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GPA REPORT January 2015 
gpa@gidgenet.com.au 
 
Next Meetings:   16th February, 16th March, 2015 at 7.00 pm 
 
Note: On arriving at the Hall to unlock for the meeting it was found that there appeared to be an 
intruder living on the premises.   This has been reported to City and Police. 
 
Neil Harries, Coordinator Business Support and Environmental Health Projects, Health 
Services, City of Swan – re. Motorbike on Private Property Guidelines 
Thanks to Neil Harries who came along to our meeting and helped put right some of the 
misconceptions that had arisen from a misunderstanding of the above Guidelines.   Several 
concerned residents attended.   Neil made it clear that the Policy has nothing to do with banning off 
road bikes on properties but in minimising noise nuisance from such bikes.   The meeting found a 
lot of common ground and the community are encouraged to make written submissions on these 
Guidelines.   The submission close date is now 27th February, 2015: 
 
Mail: P.O. Box 196, Midland, 6936, Email: swan@swan.wa.gov.au, Fax: 9267 9444. 
 
Telstra:   
Response from Telstra: We continue to upgrade all infrastructure where required and there is a 
comprehensive maintenance program in place that has not changed for many years. 
 
With regards to the power for the tower, this will be closely monitored and any fire prone areas will 
be given priority. 
 
Amendment 1239/41 Gidgegannup Urban Precinct:  
Disallowance Motion was defeated and the rezoning to Urban Deferred for the townsite has been 
adopted.   GPA have written to Premier expressing our concern and stating our disappointment at 
the lack of support or consultation from Liberal MLCs representing the East Metro area. 
  
Barrier Closure to vehicular traffic of portion of Joseph Road near Trimble Road, 
Gidgegannup: 
Submission sent to City.  Closure of the road means that this cul-de-sac is now non-compliant with 
City regulations.  Still to come before Council.   In the interim the road has been opened. 
 
Bauxite: Two nominees for CAC and confirmed with BAJV that they will attend March meeting at 
7.00pm to discuss/answer questions. 
 
Townsite Plan: This will be available at the February Meeting. 
 
Special Rural South of Toodyay Road: WAPC Strategic Assessment of the Perth and Peel 
Regions: The Western Australian Planning Commission is currently undertaking a Strategic 
Assessment of the Perth and Peel Regions. It is anticipated that this assessment will identify areas 
that are constrained by environmental aspects from those that are not, thereby outlining, through a 
series of sub-regional structure plans, areas for potential future growth. This may include 
possibilities for rural residential development of the type proposed under this amendment.  
It was understood that a draft version of this Assessment may be released for public comment 
towards the end of 2014 however a revised date of later in 2015 has been given by the WAPC.  
Previous advice from the WAPC (March 2014), stated that they "…will not support local planning 
strategies / rural strategies and planning scheme amendments involving proposals for additional 
rural residential development until such time as the SAPPR and sub-regional structure plans have 
been finalised to provide the strategic framework to consider proposals within."  
At its meeting held on the 10 September 2014, the Council deferred consideration of this proposal 
due to the Applicant's deputation at the meeting which outlined advice received from the WAPC in 
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relation to their proposal. The details of the WAPC advice is outlined within the Applicant's 
submission above, however in summary it states that the City of Swan can assess, consider the 
proposal and advertise (if initiated by the Council). The WAPC will not process the amendment 
until such time as the release of the Strategic Environmental Assessment and associated Structure 
Plans.  
 
Gidgegannup Rural Strategy: The draft document was presented to Council at in December. 
Councillors were asked if they wanted to put it out for public consultation.  Due to the WAPC 
delaying release of the North Eastern Corridor Sub Regional Structure Plan (NECSRSP) 
document, and the impending Swan Valley Planning Act review due out anytime, Council resolved 
to delay release until all documents are received to allow a properly informed 
consultation,……probably around February/March. It was also felt putting the document out now 
for consultation would bring criticism being over the Christmas/New Year period. 
 
Vegetation and Verge Clearing Gidgegannup: 
Committee members met with City representatives .   Update from City: 
 
The Contractor cleared ground vegetation on O’Brien Rd & Clenton Rd last October 2014 and 
Reserve Rd mid-last week. The Contractor started clearing the bushes on Berry Rd on the 21st of 
November 2014. Once this has been completed, the Contractor will commence clearing along 
Reen Rd. Any vegetation growing within 2 metres of road seal will be cleared by the Contractor; 
however, as discussed, trees of significant size will be referred to our Assets Department for their 
consideration.  
 
The City has lodged an application to clear selected trees along Breeze Rd in early November 
2014. The application is subjected to a 28 day appeal period from the public. In the event that there 
are no appeals made in relation to the application, the Department of Environment Regulations will 
grant the City a Clearing Permit by mid December 2014. 
 
Submissions for the pruning component of the work along O’Brien, Clenton, Reen, Reserve and 
Berry Road will close on Wednesday the 26th of November 2014.  . The contract is expected to be 
awarded in January 2015. 
 
While waiting for the contract to be awarded the City of Swan will engage its in-house tree pruning 
crew to start the pruning works along Reserve Rd.  
 
City has discussed the work with their Park’s area and pruning on Reserve Rd has been scheduled 
for Saturday the 28th of November 2014. This work will commence at the intersection of Reserve 
Rd and Toodyay Rd and continue down to the Catalano Gravel Pit entrance road. If time permits 
the City will endeavour to continue pruning down to the creek crossing, near Reen Rd intersection. 
 
Once all these works have been completed, the City will engage its in-house crew to spray the 
areas which have been cleared along the above mentioned Roads. The City will also include this in 
its yearly maintenance programmes. 
 
Benches at Tourist Board: Benches have been installed at the Tourist Board on request from the 
community. 
 
Rural Watch - New Local Policing arrangements - FRONTLINE 2020 
A new era for WA Police has begun this week with the introduction of the Frontline 2020 operating 
model in the Central Metropolitan Police District.    
WA Police need to find new ways to solve the problems fuelling crime within the community.  
Future projections are indicating Police will not keep up with demand unless we change the way 
we police through further engagement and intervention strategies to target the source of the 
problem.    
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The new operating model is designed to deliver a more personalised service to the community, 
effective and efficient response and improvements in investigative quality. 
From 1st December, the district will work in new formations of Investigation, Response and Local 
Police Teams, overseen by a District Control Centre. 
The District Control Centre began operating this week. It will use real time intelligence to target 
current incidents and identify emerging issues across the district, with improved supervision of 
frontline activities. 
Investigation Teams will be boosted with extra detectives at Perth and Midland. About one third of 
these teams will be engaged in proactive investigations in line with district priorities. 
Response Teams will be based at Perth and Midland, providing around-the-clock service for the 
district on priority tasks. They will also be responsible for the primary investigation of those tasks, 
aiming to reduce the need for further attendance. 
Local Police Teams will be housed at the existing suburban stations, with a new focus on local 
policing and service delivery, reaffirming the grass roots-policing philosophy. They will work with 
other Government and non-Government services to target crime and address the issues effecting 
the community, we at the Mundaring Local Policing Team (Mundaring LPT) will be available to you 
both at the Police Station 8am-4pm Monday to Friday and available on our station mobile both 
during and after business hours on 0410 699 140.  
Mundaring Police Station received a 0.5 FTE increase in Customer Service Officer (CSO) hours to 
assist with station administration and increase office hours to the general public – A direct result of 
our the new policing model and how it is benefitting in service delivery. 
Mundaring Police Station will not have any increase in sworn officer FTE at present, though this will 
be reviewed during the 12 month implementation period of the new operating model.  
Telephone Contacts Priority: 
 
000 – For urgent and/or life threatening emergency incidents (unchanged) 
131 444 – For Police attendance except above (unchanged) 
0410 699 140 – To discuss local Police issues that don’t require immediate attendance – (new 
contact), and 
(08) 9290 1900 – Mundaring Police Station for local issues – 8am to 4pm (hours extended from 
8am to 12 noon). 
 
In addition a number of matters can now be reported directly online at the website below: 
http://www.police.wa.gov.au/Onlineservices/tabid/1093/Default.aspx    
 
For more info please visit: http://www.police.wa.gov.au/tabid/2134/Default.aspx  and  
 
http://frontline2020.police.wa.gov.au/?gclid=COa3rNzLp8ICFQJ9vQod6AoAiQ 
 
Red Hill Auditorium:  
Following a complaint by a community member GPA contacted City and had the following 
response from an officer: Just to let you know that I have a pre-arranged appointment with the 
proprietor on Tuesday 16th December to discuss some other issues, however will also now discuss 
the concerns raised after this weekend’s event.  I also drove up the hill late Saturday night so 
personally witnessed the scene (although I thought the haze was caused by “smoke machines” 
and not dust). 
  
There was definitely a road management plan in place however totally inadequate for the amount 
of vehicles in the locality. 
  
I note from a management report on file (dataworks) that there is a complaints process, I will 
ensure they are made fully aware of the complaints and concerns raised, and also think this should 
be referred to main roads for investigation (as this is not within the City of Swan’s jurisdiction). 
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Firebreak Notices: The City  are looking to continually improve how they deliver this service and 
continually improve the overall preparation of properties.  
 
In regards to inspections and call backs, there were several thousand property specific 
(customised) improvement notices sent to residents across the City to improve their properties in 
preparation for fire season, therefore there was some delay in the Community Safety Advocates 
returning calls, I believe the majority of these calls have now been addressed, we will endeavour to 
streamline this process in the future to reduce call back times, it is however necessary for residents 
to speak with the inspecting officer so that they can provide specific advice on the property 
improvements required.  In regards to the letters these are specific and customised to the 
properties, however I note your request for further specific detail on the letters i.e. location where 
improvement is required, this will be considered for larger properties next year.   
 
I have noted the issue regarding adjoining blocks and we will look to improve our system for 
identifying these next year, we have introduced new technology for inspections which does group 
properties where adjoining blocks are owned by the same landowner, so I will be further 
highlighting how this tool can be used by inspecting officers. Enforcement standards are applied 
consistently across the City by the inspecting officers using a risk minimisation approach, if there 
are properties that you believe are non-compliant and pose a community risk please let me know 
and I will arrange further inspection.  
 
Midland Brick visit to GPA 16th February, 2015: Midland Brick want to extract materials from the 
back of the Midland Boral site.   They would access it via Burgess Road/O’Brien/Toodyay Road.   
Claim that the trucks used would be traybacks not dogs and that the Midland Boral site next to the 
Red Hill waste facility would be closed so that there would not be any more traffic on the road. 
 
Problem would be the very bad junction O’Brien/Toodyay Road. 
 
Toodyay Road: Newspaper article claiming lack of funding for Toodyay Road projects.   Frank 
Alban MLA response: 
 

1) The funding (some $6.4m) for upgrades at Toodyay Road from Roe Highway to Lewis 
Jones Cross has been allocated and works are currently underway. 

2) Upgrades at The Springs Road portion of Toodyay Road are underway. 
3) The $5m worth of upgrades at the Noble Falls area of Toodyay Road will be coming 

from the Road Trauma Trust Account (RTTA). I understand that a final draft of the 
planned works will be presented to the Toodyay Road Liaison Committee at the next 
meeting, which I’m hoping to attend. 

4) The additional $30 million upgrade referenced in the article includes slip lanes for some 
8-10 roads along Toodyay Road, as well as widening of Toodyay Road from a 7 metre 
width to 9 metre width (an additional metre on each shoulder) for the length from Roe 
Highway to Noble Falls. Obviously this is a much bigger project. I understand that 
funding for this is being sought from the RTTA. Further, I would assume that these 
works would be staged when they do go ahead. The RTTA receives 100% of speeding 
and red-light camera fines, and is not reliant on the factors that affect the budget in 
general (such as iron ore prices). In addition, you may have read that extra fixed-
location speed cameras were announced by Police Minister Liza Harvey earlier this 
week. Cameras such as these will provide additional funding through to the RTTA. 

 
I hope this clarifies the matter. That the only delays I’m aware of in regards to the upgrades are the 
usual processes of consultation with community, local government and stakeholders.  


