
GPA REPORT JANUARY 2014

gpa@gidgenet.com.au

Next Meeting: 17th February, 17th March, 14th April, 2014 at 7.30 pm

Urban Deferred Zoning:
Following the appalling fire at Parkerville which spread as far as Mt. Helena, it would seem wise before any
rezoning or development that the existing infrastructure “servicing” the community is upgraded to an
effective level.   

Efficient Power and telecommunications delivery are extremely important in a rural high fire risk area.   It is
the difference between life and death in some instances.

Big question to ask is whether urban/suburban development should ever be allowed in the hills as the more
houses crowded together the more get destroyed with little room for fire trucks etc. to manoeuvre.

Community Safety Plan:
City have included our submission re. the danger verges pose (fire issues from fuel load and visibility whilst
driving) in their Community Safety Plan.

It is hoped that some planned action can be taken towards clearing these verges.

Toodyay Road:
The Toodyay Road Liaison Committee (TLC) have met to determine their Terms of Reference.   Officers
have been elected:
Election of Officers – Chairperson Sally Block (GPA)

         Secretary Debbie Larkin (Morangup Progress Association)

The Committee is a sub committee of the Gidgegannup Progress Association and formed originally at the
request of Frank Alban for the community to meet with Main Roads to determine the best way to upgrade the
Toodyay Road to make it safer for all users and for those who live and do business on the Road.   This was in
response to the tragic deaths on the 31st July of Jess, Jayden and Cody in a road accident in proximity to the
Noble Falls Tavern.   A public meeting was subsequently held in early August, attended by about 300 people,
mainly from the communities of Gidgegannup, Morangup and Toodyay.

The first meeting of the Committee was held in September and then November.   The Committee is
supported by the GPA and the Morangup Progress Association, the Community, City of Swan and Shire of
Toodyay, RoadWise, the State Government and Main Roads, also by representatives from Catalanos,
Midland Boral and Austral Bricks.

Main Roads have now carried out a safety audit of the entire length of the Toodyay Road and actions have
been recommended and are being implemented for the Toodyay Road in the City of Swan.   Further
recommendations are being and will be recommended for the Toodyay Road in the Shire of Toodyay.

It is hoped that this Committee will continue after the life of this initiative as a permanent body to consult
together and liaise with the Community towards maintaining a safe and workable Toodyay Road for
everyone and work towards the RoadWise aim of “Towards zero” for deaths on our roads.

We meet every two months at the Agricultural Hall at 6.00pm.   Community members are welcome but
Questions on Notice would be appreciated so that you will get your answer at the meeting.
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The next meeting is Thursday, 13th March, 2014.

A web page is being created on the Community website and the link will be published next Gidgegram – or
just access www.gidgegannup.info and follow the links.   Email address is TLC@gidgegannup.info.   There
will be a forum attached to the web page for your comments, queries, suggestions, criticisms, plaudits.

Information and minutes of meetings will be posted on the website together with links to sites of those
participating.

At the meeting of 16th January, 2014, it was reported that Speed changes (down to 60 kph) have been
implemented through the Gidgegannup townsite and Bunning Road from 16th December, 2013.   Patches
have now been renewed on the road indicating the school zone.  It appears the reaction to this reduction is
favourable.

Main Roads have now completed upgrades to road markings and speed Review.   Also upgrade to Local
Road junctions regarding signage.   There is still some more resurfacing to be done.

Speed limit changes to Toodyay Road in Shire of Toodyay 100kph (from 110 kph).   After Salt Valley Road
the speed limit will reduce to 90 kph until approaching Toodyay when it will go down to 80kph.   Regional
Main Roads are proposing to widen part of this road in the future and if this occurs the speed limit may be
increased.   This is an effort to bring some conformity to the road rather than have speed limits varying
constantly.

Extra repeater signs will be installed on the road.   An electronic warning sign (vehicle activated) will be
installed on the Noble Falls stretch of the road.

Road Safety Audit is to be completed for the Shire of Toodyay stretch of the Toodyay Road and priority
locations to be identified for upgrade.

Tree Pruning:   Three metres cut back from road.   At Noble Falls more clearing is needed for vision for
stopping distance.   Some tall trees will need to be cleared.   Will probably be lopped so that root system
remains to support road edges.  Permits needed to cut trees down also permission from owners.   The section
of the road passing Noble Falls will be a lot wider so some vegetation will go then.

The road works at Noble Falls will start later this year.   Surveyors can already been seen working on the
other junctions to be upgraded.

It is clear that a fourth lane is needed on Red Hill.   The GPA have already started lobbying for this and will
continue to do so.

Cyclists on Toodyay Road were identified as an overtaking problem and request that City of Swan be lobbied
regarding a designated Cycle Lane.   Wider sealed shoulders should help as well.

Primary School Car Park:
This issue is now back with the Department of Education.   It will be necessary for at least one of the entries
to be in Bunning Road.

Telstra:
GPA  has written to Christian Porter re. this matter  and also numerous times to Telstra.  Christian is holding
a community meeting on Wednesday 5th February at the Noble Falls Tavern between 2.30pm and 3.30pm and
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we have been keeping him in touch with our Telecommunications problems.  This was particularly
highlighted during the recent Parkerville Fire when people were without reliable phone coverage.   Internet
coverage was also impacted. 

Gidgegannup Rural Strategy:
Since the previous update in respect to the preparation of the Local Rural Planning Strategy, the following
measures have taken place:
 
1.       Strategic Land Use Planning have finalised the strategic level bushfire planning mapping (and related
draft report) to provide guidance on matters which may be relevant to strategic and settlement planning in
rural areas, including Gidgegannup. All of the relevant data has been gathered and mapping has been
finalised. This report has been circulated amongst the relevant business units for comment, and will be
finalised for a Council briefing in the near future. The strategic bushfire risk analysis forms an important
component of the consolidated rural planning strategy, and identifies appropriate areas for future
development/subdivision based on bushfire risks.  
 
2.       With the completion of the strategic bushfire risk assessment, all relevant information to inform the
local rural planning strategy has been gathered and the draft strategy document is being finalised. The draft
document is expected to be completed by end of January 2014 for manager/coordinator's consideration. The
key issues and background sections of the consolidated rural planning strategy have been finalised and some
of the actions and strategies are being outlined prior to internal discussions with relevant business units. The
community engagement measures (separate to formal advertising) are also being discussed with the City of
Swan's Community Engagement unit, as there are some proposed actions and strategies that need to be
adapted to suit local conditions/expectations prior to finalising the draft strategy. Community engagement is
expected to be undertaken in the first quarter of 2014 once managers and executive have reviewed the draft
document. This step will be  crucial in translating community expectations into the planning framework, and
ensuring the strategies and objectives are aligned with local circumstances.   
 
3.       In addition to the work undertaken in respect to bushfire risk analysis and agricultural land capability
which will inform the consolidated rural planning strategy, the Western Australian Planning Commission
have since released two documents which are relevant to strategic planning in the City's rural areas. The
most significant being the revised State Planning Policy 2.5 - Land Use Planning in Rural Areas which
supports both rural (primary production, agroforestry and other rural industries) and rural living (rural
residential and rural smallholdings) land uses to cater for future needs:
 
http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/SPP_2-5_Land_Use_Planning_in_Rural_Areas_2012.pdf
 
In addition to the revised SPP, the Department of Planning have released the Swan Valley Land Use and
Management Discussion Paper, following the study into land use and management of the Swan Valley. Some
of the recommendations of the discussion paper need consideration in drafting the consolidated rural
planning strategy, particularly if changes to the legislative framework (and the Local Planning Scheme) are
anticipated. A link to the discussion paper is outlined below:
 
http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/publications/6458.asp 
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