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Gidgegram August 2016 – GPA 
 
GIDGEGANNUP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.  
gpa@gidgenet.com.au – www.gidgegannup.info 
Next Meetings: 15th August, 19th September, 17th October, 2016 at 7.30pm   
    
NBN towers:  This appears to be a contentious issue with some residents 
expressing concerns regarding the impact of such towers on their amenity, 
health and devaluation of properties.  A meeting has been organised for 
concerned residents regarding proposed sites of NBN towers for 1st August, 2016 
at the Hall. 
 
It is clear that provision of NBN to Gidgegannup will be either by Satellite 
(Skymuster) or towers.    
 
Telstra: 
There was a widespread outage of both land lines and mobile coverage in 
Gidgegannup from 7th to 8th July, although some residents reported problems 
that were not resolved until 11th July.   We believe this was due to a cable 
providing services to Gidgegannup being damaged.   Thanks to Ken Wyatt for his 
assistance in getting this issue resolved. 
 
This outage severely impacted businesses throughout Gidgegannup and also the 
rest of the community.   It is clear evidence of our reliance on effective and 
reliable telecommunications and the necessity of the provision of such. 
 
Burgo’s Bar refurbishment: 
Submission supporting this refurbishment sent to City.  
 
Meeting with Mark McGowan: 
Frank Alban has indicated that he did respond to John Mangini’s email on 17th 
June, 2016, as follows: 
 
Thank you for the information you have provided me.  We are all aware of the 
fire risks in the hills. 
 
As we are in an election year, the normal "I'll do more than you" will surface, 
however I have not forgotten the total neglect of Swan Hills by the previous 
Labor Government. 
 
As you may be aware Minister Francis undertook to introduce the Firefighters 
and Emergency Volunteers Legislation Amendment (Compensation) Bill 2016, 
providing work cover more than 2400 volunteer firefighters against the 12 
cancers outlined in the national legislation for firefighters and emergency 
services. 
 
Both the Premier and several Ministers including Joe Francis have toured my 
electorate generally for funding support of infrastructure projects. 
 

mailto:gpa@gidgenet.com.au
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The Premier will again be in Gidgegannup for the opening of the Gidge Show and 
Minister Francis is due in Wooroloo in Sept/Oct to open the refurbished pool.  If 
you have a specific issue for discussion direct with the Premier or Fire and 
Emergency Services Minister please let me know and I will try and schedule this 
in. 
 
I also always welcome any group to visit my electorate office to discuss issues 
that are of benefit to my electorate. 
 
I have followed up on the Ferguson Report, it is with the Premier and will be 
available in the coming weeks.  I believe there are concerns within this 
document - similar to that being experienced by the Country Fire Brigades in 
Victoria, but I have not personally seen the document. 
 
Proposed new Midland Boral landfill site  
Response from Midland Brick: “We are not responsible for the sign and it was a 
surprise to us too. Upon investigation, it relates to the two lots south of 
Susannah Brook that face Toodyay Rd and have been advertised by Boral for 
some time. If sold, Midland Brick will have rights to use our internal road.” 
 
It now appears that Midland Brick are drilling to confirm further clay deposits 
south of Toodyay Road. 
 
Toodyay Road - Toodyay Rd/Stoneville Rd/Reen Rd Intersection 
Upgrade 2016/17: 
From Main Roads - To keep you informed: 
 
When this project commences construction you will see some vegetation clearing 
that you may want to be aware of in case you hear feedback through the 
community. It is due to a change in the scope of the project. 
 
At this intersection the westbound overtaking lane starts at Reen Rd and runs 
through the Stoneville Rd intersection. 
 
During the detailed design for this intersection upgrade it was realised that the 
westbound overtaking lane cannot be incorporated through the actual 
intersection and hence would be shortened westward to below minimum 
standards. Therefore we intend to extend the existing lane westward to a 
location where a suitable safe merging section can be implemented – this option 
has been selected but has the following implications: 
 
• Due to horizontal and vertical topography and two intersections into a 
section of “Old Toodyay Rd” the extension has to be westward to just short of 
Country Rd. 
• This results in a significant section of Toodyay Rd having overtaking lanes 
in both directions ie a 4 lane road.  
• Given this a painted median was investigated of width 1m to comply with 
the new Toodyay Rd strategic cross section and to provide a Safer Roads 
approach. 
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• However, along this section of overtaking lanes there are numerous 
farm/property driveways which would result at some intervals where a 
vehicle could be stationary along the overtaking lane in a 100km/h zone 
waiting to do a right turn into a property. Therefore a 3m painted 
median will be constructed between Stoneville Rd and up to 
Country Rd. 

• This will require full clearing of the southern verge of Toodyay Rd to 
increase the road width. 
 
This will improve safety and congestion. 
 
Double Bend on Reserve Road after Wooroloo Bridge before Reen Road:  
Concern expressed regarding this double bend and likelihood of accidents.   
There have been several accidents over the years but fortunately no fatalities.   
Road would need to be widened to have a white line in middle.   Main Roads 
indicate that they would not support a white line on road.   City investigating 
vegetation clearing and sealing of gravel shoulders to improve safety. 
 
Ferguson Report – Please help bring about change: 
On Thurs 23rd of June 2016 the Government released the Ferguson Report into 
the Waroona bushfires, which caused loss of life and widespread destruction. 
Unfortunately this event is not isolated, but part of a worsening trend in recent 
years, so something really needs to change. 
The report makes far reaching recommendations which could lead to major 
changes in the way Bush Fire Risk is managed in WA. In particular it 
recommends the setting up of an independent Rural Fire Service, staffed by 
persons with extensive and credible bush fire experience, and responsible for 
bush fire risk prevention as well as management of bush fires. It is envisaged 
that your volunteer Bush Fire Brigades would operate under the umbrella of this 
organisation. 
The report talks about empowering communities, and making them more 
resilient to the risk from bush fires. It also recommends much more resourcing 
for bush fire risk mitigation, including hazard reduction burning. These changes, 
if substantially adopted, are a once in a generation opportunity for substantial 
improvement in the way bush fire risk to the community is managed.  
The WA Government will give its response to the report in Sept. It may not 
necessarily adopt most of the recommendations. These changes will be resisted 
in some quarters, including by some in govt. This is why we need EACH AND 
EVERY ONE OF YOU to express your opinions on this DIRECTLY to your elected 
representatives in the WA Parliament, ie MLAs and MLCs. 
Please don't leave it until the Government responds in Sept to express your 
views. By then the decisions as to the way forward will likely have been made.  
Far better to do so in the next couple of weeks or so. 
 
Further information at https://publicsector.wa.gov.au/waroona-bushfire-special-
inquiry 
 
Please put submissions in by 15th August, 2016 

https://publicsector.wa.gov.au/waroona-bushfire-special
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York Waste site: 
It appears that SITA are not proceeding with this site.  For further information  
 
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/western-australia/waste-management-firm-
suez-backs-out-of-allawuna-landfill-project-in-york/news-
story/766434559fbeb2a61dfec6263fb0c9fb 
 
GPA now seeking to confirm status of Opal Vale Site which would impact on 
Toodyay Road.    
 
Federal Election: 
Congratulations to Ken Wyatt MP for being returned as the Member for Hasluck. 
 
AGM 18th July, 2016-  
Chairperson  Sally Block 
Vice Chairperson John Mangini 
Secretary  Michelle Zimmel 
Back up Secretary Nicky Marlowe 
Treasurer  Michelle Zimmel 
Committee: Denise Fernie, Peter Jensen, Geoff Knights, Jan Pittman 
 
Thank you to all those remaining on the Committee and joining the Committee.   
Also a very large thank you to our departing member Don Robertson, who has 
contributed so much to the GPA and this community.   
 
It is not the people who make the most noise who actually do the work and all 
these proactive, amazing volunteers need a big thank you from the community 
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