
Fire News and Advice – July 2012 
Great to see all this rain, dams and tanks filling up and everything nice and green.  

Recent storms 
The damage across the southwest was very extensive, luckily Gidge escaped relatively 
unscathed except for power and phone outages, and a few trees and branches down. This 
is a timely reminder that it is not only in bushfire season you need to have an emergency 
plan. You should also plan for events such as these where loss of power, phone, internet 
and even the ability to travel on roads may be lost. That is, don’t just have a Bushfire 
Survival Plan, have a Storm plan as well. This can include trimming branches near 
buildings, securing loose debris, having a backup power supply and battery operated 
radio, sufficient non perishable food for several days, possibly a small gas fridge for 
perishables. Some of these preparations are common with those for bushfire! 
State Emergency Service volunteers from Swan played a large role in the recovery efforts 
and were assisted by Bushfire volunteers from Swan, including Gidge, in the Rockingham 
area with cleanup and securing property.  
 
Volunteering as an ethic 
Community volunteering in all its forms contributes greatly to a rich and vibrant community. 
This can range from coaching sporting teams, participating in rubbish collection drives, 
helping with community events such as the Small Farm Field Day and the Gidge Show, 
involving yourself in community consultations by Local and State Govt, being active in 
P&Cs and playgroups, friends of reserves and other environmental groups, and of course 
Emergency Services Volunteering. It is very common to find some residents involving 
themselves in several aspects of community volunteering.  
For those who actively participate a heartfelt thanks from the community. 
For those who don’t, are you one of the complainers who are prone to say “somebody 
should do something about ..............” without being prepared to make a positive 
contribution which may lead to a real difference. 
 
Emergency Services Volunteering 
Unfortunately this form of volunteering seems to be in decline in many areas. Recruitment 
is not meeting natural attrition, and the average age of volunteers in City of Swan is well 
over 40.  
The startup training course for Bushfire Brigade Volunteer entrants scheduled for July has 
been cancelled due to lack of interest across the whole City of Swan, including Gidge. 
Imagine that, out of a total population across the City of the order of 100,000, and with 5 
brigades being the primary response across over 700 sq km there were not enough 
applicants to find the minimum (8) applicants to run a course.  
While Emergency Services Volunteering is not for everyone, be reminded it is to these we 
look to for protection and assistance when the proverbial hits the fan. Fewer volunteers 
mean less effective response and a longer time before you may get help in an emergency.  
 
The next and only opportunity this year to become a Volunteer Bushfire Fighter will be on 
a training course in October, however the applications must be submitted by early Sept. 
Contact your local Brigade sooner rather than later. 


