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Bushfire activity in Gidge has been very minimal. The Restricted Burning Season has 
commenced and burning permits are being issued. As a number of burns are likely to occur 
on any day residents are asked to apply commonsense to reporting smoke/fire. If the fire 
appears to be a threat or out of control, call 000. If it appears safe but you are concerned 
about its legality, contact a FCO for your area, listed on the back of the Gidgegram. 
  
Bushfire Readiness Groups 
The first formal meetings have occurred. These meetings involve the group gathering to 
discuss their individual and collective fire threats and strategies. Group visits to individual 
properties allow familiarization so as best to prepare group members to assist each other.  
Meetings so far have identified a number of issues which affect bushfire prevention and 
preparedness in their local areas, and members/residents are adopting strategies to adapt to 
these. 
Rural watch and other mutual support issues are also being discussed at the same time so 
that the bushfire issue is not being treated in isolation but being part of a wider range of 
matters of joint concern. 
Participants have agreed that the process is very beneficial, all residents are encouraged to 
become involved, contact you local BRG coordinators or Brigade for further information. 
  
Becoming a Volunteer 
Questions are often asked as to the level of commitment and the cost involved in being a 
Bushfire Brigade Volunteer, especially as people seem to have such busy lives.  
Essentially the level of commitment is up to the individual and is very flexible. There are few if 
any out of pocket expenses other than travel to/from training and brigade activities. As long as 
you are reasonably fit, are somehow involved in the area and can obtain a police clearance 
you are eligible. 
  
All equipment, protective clothing, the cost of a medical examination, and training is 
provided FREE by City of Swan and FESA. The cost of the Police Clearance will be 
reimbursed. 
  
Ongoing Volunteer Commitments 
To be an effective volunteer, initial training should be reinforced and refreshed. This is done 
by participating in some training activities and being available for bushfire callout at least 
some of the time. 
There are no hard and fast rules regarding this ongoing commitment. It is not expected that 
members attend all or even a majority of these activities, although many members do. They 
should however participate in some of them, otherwise they are likely to become less effective 
as volunteers with fire ground safety for both themselves and those with them being 
compromised. 
  
The advantages and benefits of volunteering  
You get the opportunity to be in a position to protect your community, learn skills will assist 
you in protecting your family and property, and get to meet locals who are committed to 
serving their community.  
  
When/where to apply 
The best time to get involved is now! The clearance and application process, together with the 
medical usually takes about a month before you will be cleared for initial training. The training 
courses are held several times a year, mostly in the cooler months. 
Hazard reduction burns which give members the experience to enable them to deal with 
bushfires are held in autumn/winter spring. 
For further information contact your local Brigades. 


