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GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.  
gpa@gidgenet.com.au 
www.gidgegannup.info 
 
Next Meetings: 19th August, 2013, 16th September, 2013 at 7.30 pm at the Agricultural Society 
Hall, Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup. 
 
AGM: Unsurprisingly the Committee was returned with the addition of Denise Fernie who has joined 
us as a committee member.   This brings our numbers up to eight again.   The GPA would like to thank 
all our committee members who work tirelessly for the community and attend a multitude of meetings 
on the community’s behalf.   Maybe it is a case that the GPA runs so well that we do not get many 
members putting up their hands to join us and thank you for your support.    With the ever increasing 
number of issues arising in Gidgegannup as we make a transition from rural enclave to outer 
metropolitan suburbia, we do need all the support we can get to ensure that our lifestyle is not 
compromised – so if you can make the meetings, that is much appreciated.   
 
 Proposed Junior Motorcycle Training Facility O’Brien Road:    The Minister advises that since 
the trial mini-khana was held last September, Motor Cycling WA (MCWA) has prepared a draft 
management plan for the facility taking into consideration feedback from attendees to the event with a 
view to advancing a formal proposal and development application.   
 
DOP and DEC have commented on the plan and provided MCWA with advice on matters that need 
further consideration. 
 
The Minister understands that the DOP is to meet with MCWA and DEC shortly to assess progress 
and establish whether MCWA wishes to proceed with the proposal, as well as timing and available 
funding.   If this is the case details of the tenure arrangements (lease) that might be considered and 
lodgement of a development application will need to be determined. 
 
Discussions to date with City of Swan officers indicate that the City would be unlikely to accept a 
management order over a site that could then be leased to MCWA.   Accordingly, if the proposal is 
advanced it is likely to be on the basis that the land is placed under the management of the 
Conservation Commission (DEC) and a lease granted to MCWA if development approval is sought 
and obtained.  
 
GPA have requested that community have input to any draft management plan. 
 
Off-road bikes and draft Policy re Noise:   Cr. Trease reported that the City Health Department has 
updated this Policy.  This draft policy will be tabled at a Council meeting shortly and the Document 
will go out for public comment after it has been viewed by Council.  It was noted that the draft Trail 
Bike Policy was not adopted and there now appears to be piecemeal implementation which is of 
limited benefit. 
 
 GRS Review: 
The City of Swan Strategic Land Use Planning division is coordinating a review of it’s entire suite of 
Local Rural Planning Strategies, including the Gidgegannup Local Rural Planning Strategy for the 
201314 financial year.   The purpose of the review is to establish a new policy regime for 
appropriately regulating land use and development in the context of changing agricultural practices 
and continued rural land development.   The strategy will consider a number of key land use and 
development pressures, including: 
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-The loss of land from traditional agricultural production and the effect on the City’s rural economy 
-The emergence of new industries, including new forms of agriculture and other value adding 
activities 
-The impact of, and appropriate locations for, tourism activities and accommodation development in 
rural areas. 
-The impact of rural lifestyle living (rural residential and rural small holding lots) on agriculture. 
-The impact of climate change and other environmental constraints on development opportunities. 
-Address minimum subdivision size and criteria. 
-Appropriate locations and lot sizes for rural residential development. 
-Bushfire mitigation through strategic planning. 
 
In response to the progress of actions relating specifically to Gidgegannup, the following measures 
have taken place since the previous update: 
 
1.A land capability/suitability assessment consultant has been engaged by the City to identify viable 
agriculture and other rural land uses worthy of retention.  A report prepared by the consultants 
presents land capability information based on soil landscape mapping and rural land use evaluation 
data provided by the Department of Agriculture and Food.   This report has been completed in early 
July 2013 and is currently being reviewed by City staff.  
 
2.Other environmental factors such as water resource availability, current land use and biodiversity 
values, land capability are being assessed to identify areas of local agricultural significance which 
should be considered for protection of agricultural land use.   Land capability data outlined in the 
report is also used to identify areas susceptible to various forms of land degradation, and associated 
best management practices have been identified.   Areas suitable for future rural residential 
development will be identified by considering a multitude of factors that go beyond land capability 
(such as the location of bushfire prone land and proximity to the Gidgegannup Townsite).   These 
aspects of the Rural Planning Strategy are being considered. 
 
3.City’s Strategic Planning and GIS department has been collating current and relevant datasets to be 
used in the assessment of land use capability/suitability in rural zones, including all of Gidgegannup.   
City staff will undertake an assessment of land use and lot size relationships as part of the 
consolidated Rural Planning Strategy review, as to determine the minimum lot area requirements for 
certain types of land use activities. 
 
4.Strategic Land use planning are preparing a strategic level bushfire planning instrument, provides  
information on matters which may be relevant to strategic and settlement planning and focuses on the 
factors considered necessary to be addressed in the City’s planning framework.   Comprehensive 
planning is required to control bushfire elements when planning in rural areas.   The strategic 
assessment identifies the constraints and opportunities relating to bushfire prevention planning, and 
will establish considerations for subdivision and policy development, including structure planning 
with rural lands and specifically including the Gidgegannup area. 
 
Issues at Noble Falls off road bike track:  Noble Falls off road Track has ongoing environmental 
and other issues.   These were reported to the City some months ago.   The land is leased from the 
City by the Harley Davidson Club and a new lease was negotiated some two years ago.  City report 
that compliance officers will be meeting with the Club re. discussing the club’s understanding of 
requirements upon them in order to comply with any lease from the City. 
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MRS Amendment 1239/41 Gidgegannup Urban Precinct:  Have been contacted by WAPC re. 
request for an oral deputation.   Whilst the public advertising period for the amendment closed on 22nd 
March this year, it is understood the drainage and waste water management issues are still to be 
resolved to Department of Water and Water Corporation’s satisfaction.   The City is uncertain when 
the DoP/WAPC will present the Amendment for final endorsement. 
 
Verge Clearance – for safety reasons: City indicate that the only resource available to conduct burns 
required is the local bush fire brigades.   City have endeavoured to lower bush fuels on verges by 
utilising manual labour to physically remove dry or dead material, low pruning and whipper snipping 
round  trees. 
 
They also will be taking the following action: 
 
Engaging a consultant to develop a proposed fire management plan for the management of fire 
hazards on verges which will also facilitate the review of the City’s current verge management 
program. 
Continuing to schedule prioritised achievable burns in accordance with the current brigade 
capabilities. – further notes as to limitations of burns. 
Undertake mechanical and manual methods may be used to reduce hazards on verges. 
Continuing discussion at the BAC to continue to identify other potential improvements to current 
practices. 
 
Gravel Crushing Operation Reserve Road:  Catalanos are required under both the 2006 WAPC 
approval and City of Swan Excavation Licence to rehabilitate areas on a stage by stage basis and to 
report annually on the works undertaken and the works proposed for the following year.   At this stage 
there does not appear to be any evidence that this has occurred.   The City will be writing to Catalanos 
seeking an explanation.   This has taken a protracted period of complaint from the GPA for the City to 
pursue this action. 
 
Proposed Legislation for Local Governments to transfer the responsibility for Bush Fire 
Brigade operations and administration to DFES: This ongoing with City writing to DFES setting 
out their position.   Summarising – the City is open to explore any model that strengthens rural 
bushfire management from a perspective of planning, preparedness, response and recovery.   
However, further information would be required for the City to offer a preference.   They also request 
the DFES to conduct a series of open forums where interested parties can attend to provide feedback 
and guidance on their preference for the future structure of Western Australia’s emergency services. 
 
 Landfill Site Toodyay: following the public meeting this has raised public awareness of this issue 
and appeals are being lodged with DEC and EPA.   No further information as yet. 
 
Gidgegannup being included on BOM maps:   Resident in Reen Road has succeeded in getting this 
implemented after prolonged lobbying. 
 
Dog attacks: It should be noted that the Hills Gazette have now printed an article featuring Angela 
Whife regarding dog attacks in the Hills.   The State Government are now in the process of 
toughening the Dog Act.   Legislation has been tabled and will be debated in full shortly. 


