
News from the West Gidge Brigade 
 
Summer has definitely arrived with days getting hotter, and the countryside wilting away. Your 
brigades are ready for action but hope to be not needed. Many thanks to those members who 
have put up their hands for the duty rosters.  
As always brigades are on the lookout for new members, contact your local brigade. 
 
New Fire Unit 
West Gidge Brigade has received a Xmas present, a new Isuzu 2.4 Rural which will replace 
the trusty 3.4 which has given such excellent service over the past 11 years. This 4WD unit is 
superbly equipped and has already proved to have excellent both on road and steep country 
offroad capability. Members have put in considerable time training on this unit which has 
much new technology and significantly different operating systems from the old one.  
 
000 Calls 
The 000 service and FESA Comcentre have at times recently been overwhelmed by 000 
callers seeking general information on distant fires/smoke. This has already caused serious 
delays to 000 callers reporting genuine emergencies.  
000 should only be used in a serious emergency which is potentially life threatening. This 
would include bushfires near properties, structure fires, medical emergencies, and accidents 
where people are injured or trapped.  
000 should NOT be used to report or enquire about distant smoke which is likely to have been 
reported by someone much closer.  
In such cases use the general enquiries line 93239300, the recorded emergency info line 
1300 657 209, or the website www.fesa.wa.gov.au  
 
Arson and Suspicious Behaviour 
Arsonists have been very active in nearby areas. There has also been a spate of breakins 
and vandalism recently in Gidgegannup. Residents are reminded that they should remain 
vigilant, write down details of any suspicious behaviour, and report as appropriate.  
Join your local Rural Watch Group, if there isn’t one contact the Police about forming one. 
There are substantial rewards (up to $50,000) for information leading to the conviction of 
arsonists. 
 
Farm Machinery and Fires 
Tractors and other farm machinery have a history of starting fires. Sensible precautions 
include 

a. Maintaining machinery to avoid any source of sparking, in particular exhausts, 
electrics, and components requiring regular lubrication. Control oil leaks. 

b. Avoiding driving in long dry grass, especially on hotter days 
c. Having a means of extinguishing any accidental fire 
d. Cleaning away regularly build-ups of grass, leaves and oily dust accumulations. 

 
Bushfires Act requires tractors used in or adjacent to crop, pasture, bush or forest  

a. be equipped with water for fire suppression and an effective means of delivery. A 
9 litre stored pressure water extinguisher or a standard knapsack spray meet the 
requirements. You can buy such an extinguisher for less than $100 – cheap 
insurance as the first minute after a fire starts is the best time to control it.  

b. Has a spark arresting exhaust unless it is turbocharged 
 

If your tractor is not suitably equipped, you can be ordered to stop using it. If it starts a fire 
you may be charged. 
 

Stay safe! 
 

http://www.fesa.wa.gov.au

