
1 

GPA NEWS DECEMBER 2013 
 
gpa@gidgenet.com.au 
 
Next Meeting: 20th January, 2014 
 
Telstra: The GPA is still getting reports of problems with Telstra mobile coverage and wifi, also land 
lines and some adsl.   Pretty grim picture for Gidgegannup from a telecommunications point of view.   
This situation is causing significant problems to operating businesses in Gidgegannup and for young 
people accessing material for both school and University and to the rest of the community not having 
a reliable service.   The latest report from Guy Champion at Telstra is: 
 
“The degradation in mobiles performance is due to interference being caused by illegal repeaters in 
the area. Our technicians are investigating this but it is a complex matter. As you can see from the 
attached material, the policing of illegal repeater use is the responsibility of the Australian 
Communications and Media Authority (ACMA). Illegal repeaters and boosters seriously reduce the 
ability of the network to service other people so if you know of any residents that may be using any 
such devices (they can be purchased off the Internet), we would greatly appreciate you passing on this 
information to them or letting us know details as they are degrading the network for their neighbours. 
There are potentially very severe penalties for any such usage. In the meantime we are continuing to 
do what we can to improve the mobiles coverage and get things back working at their optimum level.” 
 
People do use repeaters and boosters in Gidgegannup and mostly these are Telstra approved for usage 
on the network, if anyone is aware of illegal equipment  it might be a good idea to let the users know 
there are severe penalties and they will be traced.   It is still odd that the most problems occur at times 
of what could be called “high usage” and this leads us to believe that the Tower does not have 
sufficient bandwidth to service a growing  demand.   Telstra sell the contracts so they should meet the 
demand.  Will give an update when more information received from Telstra and a response from 
Christian Porter. 
 
Update Toodyay Road: 
The Toodyay Road Liaison Committee held a meeting on 21st November, 2013. 
Main Roads gave an update on progress on work and planning for the Toodyay Road.  However, no 
intersection upgrade works would be started this summer. 
 
Two more 80 kph signs are to be installed at Noble Falls. 
 
Data on Junction design was circulated to the meeting – comment on need for acceleration lanes for 
trucks out of Lilydale and Fernie Roads.   Main Roads will cost the option when concept designs are 
prepared for discussion. 
 
Speed Limit Review: A speed limit review document was circulated for comment.   Speed limit will 
be 60kph through the townsite with speed limits either side being adjusted.   Main Roads will review 
siting of School warning signs but feel that they should not be too far from the school as their 
relevance is reduced.   Suggested 40kph marking on road (this has already been done but may need 
renewing). 
 
 Catalanos  said that they will consider reducing their truck speed through townsite to 10kph below 
speed limit.   Catalanos have already adopted this procedure in Geraldton. 

mailto:gpa@gidgenet.com.au


2 

Line Markings on Road: Main Roads have carried out extensive upgrades of line markings on 
Toodyay Road in City of Swan following the Safety audit.   These have been brought up to Australian 
Standard.   Query as to why no notification on roads of changes to road layout.   Main Roads response 
was that they had the opportunity to get the line markings done promptly and the signage would not 
be ready beforehand.   Felt appropriate to carry out as much work as possible promptly. Signage has 
never been used before for this type of works and it is not Main Roads standard practice to install 
signs as we are not creating a hazard. 
 
Some comment re. double white lines, particularly on Red Hill.  It was reported that truck drivers are 
reporting illegal overtaking on the downward stretch of Red Hill.   Police will be informed. 
 
The single lane down Red Hill will pose problems for the future with increasing tail backs.   
Gidgegannup Progress Association to raise need for a second downward lane with Federal and State 
Government. 
 
Signage on Local Roads:   Main Roads  has raised orders and will liaise with Local Government re. 
upgrade to signage and road markings on side roads approach to Toodyay Road.   There may also be 
some adjustments to the junctions to enable better visibility and safer entry/exit to Toodyay Road. 
 
Roadwise  raised point that these junctions could qualify for Black Spot funding. 
 
Shoulder grading: Shoulder grading is being implemented and reflective raised markers installed.   It 
is planned to have a sealed 1 – 1.5 metre shoulder on Toodyay Road. 
 
Prioritisation: The Committee was requested to consider Prioritisation of work on Junctions.   It was 
suggested that traffic volumes and crash history could be utilised.    
 
Committee prioritised the list: 
 
Noble Falls 
Lilydale Road 
O’Brien/Roland Roads 
Stoneville/Reen Roads 
Stanley/Preedy/Old Toodyay Roads  
Reserve Road. 
 
Vegetation: Query as to why vegetation had not been trimmed on approach to Noble Falls. 
 
Some vegetation is on Main Road Reserves and some on City land so there needs to be consultation.   
Also with DEC regarding clearing approvals. Vegetation on Main Roads road reserve has been 
assessed to be within tolerances. 
 
Audit document: This document is now being formalised.   Main Roads will liaise with City of Swan 
and Shire of Toodyay regarding the document and will be available for comment at next meeting.    
 
There has been a full audit the length of the Toodyay Road and a Business case now has to be put to 
the State Government.   The Minister is supportive and funding will be sourced probably from Road 
Safety funds.   There will be no heavy construction this summer but probably in a year’s time. 
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Survey: Survey will be carried out and Engineers/Surveyor can assess vegetation pruning and other 
matters. 
 
A ground survey needs to be carried out and this will determine costings. 
 
Old Toodyay Road and rest lanes: Better visibility needed for access on to Toodyay Road and 
modification to design.   It was reported that there is a closed Parking Bay past Bailup Road, this bay 
is now being used by caravans and trucks and is on a blind bend.   Poses danger to traffic on Toodyay 
Road. 
 
Campersic Road and Talbot Road intersections were also raised as problem areas with increasing 
volumes of traffic entering Toodyay Road. 
 
Query re. Farrell Road access -  Plans are already in place for upgrade to Lewis Jones Cross and 
Toodyay Road from railway line to that point. 
 
Comment re. lights at Roe Highway intersection as to whether timing could be amended at night. 
 
Main Roads to work with Regions more when Safety Audit report commences implementation in 
Shire of Toodyay.   Shire of Toodyay Councillors requested Main Roads apprise Shire of the Audit 
document. 
 
School Parking: Department of Education has granted funding of $200,000 for car park.   Main 
Roads have identified some problems with proposal. 
 
Visibility – some vegetation will need to be cleared on the Toodyay Road verge and a clearing permit 
might be required.   School suggest Entrance and exit gates to car park could be closed outside 40kph 
signage times.   
 
Suggestion that parents picking up and dropping off children park down Bunning Road and not on 
Toodyay Road verge.   This parking also compromises visibility for vehicles exiting business and 
properties on the road.   Query could the truck parking areas not be utilised as a “lay by” to drop and 
pick children up such as Upper Swan School. 
 
Concerns were expressed that Bunning road parking too limited for number of parents and that the 
land utilised on Bunning Road for parking is not owned by the Department of Education and Parking 
could be stopped on this particularly if proposed sub division took place in future.   Opinion voiced 
from GPA that any such sub division could be conditional upon providing parking area for school. 
 
Main Roads suggested that the School has specific issues and that Main Roads will meet with school 
and P & C to see if these issues can be resolved.   Roadwise to be included in this meeting.    
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