
Fire News and Advice – Oct 2012 

Note that there was some incorrect information in the Seasonal Guide sent out 

by City of Swan, in particular incorrect dates and confusing terminology 

regarding Harvest and Vehicle Movement Bans.  

Important Dates 

- 1
st

 Oct - Restricted Burning Season starts – permits required 

- 2
nd

 Nov Firebreaks must be in place 

- 1
st

 Dec – Prohibited Burning Season starts (unless brought forward) 

Restricted Burning Season 1
st

 Oct to 30
th

 Nov 

- ALL burning before 6:00 pm and most burning after 6:00 pm requires a 

permit 

- Penalties $4,500 for first offence, $10,000 for subsequent ones 

 

Permits 

- Issued at Gidge Fire shed 08:30 to 10:00 am Saturdays from 29
th

 Sept 

 

Reporting offences or fires 

During the Restricted Burning Season there will often be a considerable 

amount of legal controlled burning. Some of these burns may be large ones 

conducted by Brigades and other Govt agencies such as DEC. This can lead to 

numerous false alarms and unnecessary callouts is from well meaning passers 

by who see smoke or fire from perfectly legal burns. 

Distant smoke, or smoke that has travelled a long way from larger controlled 

burns often results in false alarms. 

If you see smoke or fire which is of concern to you 

- Please take a few minutes to check around, it may be a legal burn under 

someone’s control 

- If it appears illegal, out of control, or presenting a safety risk, report it by 

calling 000 

As a general guide a fire is illegal during the Restricted Burning Season 

- if it is on a neighbour’s property and 

o it is before 6:00 pm and you haven’t been given proper prior 

notice 



o or it is after 6:00 pm, involves more than a single small heap, and 

you haven’t been notified 

- Anywhere, including neighbours 

o If it is unattended (note just because you can’t immediately see 

anyone doesn’t necessarily mean it is unattended, they may be 

nearby, even on the other side of the fire and you can’t see them 

through the smoke) 

o It appears to be out of control 

o If it is on a day of VERY HIGH,  or above fire danger 

o If a FESA Total Fire Ban or Local Govt Harvest and Vehicle 

Movement Ban is in force 

Exception to requirement for permits 

- Single heap only of garden refuse, not rubbish, less than 1 sq m 

- 5 metre clear area plus means of extinguishment 

- Must not be left unattended 

- Only between 6:00 pm and 11:00 pm 

- Must be completely extinguished by midnight 

- NOT allowed if the Fire Danger is VERY HIGH or above 

- Not allowed if a FESA Total Fire Ban or Local Govt Harvest and Vehicle 

Movement Ban is in force 

- Must not cause smoke nuisance or hazard 

- You should advise neighbours 

 

Bushfire on your land – Bushfires Act Sect 28 

- You are required to take all reasonable measures possible at your own 

expense to extinguish it irrespective of how it was caused or whether it 

has come from outside your property 

- You must not leave it unattended unless this is required for your own 

safety, even if you report it and the brigades arrive 

- If you don’t take all reasonable measures to control the fire, costs may 

be recovered 

 


