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THE GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING  

HELD MONDAY 20TH OCTOBER, 2008 AT 7.30PM 
AT THE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY HALL, OLD TOODYAY ROAD, 

GIDGEGANNUP 
 
 
PRESENT:    Sally Block (Chair) 
                        Michelle Zimmel (Secretary) 
 
Vicki Hamersley, Mark Turner, Peter Jensen, John Mangini, Janet Weir, Jeanette Ashworth, Jan 
Pitman, Len Baxter, Don Robertson, Charmaine Knox, Jeff Burton, Warwick Wylde, Allan 
Lockwood, Mike Bell, Fred Evans 
 
APOLOGIES:   Kingsley Hebiton, Mary Davis, Jean Jensen 
 
The Meeting commenced at 7.30pm by Chairman SALLY BLOCK. 
 
1. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of General Meeting held 15th September 2008 were tabled and accepted. Moved 
John Mangini/Vicki Hamersley.  Unanimously carried. 
 
2. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
NORTH BRIGADOON SUBDIVISION 
Discussions between CoS, the Ombudsman, Commonwealth Government Dept and Brigadoon 
Progress Association are ongoing, as to the significance of the Cockatoo population and whether 
CoS has been negligent in granting approvals.    
 
HANSON PER 
There has been no response to the lengthy GPA submission.  Interesting article in the Financial 
Review newspaper indicates that a potential asset sale in the struggling building materials sector 
could be Hanson and its assets.   It was also noted that Hanson vehicles are travelling with 
uncovered loads, a wheel wash is still not in place and the stockpile has become clearly visible 
from Toodyay Road. 
 
PORT BOUVARD 
Their share price has fallen significantly in present market conditions.  Managing Director Ross 
Neuman and Chairman Michael Perrott are to step down simultaneously from their positions 
next year as a part of a strategic succession plan.  Port Bouvard also intend to sell all of its WA 
assets except for Gidgegannup and Point Grey, to pay off debt.   Point Grey is zoned Urban 
deferred and Gidgegannup Rural.   They will also retain some non core assets.   Port Bouvard  in 
2010 and 2011 will be required to find finance to exercise its options to complete on land under 
contract in Gidgegannup. Announcements by the Company indicate that the overall master plan 
to develop Gidgegannup will be submitted for approval by end of 2008, and now contains 1650 
blocks instead of the 2200 initially planned.   Contrary to statements to the media and ASX, Port 
Bouvard does NOT engage in “constant community consultation” as there has been no contact 
since the workshops, and no discussion as to the plans alluded to, neither details as to block size, 
allocation, distribution etc.  This is a concern.   The community is not being included or 
consulted as to what is planned.    Everyone agreed that the GPA should write to the Company 
outlining these issues and copy the letter to CoS and DPI. 
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BORAL 
GPA had received an information sheet and a summary of the recent SRG meeting.   They have 
not lodged a PER.  Late notice of a meeting to be held this Wednesday morning with an 
explosives consultant.   GPA to attend.   Invitations were extended to EMRC and local 
community groups, but NOT to neighbouring residents.     
 
TELSTRA MOBILE TELEPHONE TOWER 
The height is impressive.   It is still not operational, although Telstra intends that it be working in 
time for the Gidge Show Day as they have booked a stand at the Show and intend to demonstrate 
the phone and internet services it will provide. 
 
WESTERN POWER 
Western Power had responded to GPA letter concerning the ongoing power supply problems.  
This would be discussed in Correspondence. 
 
PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS IN MUNDARING 
The 2 properties will have a combined total of 4000 lots, with significant impact on 
neighbouring areas including Gidgegannup.   Concern was expressed at the inability of local 
roads to handle the traffic, the lack of infrastructure such as water and sewerage, current 
infrastructure unable to cope with the extra demand – electricity, and local services already at 
capacity – schools,  environmental concerns.     It was agreed that the GPA write to the various 
authorities supporting the resolution of these issues before any re-zoning occurs.   Save Perth 
Hills is asking for locals and local groups to make submissions now, as the project has been 
lodged with WAPC for re-zoning to Urban. 
 
TOODYAY ROAD and RED HILL 
Locals very unhappy with the reduction in speed limit which remains in place until the end of 
February 2009.  Two 80kmh signs have been knocked down.  A section of 100kmh limit remains 
and coincides with the most dangerous part of the road.   MRD will not commit to remedial 
works being done earlier than January/February 2009.    Members observed drivers overtaking 
on double white lines, frustration and believed the reduced speed made people drive more 
dangerously.   It was observed that the road surface was safer to drive now that winter was 
finished.  Opinion was that MRD was in pay-back mode against this community which had 
complained for years about the state of the road.    GPA had already written to complain of the 
inconsistency of speed limits and requested that the works program be accelerated.  MRD had 
not obliged.     
 
STONEVILLE ROAD WORKS 
Road works had not commenced in mid October 2008 as promised and the GPA would be 
writing again to push the issue which had dragged on long enough.  It was hoped that CoS had 
not changed their work schedule to coincide with the Toodyay Rd re-surfacing. 
 
WHITE LINES 
No response to GPA correspondence had been received. 
 
JUNCTION OF RESERVE AND TOODYAY ROADS 
No response to GPA correspondence had been received. 
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3. TREASURER REPORT 
 
For the month of September 2008, transactions were as follows: 
Balance forward from August 2008                           $  1574.97 
ADD subscriptions received                                               30.00 
Subtotal                                                                           1604.97 
DEDUCT bank fees                                                              6.00 
                  1/3 share of Gidge Post Box rental                   38.33 
Balance as per September statement  30.9.2008         $ 1560.64 
 
The invoice for Public Liability Insurance has fallen due as at 30.9.2008.    The account of 
$484.00 for     $ 10 million dollars insurance was tabled and proposed that it be accepted for 
payment. Moved  Len Baxter/John Mangini.    Carried. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was tabled for acceptance.  Moved  Len Baxter/Jan Pitman. All in 
favour.   
 
4.  CORRESPONDENCE 
 
IN 
EMRC RE Community Grants Program 
BPA re North Brigadoon Development 
Western Power re outages 
V Hamersley re Western Power entry to property 
DPI re Gidgegannup Development 
SAT re CoS Planning Policies 
Gnangara Sustainability Strategy E bulletin 
Water Corp re Gidgegannup Development and provision of scheme water  
Boral Quarry info sheet and Stakeholder session notes 
CoS Australia Day awards 
Various re Toodyay Rd speed limit changes 
CoS item – change basis for land valuation for many properties 
CoS item re Proposed Structure Plan 154 for Lots 556 and 557 Clenton Road 
Save Perth Hills re submission to WAPC on development 
Mt Helena Ratepayers Association report re pedestrian flow across Gt Eastern Hwy, Mundaring 
Agenda and Minutes re EMRC Community meeting 
Colin McDougall re correspondence in Hills Gazette on proposed rail line through the Hills 
Report resident re accident on Toodyay Road 
Report resident re Townsite land requiring slashing of grass 
CoS re report of lights out on Bunning Road 
 
OUT 
MRD re rubbish collection and Toodyay Rd speed limits and works timetable 
EMRC re Toodyay Rd rubbish 
CoS re properties in proposed townsite with long grass 
CoS thanked for the Info Expo evening 
CoS re lights out in Bunning Road 
MRD re white line markings on Gidgegannup Roads 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE 
 
EMRC 
They have approved the allocation of the Grant applied for by the GPA. 
 
BRIGADOON PROGRESS ASSOCIATION and NORTH BRIGADOON DEVELOPMENT 
They are still discussing the issue with the Ombudsman and Environmental authorities. 
 
WESTERN POWER 
Their letter apologized for the outages in Gidgegannup.  These initially were caused by the 
Sawyers Valley substation poor performance, its 300km of overhead lines traversing thick 
vegetation and birds. The $1.5 million upgrade completed 2006/07 divided it into 3 sections and 
increased the maintenance to keep it clear of vegetation.   But recent outages were caused by a 
major fault in one piece of equipment which was causing blackouts and brownouts.  This has 
been rectified.   Western Power also identified steady but significant growth in demand in 
Gidgegannup in the years ahead.  Members affected by the outages should contact Western 
Power on 131087 for a claim form.  Western Power have upgraded the Chidlow feeder and the 
Sawyers Valley substation and appear to not to be installing a new substation in the 
Gidgegannup area, as outlined at the Forum two years ago. 
 
V HAMERSLEY re WESTERN POWER CONTRACTORS ENTERING PROPERTIES 
Tree lopping contractors have been very active in this area.  They have entered properties 
without prior permission, locked residents out by cutting their padlocks and installing Western 
Power ones. Last week’s article in the Farm Weekly spoke of an Eastern States contractor who 
entered a cropped property to inspect lines.   Instead of remaining on firebreaks, several hundred 
meters of new tracks were carved into the mature canola crop, and then more crop was ruined 
when they became bogged and the landholder had to pull them out with his tractor.   A minimal 
amount of compensation was paid.  Local residents told of their own experiences with Western 
Power – gates not being shut despite livestock being clearly visible in the paddock.  Cattle 
escaped into neighbouring properties, could have gotten out onto the road, contractors refusing 
to acknowledge responsibility, they left 4 gates open when they left..  Another member had his 
gate chain cut without permission and 2 new separate padlocks installed by contractors entering 
his property without consent.  Another had contractors wanting to enter at short notice, driving 
across wet paddocks, driving through bush firebreaks under rehabilitation and getting bogged, 
instead of remaining on the main track.   
Members expressed concern that their safety and security of possessions was at risk.    They 
were advised to check their insurance policies for adequate farm public liability coverage and 
acquire a farm policy for theft etc,  to protect possessions not covered by the standard household 
contents insurance policy.  
GPA would write to Western Power to relate difficulties caused by their contractors, the need for 
them to show courtesy and respect by arranging access by prior notice and maintaining farm 
security by closing gates immediately they are driven through. 
 
DPI re GIDGEGANNUP DEVELOPMENT 
A letter received from Eric Lumsden has been posted on the Community website.   It responded 
to the petition by the community.   It acknowledged the need to reconsider the timing and scale 
of existing and proposed development in the NE corridor.  The DPI has resolved to require 
developers conform to the development of sustainable communities by incorporating sustainable 
design practices, creating local employment, providing diverse and affordable housing and fund 
a local public transport system to provide options to reliance on private motor vehicles.   
Development applications to rezone or development would be closely scrutinized . 
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Concern was raised about the relevance of the NEHSPP with the forthcoming re-visitation of the 
Gidgegannup Rural Strategy.   It was felt that the NEHSPP required reassessment, and it was 
essential that the community be made aware of State plans to do so and be given the opportunity 
to participate in this process.   The GPA will write to DPI and City of Swan concerning this 
issue. 
  
SAT re CoS PLANNING POLICIES 
This letter was received in response to GPA letter outlining concerns that local planning policies 
for Dams and other issues were being overridden on appeal to SAT.   Their letter was unhelpful 
as it was roundabout and merely acknowledged the consideration of information to hand and did 
not explain the grounds for overturning the original decision by CoS to refuse consent for the 
dam expansion. 
 
GNANGARA SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY E BULLETIN 
GPA attended the numerous forums concerning the sustainable use of water.   Notes are 
available for those wanting to know more. 
 
WATER CORPORATION re GIDGEGANNUP DEVELOPMENT AND SCHEME WATER 
Letter written by Steve Hillier indicated that provision of scheme water to Gidgegannup had not 
progressed beyond initial concept plans and preliminary discussions with developers.  Although 
the route would likely be via Mt Helena, WAWA could not provide further detail as no planning 
had been done to determine the route, type, timing of water and sewer services as the land was 
still zoned rural and no planning would be undertaken until it was zoned urban. 
 
CoS AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS SCHEME 
Application forms are now available for Citizenship award nominations. They close 28.11.2008. 
 
TOODYAY ROAD SPEED LIMIT CHANGES 
The community website forum contains many interesting comments from locals. 
 
MT HELENA RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION re PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC ACROSS GT E. 
HWY 
The MHRPA is concerned that pedestrian safety across Gt Eastern Highway is being 
compromised by the lack of a clear and protected crossing zone.  Mundaring Council has 
objected on the basis of cost but will commit to improving the median strip and installing 
protective barriers. 
 
EMRC COMMUNITY MEETINGS 
GPA attended the meeting which discussed ongoing odour and noise issues, which are under 
investigation, the kangaroo population on their eastern property which is soon to be fenced, the 
waste water treatment plant which was supported by Mundaring council, groundwater 
contamination from earlier landfill pits AND rubbish on Toodyay Road. 
The Justice Department has now commenced sending prisoner-crews to collect rubbish from 
Toodyay Road verges on a monthly basis.  Red Hill remains an eyesore, A mattress, reported as 
rubbish some weeks ago, is yet to be removed even though Main Roads say rubbish reported 
will be cleared in 48 hours. EMRC to enact a “local law” to allow them to fine people caught 
dumping rubbish in the land adjoining their site or carrying insecure loads.  Fine to be maximum 
$ 500 and quick court processing.  Locals observing littering by others should take photographic 
evidence, vehicle number plate details, and other information, and be prepared to attend court 
and give evidence to assist in prosecution. 
GPA to write again to MRD and remind them of the rubbish and mattress on Red Hill. 
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COLIN McDOUGALL re CHIDLOW RAILWAY LINK 
His letter in the recent Hills Gazette stated some very interesting reasoning as to why this service 
should be reactivated along this route.    GPA was cc’d this letter and it is available for perusal. 
 
TOWN SITE LAND AND FIRE HAZARD 
The owners were issued with a Notice to Reduce Hazard.   This followed from a letter received 
from a local concerned at the long grass.   The owners are now required to slash the grass or 
bring in livestock to eat it down. 
 
BUNNING ROAD LIGHTS OUT 
CoS has referred resident to contact Western Power direct. 
 
CHANGED PROPERTY RATINGS BASIS – UV to GRV 
A significant number of landholders had opted to convert to the GRV rating method. 
 
LOTS 556 and 557 CLENTON ROAD DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 
The original application has been amended to reduce the number of lots by 1 and create 2 access 
routes to provide egress during a fire event. 
 
Inward and outward correspondence was accepted and endorsed.  
Moved Allan Lockwood/Jeff Burton.   Carried. 
 
5.  GENERAL BUSINESS 
  
SHIRE BOUNDARIES and GIDGEGANNUP DEVELOPMENT 
Toodyay and Chittering Shires are proposing to amalgamate in the interests of finance and 
efficiency and it was proposed that Gidgegannup make enquiry to explore the options of 
separating from CoS, incorporating with another Shire or becoming a standalone district.   This 
has arisen from long term local dissatisfaction with the services and funding provided by CoS.  
Local feeling is that CoS is urbanised in their approach and has attitudes and agendas 
incompatible and out of touch with this rural area. 
Factors considered were: 

1. Information needs to be acquired as to the rating basis on landholders.   Are these 2 councils 
financially insecure because of low rating scales and small ratepayer base, mis-management by 
councils, would someone like Gidgegannup be viewed as a rich source of income and rated to 
support shortfalls elsewhere.  Council finances would require close scrutiny. The subdivision of 
Morangup contributes significantly to Toodyay’s rates income. 

2. Save the Perth Hills has been representing local residents who have been trying for a long time 
to leave Shire of Mundaring and join with CoS.    Signatures from 250 rate payers are required to 
call a rate payers meeting.   We must be careful who we choose to align with, and whether the 
Council we leave is really as bad by comparison with others.  Perhaps more campaigning is 
required to ensure more of our rates are returned to the local community by the provision of 
services more appropriate to this area.    Locals in Mundaring are so unhappy that a vote of no 
confidence was a real possibility. 

3. Development.  Toodyay Council is actively supporting development.Gidgegannup is ripe for 
development and we may not receive the support and protection we currently enjoy from our 
local representation. 

4. Land Tax.   Perth is expanding rapidly to the north and south and not so to the east.  The tax 
impost needs consideration due to the rurality of Gidgegannup.   The “Avon Arc” plan was 
outlined – encompassing Wundowie, Northam, York, Beverley and Gingin, which details future 
plans for eastern expansion and the provision of roads, development nodes, airport and railway 
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linkage.  In the future it is conceivable that this will become Perth Outer Metropolitan for land 
tax purposes. 

5. Could Gidgegannup afford to become a standalone Council.   The cost of local administration 
and other overheads was not supported by current rates income.  Although the traditional rural 
shire concerned itself with rates, roads and rubbish, today’s requirements were more complex 
and there was a wider range of issues to consider.  

6. Community compatibility.    Would Gidgegannup be compatible with the attitudes of the towns 
and communities in other Shires.  It was noted that Toodyay has become very Perth-i-fied in its 
outlook. There was a lot of division within the community, the main street was choked by traffic 
on the weekends, yet outlying towns such as Goomalling were quintessential country towns.  
Gidgegannup is very fortunate to have the internal harmony it does. 

7. Local influence on the Council.   Toodyay is more politically factionalised. Although 
Gidgegannup is a small part of CoS, recent campaigning by GPA and the intervention of 
representatives such as Frank Alban have helped redress this somewhat.  The recent success with 
the ratings basis change from UV to GRV demonstrates this.  

8. Could the Hills areas unite as one Shire under the proposed Perth Hills Planning Bill?    The area 
stretches from Bullsbrook to Serpentine and is extremely diverse.  Amalgamation would be very 
difficult to administer due to the extreme range of rurality and unbanisation.  This is similar to 
the issue we face as the rural part of CoS. 

9. There is a larger picture.     Besides the GRS, NEHSPP, there also exist other concepts – the 
Stephenson Plan, Network City,  development along railway routes, reestablishment of rail as 
the means to reduce reliance on the car and reduce costs of maintaining and expanding roads, 
WAPC owns areas of land in Toodyay Shire alongside the railway in the Avon Valley, 
development of a new railway station in Caversham,  ongoing major subdivisions in Toodyay,  
the development of Ellenbrook in isolation and how this may be better incorporated in the future.  
In the light of this, the development of Gidgegannup townsite which has no water or sewer or 
rail, is complicated by extreme environmental constraints, seems less favourable than other areas 
with fewer complications and which are already serviced by advanced infrastructure. 
 
After extensive discussion, it was resolved that the GPA research the issue by enquiring as to the 
ratings scale of Toodyay and Chittering shires, their financial management,  policies and plans 
for the future. 
 
WEEDS ON TOODYAY and LOCAL ROADS 
Members noted that Watsonia infestation was expanding along the verges of Toodyay Road, 
corner Toodyay and OBrien Road, further along OBrien Road (approx 5km north of Toodyay 
Road t-junction). 
There was a spreading infestation of bracken in Clenton Road water reserve on the eastern 
boundary of McCarthy Park. It was well established on the verge and within the reserve which 
held a magnificent stand of Melaleuca trees. 
The GPA would contact MRD and CoS requesting these issues be dealt with. 
 
OBRIEN ROAD 
Western Power contractors had cut a trench across the road during 2008 to connect underground 
power to Lot 124.  The road repair has now collapsed and a trench has developed across the 
road.  The adjacent verge has also subsided.  GPA would contact CoS to request remedial works. 
 
GIDGEGANNUP SHOW DAY 
The Show was to occur this Saturday 25 October 2008.  Volunteers were required to assist on 
Friday night to complete the competition place getting award certificates.  Contact Allan 
Lockwood for details. 
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6. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING AND NEXT MEETING DATE 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm. 
The next Meeting will be held on Monday 17th November, 2008 commencing 7.30pm at the 
Agricultural Society Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


