
GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.

gpa@gidgenet.com.au – www.gidgegannup.info

Next Meetings:   Monday, 20th April, 2015 at 7.00 pm (representatives from Midland Boral attending)
18th May, 2015 at 7.30pm, 15th June, at 7.30pm

Bit of a long meeting this one and many thanks to Cr. Darryl Trease for staying until after 11.00pm
answering queries.   The meeting was well attended and it was great to see new faces.

BAJV: representatives attending: General Manager Bill Moss and Chantelle O’Sullivan.   This was an
interesting segment though not particularly informative.   BAJV is a joint venture between Bauxite
Resources Limited (BRL) (30%) and Yankuang Resources Pty Ltd. (70%) Yankuang is a State
company of the People’s Republic of China.   There is also the Fortuna resource which is owned by
BRL. The Felicitas Resource is located on 100% private property.  These resources are located in
Toodyay, Northam and Mundaring Shires.   The main impact on Gidgegannup would be on the
Toodyay Road.   The intention is to initially produce bauxite for export but the intent remains to
develop an option for alumina refining in the longer term.   Not entirely clear where the refinery is to
be located but this appears to be Northam and ore would be transported by train to that refinery.

Expect to mine about 8 million tonnes per year for over 25 years.   Approximately 120 ha to be mined
per year.   Approximately four years’ worth of mining (480 ha) will be open at any time.   The mine
will employ @ 120 full time employees.   Mine development and studies including environmental
approval application will be about two years by up to a year for construction – operating @ 2018.

Basically Bill Moss read out the printed statement not much more or less.   Issues identified as traffic,
noise, dust and water.   We asked for detail on environmental issues but were given very few.

The whole exercise was quite clinical and very little information was actually given out.   Feeling was
that this was a community consultation box ticking exercise.

As our primary interest was the impact on the Toodyay Road we did ask about the conveyor belt that
is to transport the ore to the crushing plant.   This conveyor belt to be some 20kms long, through the
centre of the mining operation (noise mitigation).   The Toodyay Road will be diverted to allow the
conveyor to go underneath it.   We did ask also about the transportation of the ore by train from the
site for shipment.   This is to be done on four trains at six hourly intervals.   The trains some 1.3 kms
long.   This, we pointed out, is going to have a significant impact on the Toodyay Road as they pass
through the level crossings.

We would say that it is optimistic to think that this will take two years to get all the approvals in place
and maybe BAJV are used to a much more compliant community than they will meet.

Proposed Structure Plan No.SP17-10 - Lot 50 Reserve Road, Lots 51 & 52 Toodyay Road, Lot
99 The Springs Road & Lot 81 Reen Road, Gidgegannup:

The Structure Plan was previously advertised in September 2012, and is being re-advertised due to the
extended period of time that has now passed, and the number of minor amendments that have been
made to the Structure Plan. 
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The structure plan area is identified in Local Planning Scheme Number 17 (LPS17) as ‘Special Rural
Zone 5A- Gidgegannup Rural Small Holdings Precinct’. The purpose of this zone is to create a high
quality rural living estate while the special provisions of the zone require, amongst other things, the
preparation and endorsement of a structure plan with minimum (4ha) and average lot sizes (6ha).

The structure plan proposes 31 lots, with a through road between Reen Road and Reserve Road.
Building envelopes have been identified based on the specifics of the lot, and have been positioned to
limit the impact upon vegetation and bushfire risk.

Considerable discussion on this and whether this is premature.   Not all landowners are in agreeance
and we need answers about impact on Toodyay Road, internal road structures, service provision and
impact on existing services. 

Telstra:   GPA have written to  Christian Porter and Telstra  regarding the appalling state of the
landline system in Gidgegannup, following numerous reports of land line failures and the service not
being reconnected for several days.  

Waste Services: – This came before the last Council Meeting and the following recommendation was
adopted:

“ That the Council resolve to:
1) Consider implementation of a waste management rate in Gidgegannup as part of the 2015/16
budget process.
2) Undertake a survey of residents and ratepayers in Gidgegannup to obtain feedback on the two
following options:
a) Pay the City’s adopted waste management rate and retain the current waste management
arrangements.
b) Pay the City’s adopted waste management rate and receive the standard waste management service
provided elsewhere in the City including a 240L refuse bin with a weekly collection, a 360L recycling
bin with a fortnightly collection, a general bulk verge collection, two green waste verge collections
and access to the City’s recyclable goods drop off days. In circumstances where such a service is not
practical then alternative arrangements such as retaining the existing tip passes may be approved.

3) Request that a report be provided to a future meeting of Council outlining the results of the above
survey to enable consideration of this matter as part of Council’s budget process.”

There is some flexibility in that it may be permitted for special cases (long drives etc.)  be able to
negotiate with City to retain their household passes, plus two bulk household waste passes for Red
Hill.   I bulk verge collection per year.   People wishing to do this would need to contact the City
waste service department.   There is already a Pensioner service in place for elderly residents in the
City of Swan whereby waste collection personnel will collect the bins from that residents’ premise,
not the gate.

After undertaking further community consultation it appears that several residents are unhappy with a
Bulk verge collection or green waste collection.   They believe that this could cause more rubbish to
be blown around the verges, danger to native animals, spread of weeds, unwelcome attention from
visitors to the area fossicking through the rubbish on the verges.   
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Also pointed out that bins and bulk verge collection may be dangerous on a road such as the Toodyay
Road. 

Feeling is that if the Survey indicates provision of bins as the preferred option then the 6 trailer passes
should be retained rather than have verge collections.   Practicality is that residents would have to load
the bulk items on to a trailer to await collection on the verge and that once loaded they might as well
be taken to Red Hill.

Felt that City were rushing this through without adequate consultation and that the survey had
inadequate options.

Break In to Agricultural Hall:
The Locks have now been changed on the buildings at the Showgrounds.   Further patrols and cctv
coverage was instigated after further sightings of the “visitor”.   Police were also made aware.

Red Hill Amphitheatre: Still problems with cars parked on the Toodyay Road.   Felt that buses  leave
Perth at 5pm, too early for most people who are working.

Gidgegannup Townsite Plan:  
The concept plan has been refined for Gidgegannup over the last couple of weeks and the latest
version will be with the GPA shortly. There will be a more detailed plan for us to review and also a
simple plan more suitable for advertising to the local community. As we’ve included a retirement
village (as requested) and thus recognise the servicing required for this, the plan has assumed that a
range of lot sizes can be provided.  We have focussed a more traditional (500-600m2) product near to
the town, with larger lots radiating out from this.  The retirement village is on Bunning Road at the
edge of town, otherwise its scale simply takes up too much room within the town centre, potentially
limiting access to nearby residents.

The GPA will be seeking a meeting with the developer’s planners when this plan is available.
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