
Slow Down and Enjoy the Ride 

At this year’s Gidgegannup Small Farms Day, road safety advisors Karen White and Cliff 
Simpson of WALGA’s RoadWise program were available to talk about road safety 
matters. At the request of the Toodyay Road Liaison Committee, RoadWise were 
present with a display and competition on Safe Speeds. 

By answering three questions, visitors to the show were in the running to win one of 
three $100 gift vouchers. The questions were a good way to assess peoples’ knowledge 
of speed limits, and the question “are you allowed to travel faster than the speed limit 
when you are overtaking a vehicle?” did attract some interest. Thankfully, most people 
understood that it is illegal to exceed the posted speed limit, even when overtaking. 

It is a myth that by lowering the speed limit, there will be a significant increase in travel 
time resulting in being late and in fatigue. Recent changes to the Toodyay Road speed 
limits will put no more than 2 minutes extra on the travel time from Toodyay to Perth 
under normal conditions. We know there are not enough passing lanes on Toodyay 
Road, but remember, to overtake on double white lines is illegal, and not only puts you 
at risk, but also every other road user. Patience is a virtue!  

Is it not better to be 5 minutes late in this life than 5 minutes early into the next…? 
Winners of the competition were David Houghton of Ellenbrook, Melissa Foote of 
Gidgegannup, and Angela Johnson of Bullsbrook. Each received a $100 gift voucher. 

Stopping Distances 

The faster we drive, the further the stopping distance. So how fast can you stop?  

Reaction distance is the distance between seeing a problem and hitting the brakes. If 
you are alert, reaction time might be as little as 1.5 seconds. But driving at 60km/h you’ll 
still cover another 25 metres in the time it takes for your brain to tell your foot to brake. 

Braking distance is the number of metres between hitting the brakes and coming to a 
complete stop. You’ll cover another 20 metres before this happens: assuming the road is 
dry, your tyres and brakes are good. Add the reaction distance and braking distance, 
and you have a Stopping distance of 45 metres. This distance is often further than we 
think, and it has nothing to do with how good a driver we think we are, this is physics! 

If you are travelling at 65km/h through the 60km/h speed zone at Gidgegannup, and a 
child runs onto the road 45 metres ahead, do you think you will stop in time? The answer 
is no, you would hit that child at 32 km/h. If you were doing 60km/h you would stop (just!) 

Low level speeding, where people habitually travel at 5km/h over the limit, can be just as 
dangerous as excessive and inappropriate speeds.  

Please Slow Down, Consider Our Kids 


