
Fire News and Advice Dec 2012 

The PROHIBITED BURNING SEASON is now in force and runs until at least the 31st March. 
Due to drying conditions it is almost certainly to be extended until 14th April. During this time 
Permits to Burn are not available and most forms of burning are banned. 

There are limited exemptions for small amounts of garden refuse after 6:00 pm and for 
cooking fires, however you need to comply with all conditions regarding these. Consult the 
2012/2013 Guide to the Fire Season issued by City of Swan or the City of Swan website 
www.swan.wa.gov.au 

There are 2 types of bans which may be issued day to day during the fire season. The bans 
may or may not be in force simultaneously.  The onus is on YOU to check whether a ban is 
in place if you plan to carry out any activity which MIGHT contravene a ban. Penalties for 
non compliance can range up to $25,000 or 12 months jail. 
 
On higher risk days City of Swan may issue a HARVEST AND VEHICLE MOVEMENT BAN. 
A Ban might not be issued until mid morning, especially on days when the actual weather is 
significantly different from that forecast. YOU need to check during the day if you wish to 
carry out an activity which MIGHT contravene a Ban.  
 
During a Harvest and Vehicle Movement Ban unless you have a written exemption issued 
under the Bushfires Act you MUST NOT 

- Move or operate vehicles or machinery (including aircraft) anywhere in pasture, crop 
or bush unless it is for the IMMEDIATE safety and welfare of humans or stock 

- Carry out “hot work” in the open air 
- Carry out any other act “likely to cause a bushfire” including using mowers, 

chainsaws, whipper snippers etc and lighting a solid fuel cooking fire in the open air 
(includes under open verandahs and patios) 

 
Bans are notified on ABC regional radio (720 AM) at 10:05 am, 13:05 and 14:05 pm and on 
ABC regional radio broadcasting the “Country hour” also at 10:05 am, 12:35 pm and 14:05 
pm. You can also check whether a ban is in force on the City of Swan fire information line 
9267 9326. For further info as to what is/is not allowed during a Harvest and Vehicle 
Movement Ban check www.swan.wa.gov.au but DO NOT rely on this site to check whether a 
ban is in force that day. 
 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services may issue a TOTAL FIRE BAN for a region 
based on forecast conditions, usually in 24 hour blocks midnight to midnight. 
For advice on whether a TFB is in force at the time and what you can and cannot do consult 
the DFES TFB info line 1800 709 355 or the website www.dfes.wa.gov.au  
 
An important difference between bans 
If a TOTAL FIRE BAN is in force but a HARVEST AND VEHICLE MOVEMENT BAN has not 
been declared, you can still move or operate vehicles and machinery in pasture, crop or 
bush for certain “normal agricultural activities” , BUT NOT FOR RECREATIONAL 
PURPOSES.  Harvesting, and certain other activities are allowed provided suitable 
precautions are taken. Refer to www.dfes.wa.gov.au then click the tabs Total Fire 
Bans/What can’t I do on a Total Fire Ban day. 
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