
Gidgegram October 2015 – GPA

GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.

gpa@gidgenet.com.au – www.gidgegannup.info

Next Meetings:   Monday, 19th October, 16th November, 2015 at 7.30pm

Midland/Boral: 
Midland Boral have now reported that their engineers have identified a route south to
the Toodyay Road. They are required to gain Federal environmental approval for the
removal of two trees. They are liaising with Main Roads re. exiting on to Toodyay
Road.

They are looking at extracting 60000 tonnes per annum, which equates to 5000
tonnes per month, a matter of three days per month. 4-5 trucks on each day – no
confirmation of truck movement details. They are talking with Main Roads as to
whether there is a necessity to reduce speed limits on that section of the Toodyay
Road.

Midland Boral are conducting a flora survey, having already conducted a fauna survey
and will be looking to put a proposal to Council. 

Midland Boral will attend the GPA meeting of 19th October, 2015.

Minikhana:    
We have written to the Department of Planning and are in correspondence with the
MWA. We have cited the ongoing problems that we are experiencing with the site at
Lots 119 and 120 O’Brien Road and the WAPC have asked MWA to respond to these
problems.

Next Minikhanas scheduled for 17th October, 2015 and 7th November, 2015. 

Rezoning farmland in Gidgegannup: City of Swan have responded and confirmed
that farming practises can continue under a non conforming use but that use cannot
lapse for more than six months. Any new use will require an application to go to the
City. 

Spread of dieback: The City of Swan is not responsible for mapping Dieback on road
reserves to provide to agencies such as Western Power. There is no compulsion upon
Local Government to undertake such an activity. The City has never undertaken
Dieback mapping in rural areas on road reserves due partly to the scale and cost of
the exercise.

Agencies such as Western Power and Telstra have environmental guidelines that they
work to and similar to the City have access to external databases such as DPaW’s Rare
Flora and wetland mapping where these assets are in or adjacent to road reserves.
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Intersection Lewis Jones Cross/Toodyay Road:  Concerns have been expressed
re. the upgrade to this intersection. 

Main Roads have undertaken further review of this site and advise the following:

Site limitations determined the potential treatment options at this location.  There are
numerous services located in and around the project site and the close proximity of
property boundaries and power poles situated along the northern side of Toodyay
Road with Lewis Cross prevented any widening on the north side of the road.

Accordingly, a seagull treatment was not considered as part of the works scope due to
the lack of space to incorporate it with insufficient room even for a small vehicle to
store in the median while waiting to turn.

While a seagull island is not possible at this location, the safety improvement project
has resulted in the following benefits:

• Widening of Toodyay Road to provide a 3.5 metre red asphalt painted median
and installation of a right turn pocket.  This will keep traffic flowing in both
directions along Toodyay Road, while vehicles waiting to turn right can store in
the painted median until safe to turn.

• Provision of a left turn slip lane on Toodyay Road for safe access into the service
station.  This will allow traffic to continue to flow without the need to slow down
and stop while vehicles turn into the service station.

• Widening of Lewis Jones Cross with provision of a splitter island and left and
right turn facility.

• Upgrade of lighting along Toodyay Road.
• New and improved bus facilities with hard stand on Toodyay Road.
• Installation of 1.5 metre wide cycle lanes along Toodyay Road between Roe

Highway and Lewis Jones Cross.
• Reconstruction of the carriageway on Toodyay Road.
• Upgrade of drainage with installation of new underground pipes.
• Pavement resurfacing along Toodyay Road and through the intersection of

Toodyay Road and Lewis Jones Cross.
• Installation of new kerbing along the entire section of Toodyay Road between

Roe Highway and Lewis Jones Cross. 

Opalvale Update: 

• In February 2015 the Opalvale proponents appealed to the State Administrative
Tribunal (SAT) for an extension of their planning deadline (27 February 2015),
in order to amend and submit a revised works application to the Department
Environment Regulation (DER). DER had issued a ‘intent to refuse’ (their
application) in the December due to the environmental issues raised by the
community. SAT asked Council’s position on the extension and following advise
the extension was granted.

• The Opalvale proponents then applied to Council for an extension of this
planning approval deadline. Council unanimously refused the extension at the
July Ordinary Council Meeting.
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• The Opalvale proponents then appealed again to the SAT on the 17 August
against Council’s decision to refuse their extension. Before a hearing was
undertaken at SAT, the DER issued Opalvale’s work approval subject to
conditions, 27 August (their planning approval deadline).

Note: this is not an approval to have the landfill but to engage in the
construction of the first stage with the proviso that conditions set by the DER are
met. A works approval is to meet the environmental factors, planning approval is
still required. Planning approval is dependent on the conditions set by SAT and the
issuing of the works approval. If either of these are not met, the planning
approval ends. If DER is not satisfied the works approval conditions have
been met, they can refuse to issue a license and the landfill cannot
progress. 

The conditions set by DER largely reflect community concerns and are generally
quite strict. However some of the major water concerns raised by the community
and acknowledged by the DER and Golder Associates, have not been covered.

• The core group met yesterday and will again next Saturday to finalise a
community appeal – I will give you an up-date next Saturday of the core issues
to appeal for. 

• We as a community can only appeal the conditions of the works approval (as a
third party). The aim is to ensure the conditions are as rigid as possible to
protect against ‘failure’ and environmental contamination. We are however
investigating other options.

We recommend anyone contemplating an appeal, download the conditions from the
DER ‘licensing’ website and compare these against the SAT orders (planning).

Waste Services:
At last night’s GPA meeting there was some discussion re. the letter recently sent to
residents regarding the proposed implementation of a bin service in Gidgegannup.

Main comments were that although an alternative to the service is offered the criteria
given do not comply with the Motion that was passed at Council and undertakings the
community were given when meeting with City staff. It is felt that the criteria are too
restrictive. Consideration has not been given to

1. Difficulties with length of drives and terrain of drives making the trip to put a
bin out extremely difficult. Some drive ways in Gidgegannup are over a
kilometre in length, over rough ground

2. Weekenders who only put their bins out when in Gidgegannup or would possibly
find that the designated collection day would make it impossible for them to put
their bin out. Putting bins out and leaving them on the verge is not to be
encouraged

The deadline of 30th October, 2015 is felt to be rather soon and could consideration be
given to extending this deadline?

Response from City:
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In relation to the concerns raised by the GPA regarding the Gidgegannup waste
service we are encouraging anybody with specific concerns to contact the City to
discuss their situation.

The criteria set out in the letter to the residents is the basis that the City uses to
evaluate all new properties within the City to ensure the continued safety of the
service. The City would like to have as many residents as possible give the new bin
service a try and to judge for themselves the benefits the services will have for them. 
Issues such as the length of drive ways and terrain will be considered by City staff on
an individual basis if the residents contact the City to discuss their concerns. City staff
will communicate with any individual resident and review any specific issues they
have, in order achieve the best service for them.

Any requests that are received after 30 October 2015 will still be considered by City
staff. We put this date in the letter as we want to encourage people to contact us now
rather than leave it till just before the service is implemented. It will obviously be
quite busy in early July when the new service is implemented so the more work that
can be done up front the better.

If any residents have specific concerns on how the service will affect them individually,
they should contact the City on 9267 9267. These will all be dealt with over the
coming months.

Local Rural Planning Strategy/Local Biodiversity Strategy:
You can view the draft Local Rural Planning Strategy (LRPS) and the Local Biodiversity Strategy
(LBS) at the following locations:
• City of Swan Administration Centre in Midland • At the City’s libraries
• On the City’s website at www.swan.wa.gov.au/LRPS or www.swan.wa.gov.au/LBS

Submissions required by 30th October, 2015
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