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GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.  

gpa@gidgenet.com.au 

www.gidgegannup.info 

Next Meetings, 15th April,  20th May 2013 at 7.30 pm at the Agricultural Society Hall, Toodyay Road, 
Gidgegannup. 

 Proposed Junior Motorcycle Training Facility O’Brien Road:  Minister has not confirmed 
attendance as yet to an on site meeting.   Hopefully now the State Election is settled and John Day 
has been returned as Minister for Planning, a date will be arranged. 

Concerns expressed re. recent wildfire in Walyunga National Park caused by sparks from train and 
danger this could present from motorbike usage.   Confirmation of extreme danger from allowing 
such a use. One small spark, or hot exhaust can destroy thousands of acres and people's homes. 

EMRC have notified GPA that they do not wish to accommodate  MWA on their site.   It appears 
that they feel there could be a noise issue.   This is despite initial good response to the suggestion.  
The EMRC have not qualified their refusal.  

 Sealing Joseph Road: Work progress on this appears to be very slow. The City have now 
confirmed that they will be including funds in the draft budget for 2013-14 for this work. 

 Dog Attacks:  These are ongoing.   Fourteen properties have been affected that we know of.   
Nearly 160 sheep have been killed, 4 alpacas and one calf.   Purely because people cannot control 
their dogs.   A sad reflection on people taking responsibility for their pets.  

Telstra Issues: Guy Champion, Area General Manager Perth Metro  to attend meeting on 20th 
May 2013.   Queries needed beforehand so he can research the answers before attending.  Please 
forward all queries to the above email address and you are very welcome to attend on the night.  

 MRS Amendment 1239/41 Gidgegannup Urban Precinct:  Submission has been sent to WAPC 
plus request for an oral deputation.   Have been advised that this may come before Council on 10th 
April, 2013. 

 Illegal Off road motorbike tracks:  It appears that some landowners are totally ignoring the 
planning requirements for off road motorbike tracks.   We are strongly requesting the City to take 
legal action against landowners who ignore warnings from the City and do not dismantle these 
"illegal" tracks. 

Off road motorbike use on private properties is fine if it complies with City policies and we would 
advise residents to find out what the policies are.   We all have to live together so let's make it as 
pleasant as possible. 

Reserve Road Foreshore Reserve:  A notice has appeared on the Western side of Reserve 
Road just before the Wooroloo Brook saying Reserve Road Foreshore Reserve.   City has  
indicated: 

This is a new City "Reserve for Foreshore Management" and was created as a result of 
subdivision. 

 It is not a Reserve for "Public Recreation" and the use of the Reserve (if any) by the public will be 
monitored. 
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The Reserve Road boundary is currently programmed to be fenced and a pedestrian and locked 
fire access vehicle gate are to be included as part of the fencing exercise. 

The existing internal fire break is the boundary of the Reserve and will continue to be maintained 
by the City. 

Beyond this fire break is private land and at this stage this boundary is not fenced until the owner 
subdivides further, when it will be the adjacent landowner's responsibility to fence the land if they 
so desire. 

Trail bike riders accessing the Reserve via adjacent properties could be classified as being 
trespassers if they are not residents\owners of the land. 

Trail bike riding in the Reserve itself becomes an offence under the City's Local Laws. 

The main weed is Watsonia and the Reserve is already on the Bush Regeneration Programme for 
control measures this coming Spring. 

It is expected that controlling the Watsonia will take up to three years of work after which 
revegetation\rehabilitation efforts will commence. 

Experience in F R Berry Reserve and Noble Falls Bushland shows that once the competition from 
weeds has been reduced that there is often natural recruitment of native vegetation with very little 
need for continued human intervention as long as the weed threat is kept at bay. 

It should be noted that no previous control work has been carried out in the area as the City only 
received a Management Order for the Reserve in November 2012 and the previous owner was not 
carrying out any weed control on the Wooroloo Brook." 

 Chalet Proposal Lakeside Retreat: A resident has contacted the GPA expressing concern at 
newspaper articles referring to such a development.   The chalet proposal is purely an ODP which 
was granted in 2000 with no further work on it since then.   Members expressed concern at the 
amount of water being wasted on what are essentially ornamental gardens when downstream 
landowners are facing water shortages to maintain agricultural and horticultural pursuits on their 
properties. 

Selling ratebook: Query to City re. selling rate book:  Response: City used to sell rate book but no 
longer do so. 

Bushfire management: The meeting expressed concern at the lack of fuel management along the 
rail track in the Avon Valley.   It appears that this resulted recently in significant bush fires 
throughout the Walyunga National Park.   Many acres of the park were burnt out with significant 
loss of bio diversity and wildlife.  We were fortunate that the wind direction was with us or this fire 
could have swept through a significant area of Gidgegannup. 


