
 1

GPA REPORT MAY 2014 
gpa@gidgenet.com.au 
 

Next Meetings: 16th June, 21st July, 2014 (AGM) at 7.30 pm 
 
 Craig Astill from Christian Porter’s Office attended the meeting and was extremely helpful. 
 
Telstra: Reports are still coming in of problems with Telstra.   Mostly related to landlines.   It appears 
that three reports have to be made of a problem before Telstra will take any action.   This is ridiculous 
particularly given the poor mobile coverage in this area, effectively meaning that people are without 
any form of telecommunications contact for some time. 
 
 Lewis Jones Cross Intersection:  
The current situation with this project is that Main Roads has completed its review of the project 
which involves road improvements including the establishment of a “boulevard” type effect on 
Toodyay Road which will enable traffic to turn into and out of the tourist establishments along the 
section between Roe Highway and Lewis Jones Cross. The bottom line is that the estimated cost of 
$5m – of which $2m is currently available from Blackspot funds. 
 
Main Roads is currently preparing advice for the incoming Minister seeking approval for the 
allocation of the additional required funds. 
 
Frank Alban is organising a meeting between new Minister and representatives from the GPA.   We 
will also raise the issue of the implementation of plans for the Noble Falls area and the intersections 
that are already underway. 
 
Proposed Bushfire Amendment (Amendment 99) to the City's Local Planning Scheme No. 17: 
The draft State Planning Policy SPP 3.7, Planning for Bushfire Risk Management is now out for 
public comment until 4th July, 2014 and the Guidelines until 1st August, 2014.   It should be noted that 
under the FAQs it is stated that this Policy is not retrospective.  
  
 Minikhana 4th May, 2014 – O’Brien Road 
Report from resident which has been forwarded to WAPC and City:  On Sunday I heard numerous 
trail bikes very close to O’Brien Road. I then observed 2 mini bikes completely unsupervised racing 
through the regrowth bush almost up to the dilapidated fence along O’Brien Road in Walyunga 
National Park. The two riders stopped and talked to each other and it was apparent that both were 
children. They both then did a number of wheelies and then disappeared from sight. The whole park 
was essentially wide open to them and any others I did not see but could hear.  
 
I believe the City of Swan permit was from 10am to 3pm and these 2 mini bike riders and possibly 
others were mobile in the park after 3pm. I went up to the park entrance around 4pm and again at 6pm 
and at both time the gate was wide open and completely unattended. Again the whole park was 
essentially open to any trail bikes, 4WD vehicle or others.  
 
MWA have said that the riders were not from their event and that trail bike riders were heard in the 
neighbourhood. 
 
 
Joseph Road Completion: City have identified work that needs to be carried out on Joseph Road: 
Please see below an outline of the scope of works, and the attached plans. 
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Project Objectives 
 

1. Install drainage pipes under the road where the stream flows through 
2. Install signs to warn of no through road 
3. Widen Joseph Road from Cameron Road to 6m and terminate with 21m turn around before 

steep descent into the stream 
4. Install boom gates to restrict access through the stream to fire vehicles only 
5. Make Trimble Rd trafficable for the entire length (includes grading and tree pruning) 

 
GPA will be writing further to the City as we feel the above does not adequately address the problem. 
 
A.City of Swan Draft Transport Strategy: 
Document for comment is the City of Swan’s Draft Transport Strategy – read at City of Swan 
site under Have your say.   A couple of paragraphs directly affecting Gidgegannup in the lengthy 
document are:  
 
19.4 Perth to Adelaide National Highway (PANH) and Hills Spine Road 
The Perth to Adelaide National Highway is included in the Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) as a 
red road (i.e. under the jurisdiction of MRWA). The PANH is proposed to consist of an alignment 
known as the Orange Route which includes sections of Toodyay Road and Great Eastern Highway, as 
well as a number of grade-separated interchanges. The proposed alignment of the PANH, as included 
in the MRS, is shown in Appendix E. As shown on Figure 19-1, the proposed PANH alignment is to 
include a deviation of the PANH to the south of the existing Toodyay Road alignment. This alignment, 
known as the Red Hill deviation, is understood to be a result of safety considerations, as achieving the 
grades required for the National Highway standard will be very difficult without this deviation. 
 
2013 traffic counts provided by MRWA for Toodyay Road (west of Rowland Road) suggest that 
approximately 8,000 vehicles per day (vpd) currently use Toodyay Road, while approximately 9,000 
vpd currently use Great Eastern Highway (west of Great Southern Highway). 
 
Figure 19-1 PANH Alignment as included in the MRS (source: Metropolitan Region Scheme, Map 
13) 
The Hills Spine Road is proposed to consist of a road network that would include the extension of 
Cameron Road eastward to Bunning Road and westward potential to Toodyay Road. The Hills Spine 
Road is proposed to initially consist of a single carriageway road with provision to upgrade to a four-
lane divided road if eventually required. 
 
As noted in the Eastern Corridor Major Roads Study, the timing of both the PANH and the Hills Spine 
Road is dependent on the development and traffic growth in the area.  Undertake a study to identify 
development and traffic growth triggers for the PANH 
 
Comment: Interesting points are the traffic counts on Great Eastern Highway and Toodyay Road.   
Not a great deal of difference and vastly differently constructed roads.   Greenmount and Red Hill 
hardly compare.   As the existing Red Hill does not appear to comply with the National Highway 
standard and required safety considerations, it is probably time some serious planning was put in 
place for the Red Hill deviation before the inevitable disaster happens.   A point we have noted to both 
Federal and State Governments.   Apart from that we are low priority.    


