
News from the West Gidge Bushfire Brigade – Sept 2008 
 
What a contrast the dry spell has been with the deluges last month. Things are drying out 
very quickly with little rain expected before mid September. Not good news for pasture or 
wildflowers. 
 
BUSHFIRES IN WINTER? These have already occurred and there were 3 callouts by the 
brigades in the first 3 weeks of August. Fire behaviour is surprisingly active after this spell of 
dry weather, and care should be taken with any burning which you do so that you do not lose 
control leading to unintended consequences. Remember you are liable for all consequences 
resulting. 
  
PREPARING FOR BUSHFIRES should be happening now. Regardless of whether your 
strategy is to evacuate early or stay and defend, you should prepare your property to 
minimize the impact of bushfire by hazard reduction, preparing fire suppression equipment 
and maintaining or improving access to water supplies. Make it easier for yourselves, your 
neighbours and the brigades to protect your properties. It is much more pleasant to trim and 
clear heavy fuel away from infrastructure at this time of year than when the weather warms 
up. So many people leave this until too late as they found to their cost during the 
Parkerville/Stoneville fire in Jan this year. That could easily have been Gidgegannup. 
 
HAZARD REDUCTION BURNING has already started by the brigades due to the unseasonal 
dry spel. If significant rain doesn’t occur in the next few weeks fire intensities will increase 
significantly to a level not normally expected until late spring. You are strongly advised to 
bring forward any spring hazard reduction burning you have planned and get it done soon. At 
present fires will be relatively easy to control and will reduce dry fuel without doing too much 
damage to live vegetation, including trees. If you think you need assistance please contact 
your brigade who can arrange for it to be done for a small fee. 
 
VERGE BURNING must not be done without formal approval by the City of Swan after 
assessment by City Officers. Any approval will require the burn to be conducted by the 
brigades. You will be prosecuted if you burn City of Swan land without permission. 
 
NEIGHBOURS may be your best allies, especially if you are away when a fire breaks out. 
You may not be able to return to your property due to road closures. A good neighborhood 
network with all being familiar with each others properties and fire plans may make the 
difference between suffering minor inconvenience and tragic or expensive loss. Neighbours 
may be able to move your stock to safety and/or to protect them and infrastructure. 
Arrangements can be informal or through a BRAG (Bush Fire Readiness Action Group).  
 
LIVESTOCK must be considered as part of your own fire response plan which should take 
into account that you may be away from your property when a fire breaks out. Planning for 
livestock should include considering refuge areas, evacuation and having well maintained 
buffer zones, low fuel hazards and properly maintained and adequate fire fighting equipment..  
 
HORSES THREATENED BY BUSHFIRES and requiring evacuation can be temporarily 
housed at the State Equestrian Centre under a temporary respite arrangement, but only 
while the fire threat exists. You will be required to remove them after the fire threat has 
passed, even if your paddocks have been burnt out, in which case you will then have to make 
your own arrangements. To access this service ring 92961200 and follow the prompts. 
 
BUSH SKILLS FOR THE HILLS workshops are held on a regular basis, and aimed at 
property owners with smaller blocks. The session on Bushfire is planned for mid Sept and will 
include lessons learnt from the Parkerville/Stoneville fire earlier this year. See the Gidgegram 
or Hills Gazette for details. 


