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News and Fire advice from the West Gidge Brigade 
  
Fortunately the Victorian fires have been controlled, it remains to be seen whether 
improved bushfire fire management strategies are adopted in Victoria as a result. 
Inevitably changes will follow on in WA, with one likely outcome being that wider 
windows of opportunity will be given to DEC and other agencies for hazard reduction 
burning, even though this will mean city residents have to put up with a bit more 
smoke occasionally.  
The brigades have had several callouts including to Averley (near Ellenbrook) and in 
our old nemesis, the Avon Valley. Our new 2.4R has acquitted itself well at these 
incidents. 
  
Bushfire Readiness Groups 
A very successful seminar was held 25th Mar, at least 80 residents attended. It is 
hoped that this level of interest is maintained and that Gidge community continue to 
give this subject the attention it deserves. 
BRGs are small goups of residents in a particular area or street who share 
information and support regarding bushfire issues. Advice and educational material is 
available regarding how best to prepare yourself for the risk of bushfire. As each 
resident and locality has unique bushfire risks, it is important that these are identified.  
BRG facilitators can provide information and advice so that you can prepare well in 
advance for bushfires and to assist you in setting up your own BRG group. In 
particular this can assist you in making your choice whether to Stay and Defend, or 
Go Early.   
BRG facilitators are    East Gidge - David Cole 0409 746 425 
                                    West Gidge – John Mangini  95746289 
  
  
Prohibited Burning Season – extended until 14th April 2009 due to extremely dry 
conditions and predicted hot weather spells. The soil dryness index is the highest at 
this time for 5 years. It is possible that there may be further extensions. 
  
Restricted Burning Season - Permits to Burn 
Once the Restricted Burning Season opens, permits are required for almost all forms 
of burning. They may be obtained from the FCOs in your brigade area. For West 
Gidge the area is west of Stoneville and Reserve roads. From the northern end of 
Reserve rd the boundary continues northwards along the western edge of 
Ffarringtons to the Avon river. For East Gidge the area is the remainder of Gidge 
including the townsite area.  
West Gidge residents should contact West Gidge FCOs as listed on the back page of 
the Gidgegram to make an appointment. 
East Gidge residents should attend the Gidge Fire Station at 0830 Sat mornings 
where an East Gidge FCO will be available. 
You do not have an automatic right to a permit, the FCO has an absolute right of 
refusal under the Bushfires Act. If you are refused a permit it is an offence under the 
Bushfires Act to approach another FCO for one, though you can appeal to City of 
Swan. Do not expect a permit at short notice, there are required notification periods 
for neighbours, also burns should be well planned, not spur of the moment. 
You must comply with ALL conditions on the permit, otherwise it is automatically 
void, you can be charged for breaches. The permit is automatically suspended on 
days of very high or extreme fire danger, the onus is on the permit holder to check. 
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Hazard reduction burns 
These have proved very effective at reducing the severity and extent of bushfires. 
They can be done by property owners themselves, subject to seasonal restrictions 
and permit requirements. Late autumn and early winter dry periods can allow easily 
managed cool burns which significantly reduce fuel loadings.  
For larger, more difficult hazard reduction burning there are limited opportunities for 
these to be done by Brigades. The onus is on the landholder to identify any rare flora 
or other environmental issues which may be affected by burning. Fees are charged 
for Brigades to carry out burns. 
Advice can be obtained from one of the FCOs in your Brigade area as listed on the 
back of the Gidgegram. 
  
Verges and other Public Land 
Landholders may not burn their verges as hazard reduction in these is the 
responsibility of the City of Swan. There are safety and liability issues involved 
especially in regards to traffic. There are environmental issues especially in regard to 
rare flora. Any illegal burning is subject to prosecution. Offenders are liable for the 
costs associated with any accident or damage, traffic or otherwise, which might occur 
as a result. 
If you believe that your verge represents a fire hazard and you wish it burnt, you 
should contact the City of Swan Customer Advocates to start the process of 
approval. Contrary to previous advice the Brigades will not apply on your behalf. City 
of Swan will make a decision after assessing environmental and safety issues, and 
fuel loads and fire risk. Permission will only be granted subject to the Brigades or City 
employees or contractors doing the burn. 
The landholder would be responsible for ensuring fences and other infrastructure are 
clear of inflammable material. There should be unrestricted access for fire units along 
the inside of the property boundary and to water supplies. There may be additional 
requirements set depending on circumstances. The landholder would be expected to 
be in attendance for the duration of the burn. 
  
Joining your Brigade 
Brigades always welcome new members. Most training is done during the cooler 
months so the time to apply is now. This is an excellent way of supporting and 
contributing to your community. 
All you need is to be reasonably fit, to be able to get a Police Clearance, to be 
prepared to participate in training activities, and to be available some of the time to 
respond to fires. Participation can be tailored to suit your circumstances. All training 
and equipment is provided free of charge. 
Contact your local Brigade for details 
 
East Gidge - http://www.gidgegannup.info/services/firieseast.htm 
 
West Gidge - http://www.gidgegannup.info/services/firieswest.htm 

http://www.gidgegannup.info/services/firieseast.htm
http://www.gidgegannup.info/services/firieswest.htm

