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GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.  
gpa@gidgenet.com.au 
www.gidgegannup.info 
 
Next Meetings:   21st June, 2010 at 7.00 pm (Hon. Alison Xamon re. Perth Hills Planning Bill), 
19th July, 2010 (AGM) at 7.30 pm at the Agricultural Society Hall, Toodyay Road, 
Gidgegannup.   These Meetings are open to all members of the community. Apologies from Hon. 
Alison Xamon who was not able to attend the May meeting due to illness. 
 
Development Townsite:   Port Bouvard have now issued a media statement to the effect that 
they have cancelled their future options for the nominated townsite and rural land holdings.   The 
future of the 463 ha, designated as Gidgegannup town centre, now lies with the original owner, 
Michael Coleman. 
 
As we receive information we will keep the community informed.   This is not entirely a 
surprise.   
 
Survey: Thank you to all those who participated in the Survey.   The results are available on the 
community website and a hard copy of the graphs and statistics (some 7 pages) will be put at the 
Newsagents.   Copies can be emailed to those wishing to have them.   The full Survey document 
is 78 pages long and is an explicit document of the way the community would like to see the 
Gidgegannup Townsite develop.   Copies have been forwarded to the DPI, WAPC and the City.  
 
Perth Hills Planning Bill: This Bill will be going before Parliament in the near future.   The 
GPA’s position has been not to support this Bill but rather a State Planning Policy to protect the 
Hills area.   The Environment needs protection but so do people’s property rights.   The Bill has 
now been revised and the Hon. Alison Xamon will be attending our meeting in June to give a 
presentation seeking our support for this Bill. 
 
Proposed Rezoning from ‘General Rural” to ‘Special Rural’ several lots between Reen 
and Reserve Roads: This application to amend Local Planning Scheme (LPS) 17 so that these 
properties are rezoned from ‘General Rural’ to ‘Special Rural’ is causing some concern from 
surrounding residents. 
 
This amendment is intended to fulfil the recommendation of the Council and WAPC endorsed 
Gidgegannup Rural Strategy (‘the Strategy’_ for the sub-division and development of the subject 
sites.   The Strategy was endorsed by Council in November 2004 and by the WAPC in July 2006. 
 
Under the Strategy the subject lots have been identified within the “Rural Small Holdings” 
Precinct as have several other areas in Gidgegannup.   This is intended to facilitate sub-division 
and development for rural living purposes with a minimum lot size of 4 ha and an average of 6 
ha.   This sub division and development was intended to be based on a comprehensive local 
structure plan or outline development plan, which was possible under the ‘General Rural’ zoning 
of TPS9.  
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Since the introduction of LPS17, however the requirement for structure planning within the 
scheme area has been limited to specific zones listed under Part 5A.   The ‘General Rural’ zone 
is not included within the ‘structure planning areas’ of the scheme, and as such landowners are 
not required to submit a structure plan prior to requesting subdivision, and any submitted 
structure plan is not able to be assessed or endorsed under Part 5A of the Scheme. 
 
It is considered that a comprehensive structure plan is still required to facilitate the proposed 
subdivision and development of the subject lots.   As a result it is considered entirely appropriate 
to amend LPS17 to rezone the subject lots to a zone that fits within the ‘structure planning area’ 
definition. 
 
It is considered that the ‘Special Rural’ zone is the most appropriate ’structure planning area as 
this provides the opportunity to include specific provisions for the subject lots that relate to the 
minimum lot size and development considerations identified under the Gidgegannup Rural 
Strategy.   A draft structure plan has been prepared and can be viewed at the City of Swan by 
contacting Jarrod Ross on 9267 9444 – submissions to be  made in writing before 23rd June 2010. 
 
Differential Rates:Proposed rates will be advertised for public comment from the 20th May, 
2010.   Given significant cost pressures over the past years an overall increase of 7.5% is 
required to allow 5.5% for operational requirements and 2% for the Future Infrastructure 
Reserve.   GRV remain the same as last financial year whilst UV are in the process of being 
revalued by Landgate, at this stage suggesting a decrease in valuations of approximately 5%. 
 
To achieve an overall increase of 7.5% the rate in the dollar has been increased by 7.5% for GRV 
properties and due to the revaluation of UV properties, the rate in the dollar has been increased in 
the range of 13.91 to 14.11%.   The GPA will be making a submission regarding the Rates. 
  
Trail Bikes: The City have responded on points raised: Permission is required from the property 
owner/occupier prior to riding on private property, preferably in writing.   Limitation for riding is 
2 hours, which refers to a provision of the Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997 
and has the purpose of restricting these equipments usage/operation, as they generally exceed the 
assigned noise levels.   Other conditions for this limitation is the nuisance it represents to the 
surrounding neighbours. The size of property is independent to the two hour limitation as the 
nuisance generated in a large block depending on where/how the off-road vehicle is ridden may 
affect the surrounding neighbourhood just as much.   Further queries please contact Community 
Safety and Places business unit on 9267 9267. 
 
Senior’s Fuel Card: Our MLA, Frank Alban, attended the meeting and the topic of the Fuel 
Card was raised.   None have been issued in the Metropolitan Area.   The related issue of public 
transport was raised as well and again it was queried if the community would wish to have a bus.   
Your views are needed on this.  
 
If you wish for more information please attend our meetings and if you wish,  become a member. 
 


