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Fire News and Advice Nov 2012 

Important dates 
Nov 2nd - Firebreaks must be in place 
Nov 10th - Bushfire Ready Information Session – 09:30 to 11:30 Gidge Fire Shed 
Dec 1st  -  Start of Prohibited Burning Season (unless brought forward) 
 
The recent tragedy involving DEC Firefighters at Two Peoples Bay is a reminder of 
how dangerous bushfire can be for even those who are trained and experienced in 
dealing with it, let alone those who are not. A similar accident nearly cost the life of a 
Gidge Bushfire Volunteer 20 years ago. 
 
Pastures are curing rapidly, the bush has very high fuel loads and bushfire behaviour is 
already very active, as fires at Bullsbrook, Bindoon and of course Two Peoples Bay 
have demonstrated. The Bindoon fire, with similar terrain and current dryness was 200 
Ha! By the time this article has been published there will have undoubtedly been 
more. 
 
Is your property a danger to those trying to protect you? 
Time and time again, we hear from volunteers who are disgusted by the poor level of 
preparation by property owners whose interests they are trying to defend. How would 
YOU feel if one of those volunteers was injured or killed in defending your property, 
and if one of the contributing factors was that you had not done your best prepare your 
property for bushfire impact. 
If your property presents a risk to trained fire fighters, think how much more of a risk 
it presents to you and your family. 
 
The Brigades 
Both East and West Gidge are well into preparations for the upcoming season, which 
promises to have above average bushfire behaviour. Training/refresher sessions have 
been conducted and a number of hazard reduction burns have been carried out. 
Members have responded to a number of fires both within and outside Gidge. 
 
Bushfire Awareness/Bushfire Ready 
Are you part of a Bushfire Ready Group for your area, if not you should be.  
City of Swan and FESA, in conjunction with local brigades, will be conducting a 
Community Fire Information session at the Gidge Fireshed Sat 11th Nov from 09:30 to 
11:30 am.  
Come along and meet brigade members, have a look at the fire units, and talk to 
people who can give you sound advice on how best to prepare for bushfire.  
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Total Fire Bans, Harvest and Vehicle Movement Bans 
There have already been Total Fire Bans and Harvest and Vehicle Movement Bans this 
season in nearby wheatbelt areas. It may not be long before the first of these are 
declared in City of Swan. YOU have a responsibility to check if a ban is in force if 
you are undertaking any activity which MIGHT contravene a ban.  
Note 

- There are differences in what you are allowed/not allowed to do between the 2 
types of ban, check on www.fesa.wa.gov.au and www.swan.wa.gov.au 

- While a Total Fire Ban is usually imposed the evening before, a Harvest and 
Vehicle Movement Ban may be imposed at short notice, often mid morning. 
This is very likely if actual conditions on the day are more dangerous than 
those forecast 

 
Total Fire Bans 

- imposed over a region by FESA, usually in 24 hour blocks  
- usually based on forecast conditions 
- prohibits “any act likely to cause a bushfire” 
- allows harvesting and certain other vehicle movement subject to suitable 

precautions as long as a Harvest and Vehicle Movement Ban is not in force 
-  see www.fesa.wa.gov.au or 1800 709 355 
- Often an announcement that “Fire Weather Warnings are in place” with weather 

forecasts, YOU need to check details. 
Harvest and Vehicle Movement Bans 

-  imposed over the City (whole or part) by Local Govt Bushfire Control Officer 
- usually based on actual conditions 
- harvesting not allowed, other offroad activities severely restricted 
- may not be imposed until mid morning 
- don’t assume that because a ban is not in force first thing in the morning, that 

there won’t be one later 
- usually (but not always) imposed if a Total Fire Ban is in force 
-  www.swan.wa.gov.au or 9267 9326 
- Announced on ABC 720 AM at 10:05, 13:05, 14:05 

 
Machinery 
Please be reminded that any machinery such as tractors etc used in pasture or bush are 
required under the Bushfires Act and Regulations to have a vertical exhaust with a 
spark arrester. 
It is recommended that at least 1 fire extinguisher be carried. A water extinguisher is 
best for quickly tackling any grass or bushfire started by the machine before it gets 
away. In cases such as bulldozers and graders, chaff cutters and aircraft landing areas 

http://www.fesa.wa.gov.au
http://www.swan.wa.gov.au
http://www.fesa.wa.gov.au
http://www.swan.wa.gov.au
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water extinguishers are compulsory, you need to refer to the Bushfires Act and Regs 
for the specifics, including additional water required. 
You should also keep the machine clear of dust/grass/oil build-ups as these are great 
fire starters. Timing use of machinery for cooler days, or cooler times of day greatly 
reduces the risk. 
Remember a Total Fire Ban and/or Harvest and Vehicle Movement Ban may affect 
what you can do with any machinery. 
 
Do you own a fire unit? 
This can be as simple as a tank, pump and hose on an unlicensed trailer just for your 
own property. Many people have slipon units for traybacks or utes. One of these can 
make all the difference in the very first stages of a bushfire. Note under the Bushfires 
Act you are OBLIGED to do your utmost to extinguish a bushfire on your property 
unless it is unsafe for you to do so. 
A fire unit can also be used for all sorts of other tasks including dust suppression and 
watering stock and fruit trees, it is a useful all round tool. 
Under certain circumstances a fire unit may be required to undertake certain activities. 
The legal definition of a fire unit is 

- Can be vehicle or tractor mounted or towed 
- Min 400 lts water 
- Petrol or diesel powered water pump 
- Min 15 metres of 19mm ID hose with an adjustable jet/spray nozzle 
- Maintained in good working condition 

A word of caution. Make sure that whatever you mount your fire unit on is suitable for 
carrying it over the type of country on your property and if it is towed the vehicle is 
also suitable. Readily available and cheap 1000 lt caged plastic water tanks are 
commonly used. Nothing wrong with them but there are numerous examples of 6 x 4 
trailers breaking apart when carrying them, 1000 lts = 1 tonne, they should be on a 
tandem trailer.  
 
Hot Work including Welding, Cutting and Grinding in the Open Air 
If you do any of these in the open air you MUST have 

- a 5 metre break clear of flammable material all round 
- an appropriate “fire extinguisher” on site,  
- min 7.5 lts of water plus an “efficient pump” 
- 9 lt stored pressure water extinguisher or packspray complies 
- A fire unit also covers this requirement 

Best to undertake these activities at cooler times of the day. 
NOT allowed during a Total Fire Ban or Harvest and Vehicle Movement Ban.  
____ 


