
Fire News and Advice Sept 2012

Important dates
- 1st Oct Start of Restricted Burning Season – Permits required
- 2nd Nov Firebreaks must be in place
- 1st Dec Start of Prohibited Burning Season (unless brought forward)

Restricted Burning Season and Permits
From 1st Oct Permits are required for most forms of burning. These are
normally only issued for both East and West Gidge Brigade areas at the
Gidgegannup Fire Shed between 08:30 and 10:00 on Saturday mornings from
29th Sept onwards.
Note that the Restricted Burning Season may be shortened and end 14th Nov
instead of 30th Nov if dry conditions persist.

Water theft
There has been a case reported of interference with an emergency water
supply tank near the Gidgegannup townsite, with most of the water being
taken. The thieves also jammed the float indicator so no one would notice.
This is theft, and the miserable lowlife perpetrators will be vigorously
prosecuted if identified.
More importantly there are serious safety implications. These tanks are to refill
fire units which have very limited water capacity. Shortage of readily available
water in areas such as Gidge is one of the most important factors limiting the
ability of our firefighters to protect you and your property.
As with any criminal activity, if you see or hear of anything suspicious, record
and report the details ASAP.

End of an era  
Last week saw the closing down of West Gidge Radio Base, operated by
Angela Whife. Angie and Brian have been active members of the West Gidge
Brigade for nearly 50 years. Angie was also a member of the Swan
Communications Brigade for many years. Brian is a former Captain and Fire
Control Officer. Both have been very active in other community activities over
the years. Their example of community service is shining example which will
be very hard to emulate.
West Gidge Base will be re-established elsewhere soon, details TBA.
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Promise of things to come
It is no surprise that the Seasonal Outlook recently released by the
Cooperative Centre for Bushfire Research predicts above average fire risk for
much of WA this summer including the South West in which we live. 
Winter has ended with only about 60% of “normal” rainfall. What is concerning
is that 3 of the 4 driest years recorded in WA have occurred in the last 6 years.
These are 2006, 2010 and so far this year. These effects are cumulative in
reducing overall soil moisture levels and accelerating the drying of bush and
other fuels. It is also reflected in the diminished runoff and winter stream
behaviour being observed (in some areas the lowest flow rates in living
memory). Soil dryness is a major factor in determining fire behaviour. 
Low dam levels will mean reduced water availability for firefighters, particularly
from January onwards.
In 2010 we had our first major fire in Gidge in late Sept, with the very large
John Forrest National Park fire in Nov 2010, then of course Red Hill and
Roleystone/Kelmscott in Feb 2011. 
Southern Europe and North America have been experiencing very destructive
bushfires recently due in a large part to drought conditions, a reminder of the
possibilities nearer to home.

Hope you are well prepared!
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