to support the development.  
   
GPA felt the timeframe unrealistic and extremely optimistic.  It was resolved that Sally Block 
would write to Swan Hills new state member Frank Alban and new Planning Minister, to 
keep the matter forward in their agenda.    The Shadow Planning Minister along with Donna 
Faragher had visited Gidgegannup to meet with GPA regarding concerns about development 
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and had viewed the proposed townsite.  It was commented that Port Bouvard are facing 
negative community sentiment to their proposed 5 storey 54 unit apartment building at 
Mandurah’s beachfront on the old caravan park site, currently zoned tourist. 
 
EMRC 
Disappointing to be advised that Town of Mundaring had supported the construction of a 
WWTP at the EMRC site  at their recent Meeting, as documented in the Minutes 9.9.2008.  
EMRC Council will meet next week to make a final decision.    CoS does not support the 
idea.    
 
BORAL 
No further correspondence received regarding their quarry development. 
 
TELSTRA 
More details had been sent to Lloyd Morley concerning the poor telephone service.  Members 
had been told that it had to be accepted as part of living in the Hills. 
 
TOODYAY ROAD 
No details forthcoming as to rubbish collection, road drainage and other issues from MRD or 
EMRC. 
 
WATERS and DAMS POLICY 
GPA had sent letter to SAT but no reply had been received. 
 
WESTERN POWER 
GPA has written to Western Power, cc to Frank Alban, Donna Farragher.   Liberals 
campaigned on a platform of better power supplies to the Hills and GPA would be reminding 
them of this. 
 

3. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Balance brought forward                                                           $ 3924.80 
ADD   Subscriptions received                                              $     90.00 
            Bank Interest                                                                $       0.17 
                                                                              SUB-TOTAL$ 4014.97 
DEDUCT BMX Track Construction Les Ormsby                      $ 2430.00 
Bank Balance as per August statement 31.8.2008                     $ 1574.97 
 
Transactions Outstanding   $ 10.00 Membership receipt to be banked. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was tabled for acceptance. Moved Len Baxter/John Mangini.  
Carried. 
 
Query was asked about banking with Bendigo to save bank fees and earn interest.   Sally 
would enquire further. 
 

4. CORRESPONDENCE 
IN 
John Kaub, Save Perth Hills, Stoneville Progress Association re Mundaring developments 
CoS re Bullsbrook townsite and Rural Strategy 
Copy of letter to CoS sent by residents in Askrigg Road re heavy vehicle traffic 
CoS re Witchcliffe development 
Jon Kaub re Red Hill Toodyay Road 
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Estill re Hanson Red Hill Quarry SRG 
Judi Moylan re. further environmental forums 
OUT 
Western power re poor power supplies to Hills 
State Administrative Tribunal re overturning of CoS decision and policy 
Judi Moylan re another environmental forum 
CoS re lights in Bunning Road 
Cos re Councillors visiting proposed development sites prior to decision making 
MRD re rubbish on Toodyay Rd blocking stormwater drains 
CORRESPONDENCE – OUT continued 
Water Corp re water and sewerage provisioning for the Hills 
Telstra re poor landline service 
Avon Catchment Group re effect on Avon River of catchment dams and responses 
Alan Carpenter/Colin Barnett re Red Hill and response 
Telstra re mobile phone tower and response 
CoS re Stoneville Road and response  
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
MUNDARING DEVELOPMENTS 
Late notice of agenda items on the open public meeting.  The Council Committee meeting 
would follow, at which the final decision by Councillors would occur.   
The Councillors voted to recommend that WAPC re-zone the Stoneville and Parkerville 
townsite properties to Urban,  lifting the deferred status.   This is on the basis that the Water 
Corporation and relevant Governmental agencies agree that a wastewater treatment solution 
now exists for both townsites.  No report on this “solution” has been released to the 
community though.  The Shire states that these developments will ”facilitate rates growth” 
but has not demonstrated the associated costs. 
 
BULLSBROOK TOWNSITE AND RURAL STRATEGY 
This would be a template for Gidgegannup as CoS officers recommended no development be 
permitted in rural landscape zones, these areas to be retained in their natural state because of 
environmental values, climate change, opposition to further clearing and extreme fire danger.  
GPA had advised that Gidgegannup would not support development and clearing in these 
zones.  
Developers, unfortunately, still wish to sub divided the landscape zones to unsustainable 
levels. 
CoS meeting on 3.9.2008 endorsed the Bullsbrook Townsite and Rural Strategy subject to 
final editing and formatting, and endorsement by WAPC.  The link is: 
www.cityofswan.com.council/minutes/3September2008/b2-1.pdf.   
The Officer recommended that further rural residential development not be supported.     
This is interesting as an Option 2 was proposed – suggest limited rural-residential 
development within the “landscape” precinct to encourage linkage between Bullsbrook 
Townsite and the rural residential area.   It would be limited to a small number of suitable 
properties.  However, this option was turned down as review of the WAPC strategy showed 
this would be inconsistent with the recommendations of the North East Corridor Extension 
Strategy. CoS may be requested to remove this Option prior to WAPC endorsement.   The 
uncertain consequences of climate change on water and bushfire risk in the hills, may result 
in significant liability implications for local councils who consent to residential development 
in these areas. 
The final resolution supported residential subdivision with conditions, recognizing the need 
to provide a link between townsite and rural precincts.   This needs to be carefully analysed 

http://www.cityofswan.com.council/minutes/3September2008/b2-1.pdf
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when the Gidgegannup Place Plan is revisited in 2009 as development of Landscape zoned 
land is not supported by this community and the North Brigadoon development has also met 
with significant local opposition.  The NEHSPP has been quite specific on land use zonings 
and this document is referred to by SPC and WAPC.  
 
WITCHCLIFFE DEVELOPMENT 
CoS had acknowledge GPA correspondence and said they were keeping in contact with the 
developers as to the technologies that would be implemented at the site. 
 
TOODYAY ROAD, RED HILL 
The road urgently required widening and the installation of an additional descent lane. 
Letter sent to Alan Carpenter had met with response “wait for the Orange Route”, to which 
the GPA had replied that it was time to stop handballing what had become an extremely 
urgent issue in the context of proposed development and expansion of existing quarries, 
residential developments and the inappropriateness of installing the Highway through a 
National Park.   The GPA had also contacted Hills Gazette to publicise local frustration with 
the current state of the road and the lack of government remedial action. 
 
HANSON RED HILL QUARRY 
As requested at the Stakeholders Reference Group meeting, Estill had provided further 
elevational and cross-sectional detail as to visual impact.  There was no denying the 
significant negative impact of this proposed development.   
 
TELEPHONE TOWER 
Clearing at the site of the new tower has commenced. 
Telstra have said they will book a site at the Gidge Show and will be demonstration their 
wireless technology in anticipation of the new tower coming on line. 
 
STONEVILLE ROAD WORKS 
Start date is now delayed to mid-October.   Rohini Dias is the co-ordinating Engineer.   The 
GPA would monitor progress and contact CoS if roadworks did not commence as indicated. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 
A series of Forums on renewable energy will shortly commence and invitations will be issued 
soon. Details will be posted on the website when Forum dates and locations are advised. 
 
Inward and outward correspondence was accepted and endorsed. Moved  Mary Davis/Len 
Baxter.  Carried. 
 

5. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT 
It was reported that another MVA accident had occurred at “Brocky’s Corner”.  It was 
observed that Shire of Mundaring appears to be much more proactive with road signage and 
line marking.   Apparently the MRD will install all the lines if the local council just “spots” 
the road.   CoS had negatively responded to this matter in the past, but contact would be made 
again with MRD to determine what exactly CoS was required to do so that more road lineage 
could be painted down.   The Coroner had required arrow signage to be installed on O’Brien 
Road.  However, more signage and road lines was needed throughout the district, including 
O’Brien Rd, Clenton, Rd, Berry Rd and Reserve Rd, including the bridge.   Locals were 
having too many near misses and an accident is waiting to happen.  Locals feel angry at being 
fobbed off by CoS,  we pay significant amounts in rates and taxes, and receive very little 
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return into the community,  especially on safety issues.   GPA would write again to CoS and 
MRD citing the Mundaring/MRD arrangement.   
 
RESERVE ROAD/TOODYAY ROAD T-JUNCTION 
CoS had refused to consider installation of lights to illuminate the t-junction.    Although kerb 
reflectors had been installed, the t-junction was still very difficult to locate in the dark.   Two 
CoS councillors had discovered this when asked by a local to inspect the site after hours.    
Again, another example of how locally paid rates and taxes could be reinvested into the 
community to resolve an ongoing safety issue.    
 
GP SUPERCLINIC 
A second meeting had been held on 20.8.2008 with approximately 200 people attending, 
most of whom were all MD professionals, participants in the health service industry, allied 
health professionals or tenderers. Political reps such as Nicola Roxon and Michelle Roberts 
also attended.  Due to the election at the time, the meeting was more about promotion and 
less about ideas input. 
This $ 10 million joint venture between Federal and State Govts (another clinic to be located 
in Wanneroo) seeks to address the extreme lack of medical service experienced by residents 
in the Swan region. Swan and Wanneroo have the lowest ratio of GPs to patients in the Perth 
metropolitan area.  The concept has now gone to tender,  a 6 week period to lodge EOI is now 
in place and it is expected that an announcement prior to the end of 2008 will announce the 
successful tenderer. 
Concern expressed that the Federal Govt has onerous tendering rules and it was hoped that 
the bureaucratic handling of the tender process will not result in useful community ideas 
being ignored.   The initial meeting had yielded many useful suggestions.  The new clinic 
would be integrated with the new health campus proposed for the Railway workshops site.   
This was a good location as it was a central location and easily accessable by public transport.     
 
FRANK ALBAN 
Frank Alban had won the State seat for Swan Hills.  Frank Alban has already attended several 
GPA meetings, so as to acquaint himself with the issues facing Gidgegannup.   He is 
supportive of locals’ concerns to maintain the aesthetics and environmental values and 
prevent urban sprawl in this rural area.  The GPA looked forward to working with him as he 
is opposed to urbanization in the Hills.  He has attended the Port Bouvard development 
workshops and has acquired a good understanding of issues facing rural areas and 
Gidgegannup community’s stance on development. 
Frank Alban has already shown himself a strong advocate for our area, lobbying to bring 
about change and choice between the UV and GRV rating systems and supporting residents 
and GPA on other issues. 
 
UV/GRV RATING 
Survey forms had been sent to all residents by CoS, and those returned, were now being 
analysed, with survey results to be released soon. 
UV rating generally applied where landholders were using their land to earn income,   land 
value was reassessed every year. 
GRV rating applied to hobby farms where the land was not being commercially used.   The 
value focused on the home’s rental value, which was reassessed every 3 years,  however, 
interim annual rates increases were built in to avoid a third year rates hike.  A landholder 
could swap back to UV if his property use changed.  There was no guarantee that GRV would 
result in a lower rates cost. 
Concern was expressed that rates for larger properties occupied by older folk under the UV 
system, were rapidly making it unaffordable for them to hold onto their land. 
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CoS first sets their annual budget, then assesses the total values of land (value set by Valuer 
General office) and sets the cents per dollar value rating to be imposed on landholders.  
 
WEST GIDGE VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE 
The Brigade advises that Permit season commences 1.10.2008. 
The Soil Dryness Index is already at levels comparable to November.   The lack of rain in the 
last 7 weeks has resulted in lively fire behaviour and spotting occurring at burns.   DEC 
predicts an extreme summer fire season. 
 
6. CLOSURE OF MEETING AND NEXT MEETING DATE 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.25pm.    The next meeting will be 
held on Monday, 20th October, 2008 at 7.30 pm at the Agricultural Society Hall. 
 
 


