
News and Fire Advice from the West Gidge Brigade – Sept 2009

The Royal Commission into the Victorian Bushfires has presented an interim report, making
a considerable number of recommendations. Some of these are already in place in WA.
What is concerning is that the interim report has not addressed what was arguably one of
the major controllable factor in causing the fire intensity during Black Saturday, the very high
fuel loads in the affected areas, particularly near buildings and other infrastructure. Fuel
loads can be reduced and controlled, weather conditions cannot be. 

Warnings
These are useful if you get timely and accurate information, this is often not the case. On
extreme days fire development can be so rapid that no matter how efficiently information and
warnings are distributed, they can be very out of date by the time you receive them. This is
complicated by poor mobile phone coverage and landlines being vulnerable to fire.
Fire danger rating is advised EVERY day during the fire season. The FESA and Bureau of
Meteorology info lines and Websites are updated as information comes to hand. ABC Radio
(720) passes emergency fire information and warnings. YOU need to take ownership of
keeping yourself, your family and your immediate community informed.
What is very unlikely is for accurate and timely information regarding your immediate vicinity
to be available. Regardless of what warning system is rolled out don’t rely on it warning you
about the risk to yourself.
Even if you do receive timely and accurate information, it is of little use if you have not
properly prepared yourself and family to act on it.

Stay or Go?
This is a contentious issue and the arguments for/against evacuation are not as simple as
they might seem. What is the best for one fire may not be for another.

Safe evacuation requires you to get a number of things right
- Being informed as to where the threat is – adequate information
- Go early – this can be very hard to achieve if fires develop rapidly
- Safe evacuation route -  Rural areas such as Gidge have long, winding roads,

with few alternate routes, and heavy vegetation and tree cover alongside.
Such roads are easily cut, which can lead to you being trapped.

- Somewhere safe to go. Unless you can travel a considerable distance, you
could end up somewhere that is no more safe than from where you left.

Stay and defend also requires you to get things right
- Suitable building – This needs to be constructed so that ember traps are

minimised, The exteriors should be of material with low flammability and high
heat resistance. 

- Built in protection systems need to be well designed and not ad hoc.
- Low fuel area – 20m from your home should be virtually fuel free, and out to

100m fuel should be reduced. Trees and their branches should be well clear.
Crowns of trees should be well separated.

- A means of delivering firefighting water independent of power supplies



- Being fit, suitably dressed and equipped, and mentally prepared to stay and
defend.

Which Strategy for you?
There is no one strategy that is best for all events. You should have a robust Bushfire Action
Plan to suit your particular circumstances. It should address different scenarios as no two
fires are the same and risks widely differ. 
This needs to be done early and as many of the preparation components of the plan as
possible should be implemented well before the fire season. 

If you are not properly prepared you could face a lose/lose situation, and be in grave danger
whichever option you might choose. You threaten the safety of your family, friends,
employees, neighbours and of the emergency services personnel who might have to try and
rescue you.

The Bushfire Readiness Group programme will greatly assist you with assessment and
information but it is YOU who will have to act on implementing a Bushfire Action Plan. 
Contact your local Brigade for details.

Some people say why fuss about what many regard as a once in a lifetime event?

We only have one life, don’t we.


