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What you can do to improve your chances if a bushfire occurs.

What do we need for a fire to occur?
For some form of ignition to be successful and for a bushfire to fire to burn we must have 3 major
contributing factors:

- Heat 
- Oxygen from the air, its effectiveness is increased by wind 
- Fuel such as bush, grass, buildings etc

How do we prevent or stop it?
Reduce the level of one of these and intensity of fire is reduced. Remove one of these and a fire
will not burn. For bushfire we cannot alter the heat of the day, or the level of oxygen in the air
except on a very small scale. Of those the only one over which we as residents really have any
control is fuel. Reducing fuel reduces bushfire intensity. Reducing fuel close to infrastructure
reduces the risk to that infrastructure.

Start Now – it’s not too early
This is the time to start planning and even starting some of your fuel reduction activities. It is also
the time to identify high fuel loads and risks near to you over which you have no control, and to
report these to the City of Swan (or other Local Govt if applicable) so as to maximise the
opportunity to deal with these before next fire season. Send your concerns in writing, best by email
to swan@swan.wa.gov.au . Don’t let past frustration at lack of results stop or delay you in this
regard, if nothing is said, nothing will happen. The longer the list of hazards, the more pressure
there is to devote adequate resources to the problem.

Reducing the fuel
Major trimming back of trees and scrub near your infrastructure and encroaching on firebreaks and
driveways  is best done early in the year to give time to dry sufficiently to be safely burned in winter
and early spring. Leaving it too late may risk missing the safe window of opportunity for burning. 
Burning material that is still green produces excessive smoke which causes nuisance to the rest of
the community, and may result in intervention and an order to extinguish immediately by a Bush
Fire Control Officer or by City Staff. If you don’t manage to burn the trimmings or otherwise dispose
of them before the next fire season you haven’t removed the problem, you’ve merely relocated it.
It is only slashing of grass that should be delayed until later in the year.

Hazard reduction burning on any scale needs to be planned properly, spur of the moment
burns are the ones most likely to escape and cause grief. You need to consider what you are really
trying to achieve, how you will manage it safely, will you adversely affect native flora and fauna,
how you will minimise impact on neighbours and the community, and what measures you have in
place if it all goes pear shaped on the day. You also have to comply with current burning
restrictions including the requirement for permits. Advice on burning can be obtained from your
brigades.

Larger burns, especially those on a scale which should be done by brigades need to be planned
months in advance. Bush Fire Control Officers need to properly measure fuel loads, assess all
risks, and draw up a detailed burn prescription which must be approved by the Chief Bushfire
Control Officer before any permission is given. Safe windows of opportunity and availability of
volunteers to carry out the burn increase the lead time from your initial enquiry to the burn actually
happening. With a drying climate winter is becoming a good time to burn, while spring burning is
being curtailed earlier each year. If you want a Brigade to do a burn this year, get in contact very
soon or you will probably miss out.
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