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Next Meetings: 16th February, 16th March, 2009 at 7.30 pm at the Agricultural 
Society Hall, Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup 20th April, at 7.30 pm venue to be 
announced.   These Meetings are open to all members of the community. 
 
Development: Nominations for the Townsite Liaison Committee have been extended 
to 28th February 2009.  
 
Development in the Hills looks to be some way off with the recent financial climate 
affecting funding for the provision of infrastructure. 
 
Also the recent tragic events in Victoria highlight the need for very careful planning 
for development in bush fire prone areas.   Building design, situation of building 
envelopes, fire breaks around properties and infrastructure, fire management plans.   
There are also environmental grounds, whether some areas should be built on at all.   
Under the Gidgegannup Rural Strategy strong guidelines were laid down as to land 
capability for development, particularly in the landscape zoned areas.   With the 
revision of the Place plan coming up we need to look at all these factors carefully. 
 
Fire Management: Another responsibility we have in the Hills, is that we chose to 
live here in the knowledge that Bush Fire can and does happen.   We have to be able 
to protect our properties, not rely on “someone else to do this”.   Please consider 
joining the local Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades, attending the BRAG meetings and 
seeking advice on how best to prepare your property in the event of Bush Fire. 
 
The GPA’s May meeting will be a public Community Safety Meeting at which we 
hope to have representatives from FESA and the local Fire Brigades to talk about 
Bush Fire safety and awareness.   We also hope to have a Police presence re. Rural 
Watch problems.   This will be confirmed in the next Gidgegram. 
 
Telstra: We are still waiting information from Telstra as to whether the phone tower 
can be made more efficient.   There was also an outage of about 200 land line phones 
recently.   For some people this took nearly a week normal service to be resumed.   
Satellite phones could not be supplied in many cases and the mobile phone coverage 
in the area is not reliable.   This makes a nonsense of the suggestion that there could 
be an electronic early warning system via land line or SMS.   In our most fire prone 
areas there is little mobile phone coverage and an unreliable land line system with the 
lines being above ground.   Suggestions have been air raid sirens throughout Gidge 
(35000 ha!) and some even less practical.   Best bet is to have a battery radio and stay 
tuned to ABC radio. 
 
Hanson’s Quarry: More complaints to Hanson on the dust on the Toodyay Road and 
request for news on the long awaited wheel wash.   It seems that the roads are being 
swept at least once a week and the wheel wash is still in the design stage.  If you 
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suffer damage to your vehicle please complain to Cliff Kelly the Manager at the 
Quarry, noting time, date, place and if a truck is involved the number. 
 
Toodyay Road: Still complaining about the surface – the magical blue metal 
disappearing trick.   Some line markings are being put on the road at last.  Main Roads 
seem to be remarkably quiet on the subject. 
 
Local Roads: We have requested that the long awaited white line be put down the 
centre of Stoneville Road.   
 
Western Power:  Re. Time gap between cutting and mulching – there is a 
requirement for mulching to be done by the end of the same day the trees are cut. 
Problems this year as one of the mulchers broke down.   Western Power hope to start 
the cutting process earlier in the year and aim to finish cutting by 30th November.   
They will increase the number of mulchers 
 
Residents have been unclear who is responsible for pruning which trees:  Guidelines 
and a brochure can be downloaded from 
www.westernpower.com.au/mainContent/safety/treesPowerlines/ClearanceZonesResp
onsibilities.html?word=vegetation 
 
All contractors are required to fix signs to their vehicles saying they are an approved  
Western Power contractor. 
 
Contractors are required to carry appropriate FESA approved fire-fighting equipment. 
 
The Contractor are required to make a reasonable attempt to notify the occupier or 
owner that they intend to enter the property.   If the owner is not there, the contractor 
is required to leave a card with a contact number.   Notices will be put in community 
newspapers, the Gidgegram and on the community website. 
 
Contractors have been instructed to reinforce the importance of closing gates and 
exercising care when locking padlocks on chains. 
 
If damage is caused through the negligence of the crews or contractors, Western 
Power are obliged to repair the damage, reimburse the cost of repairs or pay 
compensation.   Report any damage as soon as possible to Western Power on 13 10 87 
or a Customer Damage Report Form can be downloaded from www.western.com.au  
 
EMRC Community Meetings: The meeting discussed Litter Collection on Toodyay 
Road, Odour, Noise, Kangaroos, Fire Fighting, ground water contamination, 
recycling, ants, and other matters.   More information in our minutes or from the 
EMRC website..   The road way between the two cells has been excavated and is now 
rapidly filled.   The cell near the transfer station has been sealed over with top soil and 
will be rehabilitated by planting in autumn.   Three of the leachate ponds are currently 
being relined and a leak detection system will be installed beneath the liners. 
 
There are many other issues discussed and acted on at our meetings, read our minutes 
on the website or come along and take part, become a member and participate in 
shaping the future of Gidgegannup for the benefit of our very special community.  
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