
Gidgegram November 2015

GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.

gpa@gidgenet.com.au – www.gidgegannup.info

Next Meetings: 16th November, 2015, 19th January, 2016 at 7.30pm     

Midland/Boral:  Garry Price, Lindsay Stephens David Veljacich (quarry manager) and Mark
Scandrett (yard manager – computer tech) would like to explain their new access/egress
plans for the Burgess Rd pit as per the committee’s request at our last meeting.

An extremely well attended meeting listened to the powerpoint presentation from Midland
Brick (copy available on application but be warned it is 12mb). Concerns were expressed re.
environmental  problems,  noise,  dust,  dragging  debris  on  to  Toodyay  Road,  truck
movements, stockpiles, buffer zones, survey of water table, effect on local bores, setbacks
from streams, vegetation clearing, survey on cockatoos, hours of operation.

An application will go to the City in about one month’s time.

Minikhana:    
It appears that the two minikhanas proposed for 17th October and 7th November have been
cancelled due to concerns regarding bush fire. As we are already experiencing bush fires in
Gidgegannup,  this  is  a  wise  move.  MWA have  held  four  events  this  year  with  a  low
attendance.

Toodyay Road Liaison Committee: 
Noble Falls work now underway. Stage 1 retaining wall will be completed by end of October.
Stage 2 road widening November to March.

Queried whether the road could have been widened by using some of the forecourt to the
Noble Falls Tavern. This had been felt to be too sharp a bend. This was an extremely difficult
location.

Guard rail had been erected to protect workers, when work completed it will be moved back
to final site. Comments at last meeting were that the guard rail made it difficult for vehicles to
pass when a vehicle was turning into Noble Falls. This is why the speed limit  had been
dropped to 60 kph and there would be a speed zoning assessment.

Design for Old Coach Road: Design was tabled. This completes the designs for all the
intersections in the City of Swan.

Prioritisation of intersection work: This  has now been reassessed with regard  to  the
information re. crashes tabled at the last meeting. The committee agreed that the Stoneville
intersection should now take priority  and it  is hoped that this work could be undertaken
Summer 2016/17. 

Increase of litter along Toodyay Road: Have contacted Frank Alban and another clean up
has been undertaken. New notice re. littering affecting wildlife erected on road verge.

There have been many ongoing complaints about the build up of rubbish all the way along
the  Toodyay  Road.  Main  Roads  schedule  is  to  clear  up  every  two  weeks.  Funding
sometimes is an issue. The rubbish is a health and safety problem. Insecure loads need to
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be reported to the police. The Keep Australia Beautiful campaign is not entirely successful
with prosecutions.

EMRC unable to help as there are issues of safety that are expensive to meet. Volunteer
groups collecting rubbish on the road side have the same problem.

EMRC need to inspect vehicles leaving the waste site for remnant rubbish that can fly out.

Annique Gray reported that the City of Swan had accessed a Keep Australia Beautiful  grant
to assist with clearing up rubbish on the road and that the EMRC, City and Main Roads
would be working together to improve the situation. 

Gidgegannup  Waste  and  Recycling  Services:  Concerns  were  raised  regarding  the
proposed service. Main comments were that although an alternative to the service is offered
the  criteria  given  do  not  comply  with  the  motion  that  was  passed  at  Council  and
undertakings the community were given when meeting with City staff. It is felt that the criteria
are too restrictive. Consideration has not been given to

1. Difficulties with length of drives and terrain of drives making the trip to put a bin out
extremely difficult. Some drive ways in Gidgegannup are over a kilometre in length,
over rough ground

2. Weekenders who only put their bins out when in Gidgegannup or would possibly find
that the designated collection day would make it impossible for them to put their bin
out. Putting bins out and leaving them on the verge is not to be encouraged

The deadline of 30th October, 2015 is felt to be rather soon and could consideration be given
to extending this deadline?

Response from City:
In relation to the concerns raised by the GPA regarding the Gidgegannup waste service we
are encouraging anybody with specific concerns to contact the City to discuss their situation.

The criteria set out in the letter to the residents is the basis that the City uses to evaluate all
new properties within the City to ensure the continued safety of the service. The City would
like to have as many residents as possible give the new bin service a try and to judge for
themselves  the  benefits  the  services  will  have  for  them.  Issues  such  as  the  length  of
driveways and terrain will be considered by City staff on an individual basis if the residents
contact the City to discuss their concerns. City staff  will  communicate with any individual
resident and review any specific issues they have, in  order achieve the best  service for
them.

Any requests that are received after 30 October 2015 will still be considered by City staff.
We put this date in the letter as we want to encourage people to contact us now rather than
leave it till just before the service is implemented. It will obviously be quite busy in early July
when the new service is implemented so the more work that can be done up front the better.

If any residents have specific concerns on how the service will affect them individually, they
should contact the City on 9267 9267. These will all be dealt with over the coming months.

Should you require any further information please feel free to contact either myself or Colin
Pumphrey. 
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Local Rural Planning Strategy/Local Biodiversity Strategy:
You can view the draft  Local Rural  Planning Strategy (LRPS) and the Local Biodiversity
Strategy (LBS) at the following locations:
• City of Swan Administration Centre in Midland 
• City’s libraries
• On the City’s website atwww.swan.wa.gov.au/LRPS or www.swan.wa.gov.au/LBS

Submissions required by 30th October, 2015

Members encouraged to read this document as this will guide planning in Gidgegannup for
the  next  10-15  years.  GPA will  be  putting  a  submission  in  but  it  is  important  that  the
community do so as well.

Strategic Community Plan:
http://www.swan.wa.gov.au/Our_City/Have_your_say/Community_Consultations/Strategic_C
ommunity_Plan

The City are holding community workshops re. the Strategic Community Plan.

The Gidgegannup workshop will be held at the Agricultural Hall on Wednesday, 28 th October,
2015 between 9.30am – 11.30 am

RSVP details on the attached link together with all the support documents.

Consultation closes 20th November, 2015

There is also an on line survey.

Local Area Plan for Gidgegannup: Workshops regarding this will be held on 23rd and 24th

November, 2015. Further information on the website or community Facebook Page.
Submissions  are  being  called  for  by  the  EPA,  DER  and  WAPC regarding  Separation
Distances between Industrial and Sensitive Land Uses and also Land Use planning in
Rural Areas. 
The  Environmental  Protection  Authority  (EPA)  has  released  its  Draft  Environmental
Assessment Guideline for Separation Distances between Industrial and Sensitive Land Uses
(EAG) for stakeholder and public comment.
The purpose of this EAG is to:

• provide  advice  on  which  land  uses  require  separation,  and  recommend  the
appropriate separation distances;

• outline the EPA’s expectations on the application of separation distances for schemes
and scheme amendments in the environmental impact assessment process; and

• support  strategic  and statutory land use  planning and development  decisions  by
planning authorities where proposed land uses have the potential to adversely impact
on human health and amenity.

This EAG relates to the EPA’s environmental factors of human health and amenity which
may be impacted by gaseous and particulate emissions, noise, dust and odour generated
from industry.
This EAG will  update and replace the EPA’s existing  Guidance Statement 3: Separation
Distances between Industrial and Sensitive Land Uses.
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Download the Draft   Environmental Assessment Guideline for Separation Distances between  
Industrial and Sensitive Land Uses   here  .
Why We Are Consulting
The  EPA is  seeking stakeholder  and  public  comment  on  the  draft  EAG to  help  inform
finalisation of the EAG. The EPA is particularly interested in comments on the recommended
separation distances listed in Appendix 1 of the EAG.
Related guidance 
Department of Environment Regulation (August 2015) Draft  Guidance Statement on
Separation Distances 
Please see the DER's website at  http://www.der.wa.gov.au/our-work/consultation/299-http-
www-der-wa-gov-au-consultation-gs-separation-distances for further information on its draft
guidance statement.
Western  Australian  Planning  Commission  (September  2015)  Draft  State  Planning
Policy 2.5 Land Use Planning in Rural Areas 
Please see the WAPC's website at http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/publications/7980.asp for
further information on the draft State Planning Policy.
The EPA EAG, DER guidance statement and WAPC State Planning Policy complement each
other and provide for a consistent statewide approach

Regarding extractive industries the proposal is for a reduced separation distance from 500 –
1000m down to 300 – 500m

Hazard and rubbish dumped Lancewood Avenue:
28th September 2015 it was observed that rubbish had been dumped along various parts of
Lancewood  Ave,  Brigadoon.  This  had  been  dumped  overnight  as  it  was  not  there  the
previous afternoon/early evening 27th.

• There  was  some  partly  blocking  the  roundabout  where  Connemara  and
Lancewood meet, I dragged it off the road

• A pile  was dumped in  the middle  of  Lancewood further east,  see images
attached - I did not attempt to clear this

• A separate pile was dumped on the firebreak south of Lancewood, see map
• Other rubbish was scattered along Lancewood Ave.

The rubbish seemed to be from the same origin, as evidenced by yellow plastic bags

City response: 
The road has been cleared but there was too much for the Advocate’s vehicle so the Waste
staff will go and pick the rubbish off the verge in the near future. 

Mobile Phone Coverage and problems:
In response to a poor mobile phone service throughout Gidgegannup over the past week,
we had the following response from Telstra:

“There  is  an  ongoing  onsite  construction  activities  at  the  serving  base  station  in
Gidgegannup which  may cause service  interruptions in  the  areas that  the  tower serves
including the location that you reported.  The said activity is expected to end on 22 October
2015 around 10 PM (date may be subject to change).  Please monitor your service until this
date and if issue persists, please let us know so we can revisit the tower.”
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Have  asked  that  in  this  sort  of  instance  could  the  community  be  informed  prior  to  it
happening, when they would be a lot more understanding.

NBN Rollout: It appears that the NBN Rollout for Gidgegannup is scheduled for Q1 1917.

Local Government Elections:
The new Councillor for the Swan Valley/Gidgegannup ward is Rod Henderson.

The GPA would like to record their thanks to Charlie Zannino for the enormous amount of
work he has done for the Gidgegannup community and his support over the years.

So the end to an extremely busy year and we hope we have managed to keep the
community informed. Updates will  be available on the website  and the community
facebook page.
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