
GPA REPORT MAY 2014
gpa@gidgenet.com.au
Next Meeting: 19th May, 2014, 16th June, at 7.30 pm

Telstra:
Christian Porter reported on a meeting with Guy Champion and his boss Trevor Lobb.

Effectively we are going to have to rely on the black spot funding.  With our population we are not
commercial.

Telstra have put in an application for a part of this funding and they claim that Gidgegannup has been
put as the top priority in the state.   Christian is sending Craig Astill to sight this application.

Both Red Hill tower and Gidgegannup towers need upgrades – Red Hill needs upgrading to fibre
optic fed cable at the moment it is copper.

Should the funding be awarded, the second stage will be to cost everything out and then the next
stage, given funding, would be to get the work done.   

We are probably looking at an 18 month programme.

When Christian has had a chance to assess all of the above he will be sending out a letter to the
community setting out the position and timetable.

Gidgegannup Rural Strategy: No update as yet.  Progressing, strategies are changing because of
proposed merger with Shire of Mundaring.  Hoped to be available end of June.

 Hazard Reduction on Road Verges: City preparing to clear Parrot bush that is invading road
verges. 

 Lewis Jones Cross Intersection: 
The current situation with this project is that Main Roads has completed its review of the project
which involves road improvements including the establishment of a “boulevard” type effect on
Toodyay Road which will enable traffic to turn into and out of the tourist establishments along the
section between Roe Highway and Lewis Jones Cross. The bottom line is that the estimated cost of
$5m – of which $2m is currently available from Blackspot funds.

Main Roads is currently preparing advice for the incoming Minister seeking approval for the
allocation of the additional required funds.

 Minikhana 4th May, 2014 – O’Brien Road
We have been informed by the City that Motorcycling WA will be holding a small Minikhana at Lot
120 O'Brien Road, Gidgegannup on Sunday 4 May.   The event will run from 10am to 3pm.  
The City has assessed and approved this event as low risk under the Health Act and Public Building
Regulations. It is understood that MWA are only expecting about 30 people - children and parents
combined.  

Merger of Shire of Mundaring and the City of Swan.  A general discussion about possible options
and the proposed number of councillors that will be allocated to each ward. Proposal for Gidgegannup
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is that it would become a “Hills” ward encompassing Gidgegannup, Mundaring and areas to the east.
Representation would be three councillors.

Proposed Bushfire Amendment (Amendment 99) to the City's Local Planning Scheme No. 17.
There was general discussion about this amendment and the possible ramifications of it for local
residents especially a potential inability to obtain insurance if it is not complied with.  The potential
conflict between this amendment and requirements for bush retention was highlighted.  This
legislation went through Council in January and is now before the WA Planning Commission before
being signed by the Minster.

Dog Attacks:  A resident reported the recent loss of three ewes to dog attack.  Nothing is known of
the identity of the dogs responsible.  It was reported that the links on the City of Swan website
relating to dog attacks all lead to the advice to dog owners and the link for advice to stock owners was
broken.   The advice provided to dog owners was considered to be valuable and it was suggested that
this pamphlet and the one for stock owners should be sent to all residents with their rate notices. Cr.
Darryl Trease will follow up with the City about this.

Joseph Rd completion:  It was reported that earlier plans to connect the two ends of Joseph Rd have
been abandoned because it has been deemed to be too expensive.  Trimble Rd will be upgraded
instead.

Greater presence of Multinovas on Toodyay Rd:  There has been an increase in the number of
Multinovas deployed on Toodyay Rd. Motorists are encouraged to drive within the speed limit.

Teams of Cyclists on Toodyay Rd.  The potential hazard of the presence of teams of cyclists on
Toodyay Rd was discussed but concluded to be of no major concern.  However the poor visibility of
individual cyclists was raised and a suggestion was made for them to wear brighter, ideally
fluorescent, colours to make them more visible.
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