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Fire News and Advice Oct 2010  
  
Too many bushfires already! With the number of call-outs recently, you as a land owner or 
resident must realise that YOU are responsible for your own fires – conditions are VERY DRY, 
fires are running quickly, and that you MUST make sure that you don’t light up unless you are 
absolutely sure that your burn is both safe and legal. Afterwards make sure your fire is FULLY 
extinguished so it does not threaten the community.  
Vollies are mostly full time workers & give up their precious time to help protect the community…. 
DO YOUR BIT! 
  
Important Dates 
Restricted Burning Season - 1st Oct to 30th Nov – Permits required 
Firebreaks -  required by 1st Nov unless prior alternative arrangements are made with City of 
Swan 
Prohibited Burning Season - 1st Dec until at least 31st March but will almost certainly be 
extended 
  
FESA Toodyay Fire Report - implications 
FESA have released their report into the cause which seems to confirm that a power pole falling 
was by far the most likely cause of the fire. They have also released an independently conducted 
Major Incident Review. Findings include that available response resources did all they could have 
possibly done with the resources available to control the fire under what were near catastrophic 
conditions.  
The report reinforced that only very well prepared properties had a reasonable prospect of being 
defended and surviving the fire. Landowners and residents have the primary responsibility for 
making their properties as fire safe as is possible.  
With fire seasons getting hotter, longer and drier we can expect bushfires to become more intense 
and more difficult to control. EVERYBODY in the community, without exception, has a 
responsibility to do what they can to reduce the risk of and the impact from bushfire. 
  
Reporting Fires/smoke 
It is important to report any bushfires as early as possible so timely response can be made. 
However during the Restricted Burning Season be mindful that permits to burn are being issued 
and Landholders, Brigades and Govt departments such as DEC are likely to be burning legally 
during this time. 
However these permits will have very severe restrictions unless we get significant rain (we wish). 
There will be zero tolerance of any violation of permit conditions.  
Residents are asked to take just a little effort, subject to circumstances, by taking just a few 
minutes to check out whether the fire should be reported. This may save unnecessary callouts of 
brigades. 

- If a fire appears to be out of control and/or threatening lives or property call 000 to 
report it immediately.  

- In an emergency do not call anyone else before you call 000. Calling a Brigade member 
reaches just one person. Calling 000 generates an alert which within a couple of minutes 
reaches anywhere between 30 and 50 Bushfire Volunteers. 

- If there are people in attendance and they do not seem to be running round like headless 
chooks trying to extinguish the fire it is likely a controlled burn.  

- Be cautious about whether or how you report distant smoke 
- If you report a fire make sure you describe as accurately as you can where the fire is with 

reference to roads/crossroads. Street numbers are particularly important. Frequently the 
address of the person reporting gets confused with the location of the fire with the result 
that response initially goes to the wrong place. Many volunteers can recount tales of 
travelling with lights and sirens to a reported fire at an address to find that the residents 
have reported smoke 3 suburbs away, given their own address, and the neighbours are 
wondering what all the fuss is about! 
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Permits – general information 
- These can be issued by a Bush Fire Control Officer (BFCO) or authorised permit issuing 

officer for your area.  
- You will not be issued with a permit unless the BFCO believes you can do the burn safely 

and legally 
- If you are refused a permit it is an offence under the Bushfires Act to ask for one from 

another BFCO, though you can take the matter up with the City of Swan 
- You must comply with ALL the conditions on the Permit. You can be prosecuted for non-

compliance, make sure you read your permit carefully and ask for explanation if unsure. If 
a condition is written or printed on the permit, you have no hope of claiming ignorance as 
an excuse. 

- You should make arrangements well in advance to obtain a permit as there are minimum 
notification periods for all neighbours, also burns should be well planned. 

- A permit gives you no protection from any liability or obligations resulting from escape or 
loss of control of your burn. 

- Permits are automatically suspended on days of Very High or above Fire Danger Rating – 
the onus is on you to check 

- West Gidge residents should make an appointment 
1.      North of Toodyay rd - John Mangini 0427770003      Steve Payne 0419906447 
2. South of Toodyay rd – John Eva 95746089 

- East Gidge residents should attend the Gidge fireshed between 08:30 and 10:00 Sat 
mornings to obtain a permit 

  
Hot work during the Restricted or Prohibited Seasons 
Any hot work in the open air including welding, abrasive cutting or gas cutting is subject to 
restrictions under the Bushfires Act during these times. Many fires are started annually due to 
carelessness in relation to these activities.  
You must have as an absolute minimum 

- 5 metres in every direction clear of any flammable material 
- A fire extinguisher which holds a minimum of 7.5 litres water with an efficient means of 

delivering it. A knapsack spray or firefighting unit covers this requirement if it is on site and 
immediately ready to go. 

- It is prudent to have some form of fire watch as well 
  
Breaking the Rules 

- If you burn illegally, or carry out an act likely to cause a bushfire, you will be reported to 
City of Swan, NO EXCEPTIONS. The City will decide whether to prosecute. 

- This includes burning without a permit or exemption, or not complying FULLY with permit 
conditions. 

  
What is an Illegal Burn during the Restricted Burning Season 

- Without a permit or exemption (very limited exemptions apply after 6:00 pm). 
- ANY burning whatsoever when the fire danger rating is Very High or above  
- ANY burn is which is unattended. 
- If any permit or exemption requirement is not complied with 
- If you as a neighbour have not been given prior notification of a permit burn 

  
Gidge Brigade boundaries/areas 

- West Gidge – west of Reserve and Stoneville rds. For north of Reserve/Berry intersection 
the boundary follows the western edge of Ffarrinton’s 

- East Gidge – anywhere in Gidgegannup east of the above 


