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GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC. June 2016 
gpa@gidgenet.com.au – www.gidgegannup.info 
Next Meetings: 20th June, 18th July (AGM), 15th August 2016 at 7.30pm   
 
Telstra: 
Landlines:  Still ongoing problems reported with landlines. 
 
Members are urged to report all problems with Telstra service to Ken Wyatt by 
email.   ken.wyatt.mp@aph.gov.au 
 
New NBN satellite broadband services launch for Pearce 
Federal Member for Pearce, Christian Porter, welcomed the official launch of 
NBN’s commercial Sky Muster broadband service. An estimated 3,874 homes 
and businesses in regional and rural areas of Pearce, outside of NBN’s fixed line 
and fixed wireless coverage areas, can begin to connect to affordable, high-
speed broadband with the launch of services on NBN’s Sky Muster satellite 
network.  
“This is great news for people in Pearce that will finally be able to access high 
speed internet,” Mr Porter said.  “Many homes and businesses in Pearce are still 
dependent on very basic internet access which makes even online banking or 
emailing difficult - Sky Muster will change all that.”  
The Coalition Government has invested $2 billion in two advanced Ka-band 
satellites and a network of ground stations that make up the Sky Muster service. 
 
Offering download speeds of up to 25 Megabits per second (Mbps) and upload 
speeds of up to 5 Mbps, the Sky Muster service will provide a faster online 
experience for internet users living in regional and remote areas. 
 
Equal priority will be given to new customers and current NBN Interim Satellite 
Service users migrating to Sky Muster.  Around 5,000 users per month will be 
connected in the early months of the rollout before scaling up to 10,000 
installations per month later this year. The launch of NBN’s commercial satellite 
services is delivering the Government’s commitment to bring high-speed 
broadband to rural and regional Australia. For more information on eligibility and 
retailers visit http://www.nbnco.com.au/connect-home-or-business/information-
for-home/satellite.html  or freecall nbn on 1800 687 626 
 
Mobile Phone Towers 
Update on mobile phone towers – Gidgegannup one to be sited between Reen 
and Berry Roads, planning first half of 2016 – target site on air 2016. Morangup 
planning commencement 2016 – target site on air 2017.  Chittering planning 
commencement 2016 – target site on air 2017. 
 
Toodyay Road Liaison Committee Meeting: 
Noble Falls: This work has now been completed.   There were some funds left 
over and this has been used for sealing shoulders at the Convenience Store to 
enable safer entry and exit for vehicles.  This work cost some $5mn. 
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Sealing of shoulders East from Noble Falls to Aspen Road:  This has been 
undertaken with funding from the Road Trauma Trust account and has cost 
some $3mn.  
Project development for intersections heading west:   This has been 
prioritised by crash statistics.    
Stoneville Road and Reen Road intersections.   This will cost $8m for the 
pair and is funded by the Road Trauma Trust Account.   Preliminary design has 
been completed and detailed design is to be done. 
Lilydale Road intersection to the East of the Townsite: This will cost $2mn. 
It is hoped that work will commence September/October this year to start the 
work on the above intersections (depending on weather).   Work on Lilydale 
Road intersection to be completed February 2017 and work on Stoneville and 
Reen Roads intersections to be completed at the end of May 2017. 
Jane Brook Bridge: resurfacing and line marking completed this week. 
Morangup Drive intersection:  Widening is in process and a left filter lane will 
be done.   Proper seal next year. 
Project development to be undertaken on Toodyay Road in Shire of 
Toodyay.   Craig had a meeting with Lisa Harvey and Dean Nalder regarding 
Road Trauma Trust funding on Toodyay Shire part of the road.   There are 
environmental issues. $3.8mn is required for this work, $1mn is being funded in 
the current financial year and $2.8 mn in the next financial year.   Three more 
overtaking lanes are planned together with a realignment of the road at Jingaling 
Brook.   Permits and ability to clear land, relocate utilities and land requirements 
for the re. alignment need to be facilitated.   Designs need to be finalised and a 
business Case put for actual construction. Detailed design to be completed in the 
first half of next year.   Will go out for tender 2017/18 financial year.  
Fernie Road: This is a major intersection with traffic produced from the new 
waste facility and extractive industries.   There will be a right turning lane from 
the West with an acceleration lane coming out of the road.   Concept design 
being done at the moment.   Query regarding funding.   Shire of Toodyay liaising 
with extractive industries re. funding.   
Midland Boral: update on proposal to change mine locations and the options we 
are looking at in conjunction with the local community.   The location for access 
on to Toodyay Road has been amended 300 metres to the East of the original 
proposal.   This will be right at the top of the Hill.   EMRC were not happy with 
original site as it was in proximity to  their entrance. 
O’Brien Rd: Queries were raised re. the O’Brien Rd intersection.   These queries 
will be addressed when the intersection upgrade is put in place. There are zero 
crashes at this intersection so it has not been prioritised but concept plans have 
been drawn up.     
Gran Fondo: This was organised at a high level.   It was considered to be a high 
priority asset to the State.  Issues have been worked through.  Information is 
required to be with Main Roads six weeks before an event.   It appears that 
there has also been a change of management at Gran Fondo. 
Email sent to Minister for Road Safety re. prioritisation of upgrades to 
intersections:  Prioritisation of upgrades is according to accident statistics. 
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EMRC – points raised from meeting:  
Sign at Foot of Hill advertising opening times of the Facility.   Perceived 
this will stop illegal dumping.   Doubt expressed that any signage will stop illegal 
dumping. 
Acceleration area at car park about 400 metres down from EMRC facility. 
This is an unsealed area and it is felt that a small sealed area is needed for 
vehicles leaving the car park to secure traction to be able to accelerate to join 
traffic on Toodyay Road. 
Clean up of Toodyay Road Saturday 14th May, 2016: 52 people attended 
many from Toodyay.   The clean up was from Red Hill to Roland Road.   
Successful felt this could be an annual event.  Thanks to Main Roads, City, EMRC 
and Keep Australia Beautiful for organising.   Felt advertising should be more 
widespread and a longer lead in. 
 
Rubbish whole of Toodyay Road: Funding had been cut back but has been 
reinstated after public outcry.  Main Roads are formulating a programme for 
clean up. Felt that rubbish needs to be cleaned up for the entire length of the 
Toodyay Road from Roe Highway to Toodyay. 
The Region has a maintenance budget and it is up to them to work out priorities.   
Townsites are generally the municipalities' responsibility.   Main Roads trying to 
improve litter collection.   Sites will be visited on a more regular basis.   
Community groups need to be engaged. Main Roads to inform TLC of 
Programme and how much is to be spent. 
 
Dust from Quarries: 
Comment from Member: 
More to the point of dust, although quarries are not mines, they do fall under the 
umbrella of the WA Mines Inspection Act, which monitors human activity in 
mines and quarries. Therefore they are inspected from time to time by Dept. 
Mines and Petroleum's Inspectors of Mines . If GPA has an issue with quarry 
dust, the Inspectorate via the State Mining Engineer is probably where a 
complaint might be laid, or probably better through the Senior Inspector of 
Mines. Normally an Inspector would investigate the complaint. Shire Councils 
have virtually no authority in this matter, and little if any control over quarry 
operations although they probably wouldn’t admit it, and like to think that they 
have. Control of an operating quarry is vested in the Dept. of Mines. 
 
Burgo’s Bar refurbishment: 
The Ag. Society applied for and received a grant from the Stronger Communities 
fund for $20000.   This was acquired to put a new roof on the bar.  They also 
want to upgrade the structure which the roof covers as this is built of wood and 
is affected by termites.   It seems impractical to replace this with another 
wooden structure which will be high maintenance.   Although it is suggested that 
the rustic appearance of the bar should be maintained, from a practical point of 
view the best way to go is to replace the support structure with metal.   The 
project is going to cost $50000 and the Ag Society are going to put up the other 
$30000. 
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They would like to complete this work as soon as possible for several reasons 
 
This year is their 70th anniversary and it would be good to have it in place for 
that 
The present structure is progressively worsening 
There is some pressure for them to acquit the grant and they would not like to 
lose the $20000. 
The Field Day is being held on 29th May and the window of opportunity is 6 
months before the Show. 
 
User groups have expressed their support for the project.   Agricultural Society 
are preparing Concept plans and seeking quotes.   
 
City is raising query whether this should go out for community consultation for a 
project which is basically a much needed refurbishment. 
 
City met with Agricultural Society on Monday 16th May, 2016.   Agricultural 
Society will respond to City with plans.   These will go out for a short period of 
community consultation.  
 
Clean up Toodyay Road: Fifty people attended to help with the clean up.   
Children came with parents and appeared to enjoy the day.   A large amount of 
rubbish was collected.   Attendees at meeting suggested that this should be at 
least an annual event.   Time of year was supported as it was cool. 
 
Suggestion that Keep Australia Beautiful signage needs to be updated and have 
a tougher message.   Possibly more notice about the day. 
 
Thanks to Main Roads at TLC meeting. 
 
Letter to be written to City thanking them for organising and supporting future 
rubbish clean ups. 
 
Thank a Volunteer Day:   This was successful and well attended.   About 
$1000 was raised surplus to expenses which will be split between the two 
brigades.   Waiting on Recreation Club for final figures.   Suggestion that this 
should be widened to thanking all volunteers.    
 
Crime in area:   There appears to be a surge in petty thieving and vandalism.   
Police are dealing with this.   Suggested that we should invite new OIC 
Mundaring to one of our meetings.   These crime spikes do tend to happen 
occasionally and are often associated with economic tough times.   Noted that 
everyone should remain vigilant and record details of vehicles and time and date 
of incidents.   Under no circumstances should people put themselves at risk 
doing this. 
 
Double Bend on Reserve Road after Wooroloo Bridge before Reen Road:   
Concern expressed regarding this double bend and likelihood of accidents.   
There have been several accidents over the years but fortunately no fatalities.   
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Road would need to be widened to have a white line in middle.   Cr. Trease to 
contact City and see if shoulders can be sealed so a white line could be installed.  
 
AGM 18th July, 2016- Notification to members.   All positions will be 
vacant. 
 
  


