
Fire News and Advice April 2012 

bush is still extremely dry, we usually get very strong and dry easterly winds during autumn, and we 
are still likely to get hot spells. 

The Prohibited Burning Season has been extended to 14th April due to very dry conditions. 
 
The Restricted Burning Season will commence 15th April 2012.   
 
Permits to Burn 

- Permits for both East and West Gidge areas will only be issued at the Gidge Fireshed 
between 08:30 and 10:30 on Saturday mornings, you will no longer be able to get permits at 
other times. 

- In the early stages of the Restricted Season very strict conditions may apply, and if it remains 
very dry permits may not be issued at all. 

- Getting a permit is not a right, it is a privilege and you should treat it as such 
- You have to convince the BFCO Issuer that what you plan to do is safe. 
- If you are refused a permit you commit an offence by trying to get one from another BFCO 
- Allow at least 4 days between applying for the permit and being able to burn, you will NOT 

be issued same day or short notice permits 
- You must comply with all conditions on the permit, make sure you read the back as well, if in 

any doubt seek clarification from the BFCO who issued the permit 
- Having a permit in no way absolves you from any liability for the consequences of escape of 

your burn, or from smoke across roads causing an accident etc. 
 
Verges and Reserves 
Please be reminded that you are not allowed to carry out burning on verges, only the City can 
authorise this. If you have any concerns or suggestions regarding fuel loads and risk on verges or 
reserves you should raise these directly with City of Swan, NOW is the best time to do it as the City is 
currently reassessing its hazard management practices and needs maximum input.  
Best email swan@swan.wa.gov.au with your submission. 
 
Hazard Reduction 
Best start on this soon, autumn, winter and spring are the best times as it is far more pleasant 
slashing, trimming etc in the cooler months than at the last minute when it warms up. It also allows 
trimmings, branches etc time to dry out and be safely burnt during the lower risk months of the 
year. For advice on achieving an effective Building Protection Zone and a further Hazard Separation 
Zone please contact your local Bushfire Ready Facilitator, or better still set up a Bushfire Ready 
Group with your near neighbours (a Facilitator can help you kick start this) as what your neighbours 
do in terms of bushfire risk preparation impacts greatly on the effectiveness of your own measures.  
Hazard reduction by burning is possible once the Restricted Season opens, but make sure you have a 
permit if required. Brigades can assist in the larger more complex burns or they can offer advice on 
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Reporting Smoke and Fire 
Once the Restricted Season starts there are likely to be legal fires. However illegal or unsafe fires 
should be reported ASAP to 000.  
For example  

- You can see the fire or the smoke you can see is from a fire which you believe is actually in 
your area (frequent false alarms are raised from smoke which has drifted from far away fires 
many many kms away) 

- The fire appears out of control 
- It is unattended  
- You otherwise believe that it is illegal or unsafe 
- It is burning on your neighbours property and they have not given you proper notice (verbal 

is OK otherwise minimum 4 days in writing delivered to your letterbox.)  
- Note that there is an exemption to notification and permit requirements for a single small 

heap of garden refuse (NOT household rubbish) between 6:00 pm and midnight but anyone 
who uses these MUST ensure they are fully aware of the conditions which apply to these. In 
any case you should be a good neighbour and advise. 

It is an absolute waste of time to send an email or SMS to a local Bushfire Control Officer regarding 
any such breaches as by the time these are received some time may have passed and it may be too 
late to take effective action. If you wish to enquire about a burn that you feel is safe but just want to 
check the legality, phone them
Otherwise if you are concerned call 000 and report it immediately. 
 


