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GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC. 
 
gpa@gidgenet.com.au 
 
www.gidgegannup.info 
 
Next Meetings: 15th June, 2009, 20th July (AGM).   These Meetings are open to all 
members of the community. 
 
Development: The information sessions were held with about 90 people attending.   
The proposed four sessions were rolled into two three hour sessions.  The Master Plan 
was displayed at the meeting and presentations from consultants took place.   
Unfortunately there was limited discussion time but a document has been issued by 
Port Bouvard with responses to all the questions posed at the meetings.  This together 
with the Master plan will be distributed to all ratepayers.   
 
Some misconceptions as to where the GPA stood with regard to development of the 
Townsite, and the GPA issued the following;  
 
“Port Bouvard released a Media Release on 7th May in which it was quoted that the 
Gidgegannup Progress Association supported the Master plan lodged by Port Bouvard 
with the City of Swan and the WAPC. 
 
The GPA when made aware of this Release complained to Port Bouvard that this was 
not their position and Port Bouvard issued an amended Media Release. 
 
Unfortunately this amended Media Release does not seem to have reached some  
newspapers. 
 
The GPA’s position is that we do support development in the Gidgegannup Townsite 
in line with the Gidgegannup Rural Strategy and North Eastern Hills Settlement Plan.   
We do have concerns with the Master Plan  for a number of reasons one of the main 
ones being the projected density and lot size to accommodate 4500 residents in a 
space which was designed for 1400 in 1992, which has now been reduced even further 
by about 20% due to environmental constraints to protect wetlands, watercourses, 
vegetation and slopes.   These concerns regarding population number were raised at 
our presentation at the Port Bouvard Forums in 2008. 
 
It is felt that the size of lots and density does not address one of the main points of the 
NEHSPP, The Hills Lifestyle, which is summarized as being “to provide an 
alternative to the suburban way of life by allowing residential living, hobby farming, 
recreation, business enterprises and many other pursuits within a  bushland setting.   
Residential developments in the area have often catered for housing and lifestyle 
choices, which do not exist elsewhere in Perth.” 
 
We feel it is necessary to protect this Hills Lifestyle for existing and future residents.” 
 
It will be several months before any Plan is issued by the City of Swan for public 
comment and rezoning of the Townsite land under the MRS and TPS17 will also be 
subject to public comment. 
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Once people have had a chance to look at the Plan forward your comments and 
queries to members of the Townsite Liaison Group and/or the GPA.   We have asked 
Port Bouvard to attend one of our meetings to listen to the community.  We will also 
be asking our Councillors and MLA to do likewise.   
 
Hanson: Still complaints about dust on the road outside Hanson quarry – we are 
informed that the sweeper is contracted to sweep a minimum of once per week which 
normally happens on a Wednesday, during busy periods Hanson request extra 
sweeping.   The drain and grate that is to be installed across the entrance road has now 
arrived onsite.   It will be installed towards the end of May. 
 
EMRC:  Buffer zones for the Waste facility are 500 metres to residential areas.   The 
next landfill cell will be closer to the Toodyay Road than 500 metres after which they 
will be moving to the south and south east.   The EMRC will be taking a number of 
measures to mitigate the impacts. 
 
Differential Rates:  The rate in the dollar has been increased by 5% for GRV 
properties which valuation remains the same as last year and 6.8% for UV properties 
which are in the process of being re-valued by Landgate at this stage suggesting a 
decrease in valuations of approximately 1.8%. 
 
Toodyay Road:  Seems the bad surface on the Toodyay is caused by Main Roads 
being forced to cover patches too early before the volatiles in the bitumen in the 
asphalt have had a chance to evaporate out, or some patches in the repair have too 
much bitumen.   Then the next surface on the bitumen spray rate has to be adjusted to 
compensate, this can result in the surface going “fatty” with too much bitumen or with 
two little there is not enough binder to hold the stones and “stripping” or loss of stone 
occurs.   Either way a slick surface is left which becomes slippery in Winter and is 
worse in Summer as it is picked up by the tyres which can carry it for great distances, 
extending the problem and leaving Main roads with a maintenance problem.   This 
problem occurs because Main Roads try to get repairs done as quickly as possible to 
satisfy the travelling public.   
 
 


