
Gidgegram September 2015 – GPA

GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.

gpa@gidgenet.com.au – www.gidgegannup.info

Next meetings: 21st September, 2015, 19th October, 2015, 16th November, 2015 at 7.30pm 

Mobile Black Spot Programme:
Contractors for NBN are liaising with Telstra re siting of towers in Gidgegannup and actively seeking
sites.
 
City of Swan have undertaken to fast track all applications as rapidly as possible in the hope that
upgrades will be in place before the fire season. An announcement is expected within 4-6 weeks.

Rubbish Toodyay Road: 
Some rubbish clearing is taking place but there is a great deal to catch up.
 
C.Midland/Boral: 
Midland  Boral  are  working  on  a  plan  to  haul  clay  from the  Burgess  Rd  property,  as  per  the
suggestions  from the community meeting,  via  the properties  to the south  and enter  Toodyay Rd
opposite the EMRC facility. 

Latest report is that the proposed road will clear too many trees and will need Federal approval. This
takes time so they will look for a short term deposit South of the Brook. 

Minikhana:    
We have now received a response from the Department of Planning regarding MWA usage – Lots 119
and 120 O’Brien Road.   They are recommending to the WAPC that three sites be leased to MWA at
Gidgegannup, Pinjar and Karnup for junior trail bike training events subject to development approvals
being lodged and obtained.   
 
Rezoning farmland in Gidgegannup: This is  being followed up.   It is  in regard to whether  if a
property is rezoned that the landowners can continue their present usage, even if it does not comply
with the new zoning.   It appears that they can but a new approval from the City might be needed
should there be a change of usage which although complying with present zoning does not comply
with the new zoning.

BMCAG Meeting:  Report from GPA representative at meeting:
The meeting opened at 1809 hrs and finished at about 2014 hrs, and was well run. There were 13
people in attendance including 3 Felicitas, (two being the meeting coordinators), 7 ordinary members
or alternates of BMCAG and 3 Morangup representatives who were observers/guests by invitation.
 
The agenda was dealt with in a formal manner.
 
The main business was to listen to a presentation by Mr Chris McDonald-the BAJV Manager Mining-
on the Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project Materials Handling Studies Update. This fairly
comprehensive study by independent resource consultants resulted in the ranking of 7 mining and
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materials handling options. Three of these options were recommended for further study. BAJV’s
preferred option at this stage is the use of a surface miner/loader/truck with fixed conveyors ex-pit.
 
This is a fairly technical area of study. Disclosed initially was the fact that the use of blasting with
explosives has been set aside as definitely not intended.
 
Basically, after clearing the vegetation and topsoil, a mechanical mining unit will be deployed to chip
away the 1-2 m of coffee rock overlaying  the 2-4 metres of bauxite below. Conventional loaders and
trucks (relatively small capacity units compared to those deployed elsewhere in WA especially in iron
ore) will then remove the overburden and ore. The ore will be transported to a long fixed conveyor
which will take it to the train loadout, maybe 10-20km away on the main Perth-Kalgoorlie rail
corridor. Low ore grade areas will be left untouched in the various pits, little islands until
rehabilitation occurs years later.
 
I asked the question about the proposed shift roster as it seems to have never been addressed so far in
the handouts. Chris McDonald said it would not be a 12 hour shift, 2 shifts/day, but something less. At
this stage they seem to be looking at 2 X 8 hour shifts/day, with no working through the late night
(midnight on). But this WIP.
 
Some committee members raised the matter of groundwater, and contamination, rate of use and
drawdown, etc, especially as it might impact on neighbouring farm and house water bores. BAJV reps
said that the nearest property was 3.5 km from any proposed pit and they didn't expect the drawdown
cone to impact on these bores. However preliminary hydrogeology desktop studies on borehole
assessment has been done, and completion of the mine design is awaited before mine water
management can proceed much further. However there are a small number of water bores in the mine
area being constantly monitored during the seasonal changes. Chantelle O’Sullivan of BAJV said she
would arrange for water consultants to address the meeting soon, probably the October meeting.
 
The topic for the next meeting is a progress report on noise modelling. BAJV has some innovative
ideas to minimise this.
 
A tour of the Bindoon rehabilitation area is being arranged by Chantelle for Friday and Sat. 18/19th
September, with details to soon be provided.
 
The meeting as it concluded addressed the matter of the 3 Morangup people who desired to join the
BMCAG committee. There was a lengthy discussion on the technicalities of admission that met the
charter of the Committee, but finally it was resolved that 2 could join as members and one as a proxy.
The main problem was the size of the committee currently limited to 14 members. These 3 men were
calm and measured in their introductory speeches, most of technical bent,  and keen to participate and
learn about the project so perhaps they can calm down local community concerns  (if any) they might
encounter. They also will be able to provide good local feedback to the committee.
 
The next meeting will be in September in Toodyay.
 
In conclusion I didn’t see or hear anything last night that should raise further the concerns of the
GPA.  The start-up of the project if it proceeds seems to me to be two or more years away, with
extensive follow-up studies yet to commence on EPA directives, yet to be given.

The GPA will follow up on this topic when the PER is out for public consultation.
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Outward  correspondence  endorsed,  inward  received,  moved  Don  Robertson  seconded  Vicki
Hamersley; motion carried.

Peter Brock Cruise: 13th September, 2015
John Browne (OIC Mundaring Police) advised there is an operations plan in place to manage this
event 

Speeding/dangerous driving: Report on Line at

https://ebusiness.police.wa.gov.au/PAC/TCF/Default.aspx

John Browne (OIC Mundaring Police) advised that dash cams can be very useful in recording these
events.

He reported that there had been some increase in burglaries but offenders had been apprehended.
Hooning had decreased.

Emergency Services Levy: Concern expressed re. the expenditure of this levy following a newspaper
report over the weekend.   Points to consider:

• The ESL on all ratepayers was introduced to remove inequalities of previous funding
schemes (levies on property insurance)

• It was supposed to be quarantined from consolidated revenue and spent only on front
line services

• DFES not only manages and distributes the ESL funds, and sets the rules for
eligibility, it is the prime beneficiary (approx 93%)

• The Perth Hills Bush Fire Enquiry 2011 (Keelty) recommended that
management/control of ESL be removed from FESA (now DFES) to an independent
body

• This recommendation was not adopted by WA Government
• The current Government when in opposition warned that the ESL could be "hijacked"

to fund non frontline activities by the then FESA
• ESL funds are increasingly being allocated to DFES corporate and non frontline

services to make up for the drastic reduction in WA Government funding allocation to
DFES from consolidated revenue contrary to the original intention

• DFES does not have administrative or operation control over Bush Fire Brigades and
Volunteers (the exception is for large scale incidents when DFES assumes
responsibility)

• Local Governments are responsible for management of Bush Fire Brigades
• Bush Fire Volunteers make up approx 70% of all emergency services personnel in WA

(including all paid and volunteer)
• The latest figures show only 7% (on average) of collected ESL funds are expended on

Bush Fire Brigades, either directly to Local Governments via LGGS allocations, or
by provision of vehicles and other equipment to Local Government

DFES manages a fund from which it is the prime beneficiary. This creates a strong perception of
conflict of interest. The funds are increasingly being used for purposes far removed from the original
intention, and to cover shortfalls in funding from consolidated revenue.  
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EPA report: Sweeping changes are proposed to the role of the EPA that will greatly influence the
requirements for developers to comply with planning provisions

Spread of dieback 
The CoS is  responsible for  identifying and mapping areas of  dieback (and other  environmentally
sensitive areas such as declared rare flora). It appears that this mapping has not been done and so
contractors from Western Power may be spreading dieback from site to site as they install new power
poles in Gidgegannup because they are using unreliable maps provided by City of Swan. Action: Cr
Charlie Zannino to follow up

 Operation Sweep
John Browne  (OIC Mundaring  Police)  advised  that  he and  other  officers  were  dealing  with  an
increase in crime that has occurred across the State within the last 12 months.
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