
Fire News and Advice June 2012 

 

The Restricted Burning Season finishes 31
st

 May 2012.  

The next Restricted Burning Season is scheduled to start 1st Oct 2012. 

From 1st June to 30th Sept permits are not required. 

However this in no way relieves you of your responsibility to take due care, nor of your liability for 

any consequences of your burn getting out of control, or for smoke causing nuisance, damage or 

traffic hazard.  

There have been numerous cases of people being “surprised” at how easily a fire can get away even 

in winter after a dry spell. You should always plan for worst case scenario and have a backup plan. 

You should advise neighbours of any burns which might cause concern. 

 

Safety with LPG Cylinders 

LPG gas cylinders commonly used for domestic purposes in rural areas can expose residents to 

significant risk in case of bushfire or structure fire unless correctly installed. Appropriate 

maintenance including keeping the area fuel free is essential. The issue of gas cylinder safety was 

one of the recommendations of the Keelty enquiry into the Roleystone/Kelmscott fires.  

Energy Safety WA has recently released a useful guide, key points as follows 

LP Gas cylinders should be:  

- outside of buildings, nominally at ground level 

- not under a building or stairway 

- on a firm, level and non-combustible base 

- secured to a solid structure 

- clear of combustible materials 

- positioned so the safety valves point away from adjacent structures and cylinders.  

If a bushfire is approaching, and provided it is safe to do so, follow the steps below 

- Turn off all cylinders with the hand valve (located on top, turn in a clockwise direction) 

- Leave all cylinders installed, secured in an upright position. 

- Ensure the area around the cylinders is free of combustible materials. 

- Do NOT cover the cylinders with wet material to keep cool as it may dry out and become 

combustible.  

- If the cylinders are exposed to heat, and if safe to do so, hose them down with water to 

reduce the pressure.  

For the full brochure see http://www.energysafety.wa.gov.au and follow the links to publications. 

 

 Managing your Property for Fire Risk – the future 

New developments in bushfire prone areas have to comply fully with WAPC “Planning for Bushfire”. 

However in light of the disasters at Toodyay, Kelmscott/Roleystone and Margaret River in recent 

years it is not out of the question for some of the requirements to become compulsory 

retrospectively for existing developments in the not too distant future.  

In particular the following should be seriously taken onto consideration by all landholders even if at 

the time there has not been a legal requirement imposed on your property to comply 

- Building Protection Zone within 20m of buildings with minimal fuel (less than 2 T/Ha), 

branches well clear of roofs, open tree canopy etc 



- Hazard Separation Zone up to 100m from buildings particularly if high risk bushland is 

nearby. This can be bush but fuel loads must be adequately managed. 

- Driveways/access to buildings easily trafficable by heavy fire units and with suitable 

turnarounds for heavy fire units 

- Water tanks with easy access and suitable fittings for fire fighters. The standard for domestic 

tanks is a 50mm male camlock fitting with a full flow valve. 

Remember making these arrangements for your property is in your best interests as it makes it far 

easier for fire fighters (and yourselves) to defend your property.  

If you have any concerns with Fire Risk Management on your own or other land, including Local Govt 

(eg verges and reserves) and other Crown land, please contact City of Swan swan@swan.wa.gov.au 

or PO Box 196 Midland 6936. Your Local Brigades may be able to offer you some advice, but the City 

has the final say on requirements. Better to contact the City sooner rather than later as they are 

currently reviewing their bushfire risk management arrangements.  

 

Joining a Brigade 

As always brigades can use new members, there is always a turnover of those people who have 

done their bit (no we don’t usually wear them out or break them). Joining has several advantages for 

you and the community. 

- Increasing the pool of available responders, particularly if an incident runs to multiple shifts 

as happened at Red Hill and many other fires in recent years 

- You learn the skills to be able to far better manage any direct risk to your family/property 

- Meeting other community members who are prepared to put in time and effort on behalf of 

the community (many members also participate in other community organisations, this is 

one important building block of a really vibrant and functioning community)  

All you need is to be able to pass a Police Clearance (this is done on line and costs you nothing), be 

moderately fit and be prepared to spend a little bit of time on training activities. All training, supply 

of equipment etc is free (good chance to get your ESL Levy back). 

NOW is the time to make the move if interested, the application takes about 6 weeks to process. 

Please contact your local brigade for further info. If you leave it too long you are likely to miss out on 

completion of training for next season. 

 

Bushfire Ready Groups 

These are groups of residents in a particular street or close by locality who organise themselves to 

be mutually supportive in minimising the impact on lives and property. After an initial startup 

meeting by a FESA approved Bushfire Ready Facilitator they are generally self run. They are a great 

way of identifying individual vulnerabilities, ensuring prompt notification during an incident, pooling 

resources and identifying the best refuges from bushfire attack. 

There have been a number of BRGs set up in Gidge, but there should be a lot more. 

For further information please contact 

East Gidge Fire District - David Cole david.cole@focused.com.au  

West Gidge Fire District - John Mangini john.mangini@bigpond.com 

 


