
 

 

Fire News and Advice - April 2011 
  
Stop Press - Prohibited Burning Season Extended 
Due to continuing dryness and high temperatures the Prohibited Burning Season in City of Swan 
has been extended until 14th April 2011. Further extensions are very likely unless there is an early 
break to the season – don’t hold your breath! 
  
Bushfire Summer - one to remember 
A number of major fires in the South West with well in excess of 100 houses destroyed, with other 
associated loss of property, pasture, machinery, vehicles and habitat. Fortunately no lives lost and 
relatively few injuries. Lake Clifton and Roleystone were the worst of these. 
The State Govt has announced an enquiry but will we heed the lessons and implement change as 
a result. Probably nowhere near to the extent we should. How many of us will adopt the attitude 
that someone (usually someone else) should do something?  
If you adopt that attitude you are shirking your responsibility.  
EVERY resident needs to play their part by having an effective BUSHFIRE ACTION PLAN and by 
making their property as fire safe as possible. 
  
Red Hill/Brigadoon Fire 
- 1170 Ha, 18 km perimeter 
- Approx 650 personnel did aver 6000 hours 
- Fire units from as far away as Newdegate, Albany and Geraldton 
- Resources stretched as Roleystone fire started next day 
- Running fire for 2 days, another 9 days mopup/blackout 
- Up to 20 reignitions per day dealt with by brigades 
- 75 Gidge Vollies did over 700 hours, some people did 5+ shifts 
- NO LIVES LOST only minor injuries 
- NO HOUSES LOST, some other property damage 
  
Good outcome but how much was due to luck? 
 . 
Roleystone vs Red Hill/Brigadoon 
Red Hill 
- 80 km/h winds, flame heights up to 60 m reported in first couple of hours 
- Fire had several hours to run before houses impacted (except 1 near origin) 
- Able to get approx 60 fire units in place before groups of houses threatened 
- Able to give threatened communities timely warning 
- Last years Brigadoon fire encouraged better preparation by many 
Roleystone 
- Fire almost immediately impacting many houses 
- No time to get emergency response in place before impact 
- High fuel loads and poorly prepared properties 
- Poor access for firefighting vehicles 
  
Let’s not kid ourselves however. If the fire had started close downwind of the Gidge townsite, or 
one of the other subdivisions or scattered groups of houses that night the story could have been 
VERY different. It was very lucky that only 1 house was impacted during the first couple of hours 
and that was successfully defended by early arriving crews. In the early stages due to the horrific 
conditions we were confident that the fire could be stopped -  SOMEWHERE NEAR YANCHEP! 
Gidgegannup was VERY lucky that night! 
  
Under those conditions if the fire had started within a km or so upwind 
- You probably have received little or no warning before the fire impacted 
- Emergency services would likely not have arrived before the fire 
- You may not have had the choice to evacuate 



 

 

- Your home might be safest place to be, if not very fire safe just the best of a very poor 
choice of places to be 

- You would likely have had to rely just on yourselves and your neighbours to protect your 
lives/properties 

- ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THAT SITUATION? 
  
Common Factors Leading to Property Loss in Recent Fires 
- Very dry conditions 
- Strong winds giving extreme fire behaviour 
- High fuel loads near houses 
- Houses themselves poorly constructed and prepared 
- Poor water supplies 
- Unable to access water supply when power fails 
- Response times for emergency services especially in rural areas 
- Difficult access for fire units 
- Evaporative air conditioners 
NONE of these are new, they have been talked about for a long time so why have we not already 
learnt the lessons. Of the above factors it is only the first 2 that we really can’t control. Property 
owners themselves have the most control over the other factors. Remember that legally individual 
landholders have the prime responsibility to manage bushfire risk on their property. However Local 
Govts must take some of the responsibility for failing to enforce adequate bushfire hazard 
mitigation measures by landholders and on their own land. Other agencies bear some 
responsibility too. 
   
Defending properties 
-          Many would be very difficult to defend  

- Reported as major problem at Roleystone 
- Common situation throughout Perth Hills 
- Not unusual at Gidge 

-          Make your property as easy to defend as possible 
- Effective Building Protection Zone and Hazard Separation Zone 
- Structures as fire safe as possible 
- Reliable and accessible firefighting water supplies INDEPENDENT of power 

supplies 
- Easy access to and all around structures for heavy firefighting units (think in terms of 

an 8 ton truck!) 
Firefighters do practice “triage” and if required to make a choice with available resources will put 
the effort into defending properties that have a reasonable chance of being saved rather than those 
with little chance.  
  
YOU can make the most difference in improving your survival and property protection chances by  
- being proactive in fulfilling YOUR responsibility as a resident or landholder to minimise as 

far as practicable the bushfire hazards associated with your property 
- by making your property as easy as possible to defend from fire 
- by developing a robust Bushfire Action Plan which covers most possible situations 
- by cooperating with your neighbours through an effective Bushfire Ready Group 
- by supporting your local Brigades 
- by giving serious consideration to joining your Brigade. 
  
Play Your Part! 


