
 1

GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.  

gpa@gidgenet.com.au 

www.gidgegannup.info 

Next Meetings:    19th September, 17th October, 21st November, 2011 at 7.30 pm at the Agricultural 
Society Hall, Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup. 
 
 Water Corporation Land – Reen Road:  DEC have indicated that the environmental values are 
very high and should be preserved as a nature reserve.   A meeting is to be arranged with DEC 
Hills District Manager and City early in August to discuss various options.  City will advise further 
when they have more information. 
 
Dams on Water Courses and Related Matters:   Letter from Minister received regarding Dams 
on Water Courses and Related Matters outlining the action taken by the Department of Water and 
expressing that they have investigated the matter in question but asking for notification of any 
problems regarding on or off stream dams.   
 
The DoW is in the process of implementing a dry season response and the Minister has been 
advised that due consideration is being given to issues associated with the take of water in dry 
climatic conditions.   The DoW is also in the process of determining allocation limits for surface 
water in our area and this process includes a consideration of changing climatic conditions. 
 
Alrambra Rural Living Project Design Workshops: Members of the GPA attended the 
Presentation of the outcomes of the workshops.   Two further designs were presented, both 
different from the original concept but similar to each other.   Comments and input were sought 
from those attending.   Some residents are concerned regarding the development and how it will 
impact them and question whether they will be allowed to develop as well.   Various comments 
were made re. water, traffic and fire management.   This input will be taken by the proponents to 
the WAPC and the City.    
 
One of the outcomes could be a complete review of the Gidgegannup Rural Strategy as this would 
appear to be the only way to treat all residents and landowners with equity. 
 
 Parking of Commercial Vehicles Amendment 40:. This situation now lies with the Minister and 
we will await his decision.   Although there has been a vocal lobby about the protection of 
commercial vehicle owners, it has to be remembered that the rights of all property owners need to 
be protected.   Most residents and landowners who have perceived they have a problem with this 
proposed Amendment have found, after discussion with the City, that these problems can be 
overcome.    
 
Criminal activity: 
Most of the activity this month is focused on Trail Bikes. 
 
Off road vehicle activity was reported as occurring on Lots 10 and 11 Lilydale Road. This is Main 
Road Reserve and the property had been entered by cutting the lock and installing the riders own 
lock  on more than one occasion.   Up to  ten riders were accessing the property on Sundays and 
riding from 8.30 am to 3.00 pm.  Customer Advocates from the City of Swan to visited the property 
on 31st July and verbal contact was made with 2 of the alleged 10 offenders.   The riders claimed 
that they were not allowed to utilise the off road area at the Gnangara Pine Plantation and were 
given permission to utilise the above location as they had keys to access the site.   Main Roads 
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have confirmed that no permission was given and new padlocks have now been placed on the 
gates to the area and Main Roads have provided the Customer Advocates with keys to the site.   
The 10 alleged offenders will be receiving letters this week advising them that any future use of this 
property for off road vehicle activity may result in the issued of infringement notices.   It has also 
been reiterated that Main Roads do not permit the use of the site for off road vehicles and that the 
regulations for the use of off road vehicle at the Gnangara Pine Plantation have not changed and 
therefore they were able to access this permitted area. 
 
The second incidence of trail bikes related to three trail bikes that have been prevalent in the North 
Gidgegannup area and it is believed that they have been riding illegally on the roads, riding in 
Reserves and cutting chains and locks to access private property to ride.   30th June the three 
bikes were reported as being outside a property on Reserve Road with no riders in sight, the 
landowner attended, found two male riders outside the gate to the property and the third female 
rider emerging from the property with a half full plastic bottle of petrol in her hand.   When asked 
what they were doing the female rider responded that they had knocked on the door and finding no 
one at home took the petrol from a fire unit parked on the property.   Subsequently it appeared that 
outbuildings had been entered.   Syphoning apparatus was found by the fire unit.  It is alleged 
threats were made to the landowner during the confrontation.   The riders refuelled one of the trail 
bikes and then took off down Reserve Road.  The riders were described as follows.   One male 
was of medium height possibly 5’9” with mid length curly mid brown hair and very distinctive heavy 
eyebrows, wearing a blue and white helmet and padded blue and white clothing riding a blue and 
white bike.   The girl was about 5’4” of medium build with pale complexion and dark hair drawn 
back off her face, she wore a blue helmet and her bike was black and red.   The other male was 
taller than the first and of a broader build wearing dark top and pants with dark hair.   None of the 
bikes had number plates.   Mundaring Police have been informed but keep a look out for these 
three. 
 
Proposed Water Resources Management Bill: The Minister confirms that the Water Resources 
Management Bill is not currently being progressed while the Government considers its options 
regarding the Bill.   Should drafting recommence there will be an extensive period of public 
consultation.   The Minister is advised that a longer than usual statute of limitations could be 
justified.   The GPA has asked Frank Alban to monitor the progress of this important Bill. 
 
Community Task Force: The  latest site map shows considered and favoured sites for the 
Resource Recovery Facility at Redhill, which was part of the scoping document submitted to the 
EPA.  The preferred site has been moved (slightly closer to Toodyay Road and the proposed 
Orange Route reserve) after the fact .  

The Community Partnership Agreement has now been completed in first version and is expected 
to be submitted to the EMRC Council in August.  All those who made submissions and comments, 
should receive a response from Steve Fitzpatrick to particular issues.  We spent quite some time 
discussing all, but a number were not included in the final document for a variety of different 
reasons.  

The Community Task Force has one remaining meeting to finalise draft input to Tender Evaluation 
Criteria (from the work done in preparing the CPA) and to discuss what form an ongoing 
Community Engagement Group for the life of the Resource Recovery Facility might take. 

EMRC: Meeting attended by GPA representative who raised issue of rubbish from trucks entering 
the site.   Quotes are being sought for CCTV cameras at the gate to the Red Hill facility.   Appears 
notices of opening times are not supported by City as rubbish may be dumped in laybys, where 
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signage appears.   What happens in reality is that the rubbish is dumped in Gidgegannup instead.   
One case of illegal tipping reported at junction of Roland Road/Toodyay Road. 
 
Update provide on the noise study in relation to Landfill Gas and Power. 
 Odour problems have also been reported.   
 Ibis numbers are reported at 30 on site. 
Three dead Long Necked Turtles have been found in a dam in Christmas Tree Creek.   It appears 
they died from botulism. 
1.2 hectares on the Stage 12 landfill cell have been revegetated with 3500 native tubestock and 
overseeding of native herbaceous varieties. 
The plume is receding from the National Park. 
Water Corporation project has not progressed since the previous meeting. 
RRF – PER expected to occur later this year or early next year.   EMRC will most likely borrow 
funding with member councils guaranteeing the loan.   This will depend on Local Government 
boundary review. 
A feasibility study was being conducted on importing scheme water up Toodyay Road to Red Hill.   
This could impact on development in that area of Gidgegannup. 
Reports of soil being transported on to Toodyay Road – to be followed up. 
Query as to when last Department of Justice clean up.  EMRC to follow up 
Query as to amount of mulch permitted in trailers – EMRC to follow up. 
Next meeting 5th October, 2011 at 6.00 pm.  
 
Perth Hills Bush Fire Review: This is now available on line. 
  
Peter Brock Memorial: Raised with Minister as to whether this can be relocated to Barbagallo 
Race Track or Langley Park.   Bev Brock supports this request. 

Street Lighting: Western Power operates and maintains the majority of the lights. Only some 
decorative lighting in the town centres is operated and maintained by the City. If there are any 
problems with lights, or they remain on in the day, they should be reported to Western Power on 
1800 622 008. 

As to the cost, or who pays. The City of Swan pays an electricity charge for street lighting but it is 
not based on an actual usage figure. It is based on the number of lights and the type of light bulb. 
The type of bulb determines the electricity usage per annum times the number of poles/lights. If the 
lights are on in the day, Western Power pays the cost. Similarly , though, if the lights are not 
working, the City are paying a usage charge anyway. 

Customer Service Charter: As to the Customer Service Charter and response times. The current 
charter requires the City to respond to written correspondence at 80% within 10 working days of 
receipt. An acknowledgement of receipt, however should always be sent even if the 20% take 
longer to respond to. The new Charter, which the GPA commented on, is being finalised and going 
to Council in September has more stringent requirements.  

Should complaints etc not be dealt with satisfactorily then the State Ombudsman should be asked 
to do an independent assessment. 
 
GPA Memberships: Memberships of $10 per head are now due and payable by cheque, cash, or 
eft to our Bendigo Bank account.   Thank you for your continuing support.  
 


